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CHAPTER IX. 

IXCUK8I0N TO THE MINING DISTRICTS OF CHILI. 

On the 14th of November 1821> I received or- 
ders to proceed in the Conway from Valparaiso 
towards Lima, and to call at the intermediate 
ports on the coasts of Chili and Peru. The ob- 
ject of this cruize was to inquire into the British 
interests at those places ; to assist and protect 
any of his Majesty^s trading subjects ; and, in a 
general way, to ascertain the commercial resour- 
ces of the coast. Several points of this inquiry 
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formed the subject of official reports ; but, as any 
interest they might possess was of a temporary 
nature, I shall confine myself at present to a ge- 
neral sketch of what we saw on the voyage. 

The ship being required, by a certain day, for 
other services, we were much restricted in time, 
which was the more to be regretted, as accidental 
circumstances put it in our power to have visited 
many of the mines under considerable.advantages* 
Hurried as we were, it was impossible to do more 
than take a superficial glance at that interesting 
part of the country : we were, therefore, more so- 
licitous to mark the efiects of the recent political 
changes on the mining system, than to investi- 
gate minutely the nature of the ores, or to in- 
quire into the details of working them. 

We sailed from Valparaiso on the 1.5th of No- 
vember, and on the 16th, a little before sunset, 
steered into the Bay of Coquimbo ; and having 
anchored the ship, landed at a point, near some 
huts, in order to inquire our way to the town of 
La Serena, or Coquimbo, lying two leagues to 
the northward. 

On entering a remote foreign port, which no 

. 4 
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one on board the ship h|M before vigited, there 
always arises a delightfiil feeling of curiosity and 
uncertainty, which recals those juvenile emotions 
with which every boy has read Robinson Crusoe. 
The reality, in general, comes fully up to the vi- 
vid promise, which the imagination holds out ; 
nor is this interest abated by the repeated sight 
of new objects, but, on the contrary, each new 
place seems more curious than the last : for as 
the sfhexe of our observation is enlarged, our cu- 
riosity becomes more impatient, though, at the 
same time, more easily gratified. The world, in- 
deed, in every place, is so crowded with new and 
varied objects, that no one can hope, even by the 
most awakened attention, to observe thoroughly 
the details of any scene ; and the curiosity is thus 
kept alive by the certainty of everywhere meet- 
ing with novelty ; if not in the great outlines and, 
broad distinctions, at least in the minute shades 
of difference, which experience teaches us to dis- 
criminate, and to apply with increased satisfac- 
tion, as the objects of comparison are multiplied, 
and our familiarity with them extended. In the 
.first instance, our pleasure springs out of our ig- 
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norance — in the course of time it is derived from 
our knowledge. 

Just as we were mounting our horses^ two Eng- 
lish gentlemen from Coquimbo came galloping to- 
wards the landing place. They had mistaken 
our ship for an American frigate, on board of 
which a son of one of them was expected to come 
as passenger. The father bore his disappoint^ 
ment n^th great good humour; and insisted upon 
carrying us back to his house. At the door we 
were met by his wife, a native of the place ; while 
half-a-dozen children rushed in a body to the p»- 
tio expecting to meet their brother, and could ill 
dissemble their mortification at seeing only new 
faces. But our reception, notwithstanding this 
disappointment, was hospitality itself ; and our 
new friend insisted on making up beds for the 
whole party, although it consisted of five per- 
sons. 

We remained at Coquimbo four days, during 
which our host entertained us with morning and 
evening parties at his house, and by carrying us 
round to visit the best families in the place. 
Though it would be ridiculous to att^npt any ac^ 
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,^utit of a society in which we passed so short a 
time, y6t there were some traits which, even in 
that brief acquaintance, were distinguishable as 
sufficiently characteristic. It is true that, where 
every object is new, a traveller may be so well 
pleased, as to render it difficult, in description, to 
disentangle the transitory interest arising out of 
mere novelty,from the enduring impression which 
real excellence alone can leave. This facility of 
being pleased, which is the happiness of a travel- 
ler, is the misfortune of travel writers ; who, how- 
ever strongly or sincerely they may be interested, 
are expected to give the puUic some grounds for 
their sentiments and opinions. 

In their manners the Coquimlnans are unaf- 
fected and gentle, and habitually well bred ; but 
they act more, perhaps, from feelings which lead 
to general kindness and consideration, than from 
•any formal rules of politeness. They have as yet 
had little intercourse with foreigners, for the' 
town lies considerably out of the way, and has 
:never had much commerce. Their climate is de- 
lightful ; and the people appear to be so easy and 
contented in their circumstances, that we werp 
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sometimes inclined to lament the inroad which 
the progress of civilization must soon make upon 
their simple habits. 

On the 18th of November, our friendly host 
accompanied one of the officers of the Conway 
and myself in a ride of about twenty-five miles, 
up the valley of Coquimbo ; during which, the 
most remarkable thing we saw was several series 
of horizontal beds, along both sides of the valley, 
resembling the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy, in 
the Highlands of Scotland, so careftdly examined 
by Sir Thomas Lauder Dick, Bart, and describ- 
ed in the ninth volume of the Edinburgh Royal 
Society Transactions. They are so disposed as 
to present exact counterparts of one another, at 
the same level, on opposite sides of the valley : 
being formed entirely of loose materials, princi- 
pally water<-wom rounded stones, from the size of 
a nut to that of a man'^s head. Each of these 
roads, or levels, resembles a shingle beach ; and 
there is every indication of the stones having 
been deposited at the margin of a lake, which has 
filled the valley up to those levels. These gigan- 
tic roads are at some places half a mile broad, but 
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their general width is from twenty to fifty yards* 
There are three distinctly characterised sets, and 
a lower one, which is indistinct when approached, 
but, when viewed from a distance, is evidently of 
the same character with the others. These roads 
are improperly called parallel : horizontal would 
be a more correct term : the planes in which they 
lie are indeed parallel to one another, and thence 
has arisen the erroneous expression. 

The uppermost one lies probably three or four 
hundred feet above the level of the sea ; and two 
hundred and fifty from the bottom of the valley ; 
the next twenty yards lower ; and the lowest of 
the distinct set about ten yards still lower. These 
distances are loosely estimated, and may be wrong ; 
for it is very difficult to determine heights or dis- 
tances in a country quite new, and without natu« 
ral and determinate objects of comparison. There, 
being neither trees, houses, cattle, nor men in 
this valley, our estimates were made entirely by 
guess. This, however, does not afiect the gene- 
ral question, but only the dimensions. When at 
any time we found ourselves on one of these pa- 
rallel roads^ we saw, upon looking across the val- 
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ley^ or up or down it^ as far as the eye eould 
reach, portions of flat spacefi, apparently on the 
same level mih that on which we stood; and 
when, in order to determine this more exactly, we 
went over the edge of the road or beach, and 
brought our eye into the plane of one of the roads, 
we invariably found, on looking round, that the 
same plane produced would merge into every po- 
tion of the same road ; exactly as we see the mar- 
gin of a lake, with all its windings, on a level widi 
the surface, if, while bathing, we bring the eye 
dose to the water and look round. I r^etted 
not having time to return with a spirit level, to 
examine accurately this question of horizontality. 
In the centre of the valley, which is six or 
seven miles wide, there stood an extensive plain, 
narrow at the upper end, and widening out to- 
wards the sea, thus dividing the valley into two 
parts. The surface of this insulated space was to 
all appearance quite flat and horizontal, and, as 
far as the eye could determine, exactly on a level, 
with the highest of the above mentioned roads ; so 
that, if a lake ever stood in this valley, at the 
level of the upper road, the present surfifice must 

11 
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have been barely covered, or, as seamen term it^ 
t just lipping with the water^s edge. It is several 
miles wide, and shaped like a delta ; its sides are 
at many places deeply indented with ravines, which 
ttaalde us to see that it is composed exclusively of 
the same water-worn materials as the roads, which^ 
on both sides, are easily traced at the same levels, 
and in perfect conformity with those on the oppo* 
site banks of the valley. The stones are princi- 
pally granite and gneiss, with masses of schistus, 
whinstone, and quartz, mixed indiscriminately, 
and aH bearing marks of having been worn by at- 
trition under water. 

The theory which presents itself to explain 
Aeie appearances, st^pposes a liake to have been 
formed in the valley, no matter how, and to 
stand a^ the level of the highest road, till a flat 
beach is produced by stones being wa^ed down 
from above. The water in the lake is next con^ 
ceived to wear away, and occasionally to breeJc 
down portions of the barrier across the valley ; 
this would allow the lake to discharge a part of its 
waters into the sea, and, consequently, to lower its 
surface to the level of the second road ; and so on 
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successively, till the whole embankment was wash^ 
ed away, and the valley left as we no\r see it. 

The stones all bear the marks of having come 
from some distance, and may possibly have beea 
deposited by a river flowing, in ancient times, from 
the snowy Andes ; while some vast, though tran- 
sient cause, may, at one operation, have scooped 
out the valley, filled it with water, and left a bar- 
rier of adequate strength to retain it for a time : 
by a suocessionof sudden disruptions of this dam, 
the lake would be made to stand at different 
levels ; and the washing of the water down the 
sides of the banks would bring along with it the 
loose stones, gravel, and mud, to the water^s 
edge, where their velocity being checked, they 
would be deposited in the form of level beaches. 
In the Alpine valleys g£ Savoy, circumstances 
precisely analogous frequently occur : a great ava- 
lanche dams up a stream, and forms a lake, which 
stands at different levels, as the barrier of ice suc- 
cessively breaks away. 

According to the Huttonian theory of the 
earth, it is supposed that vast masses of solid land 
have been forced up, from time to time> from the 
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bottom of the sea, with great violence. If this 
be admitted, it has been shown, I think, conclu- 
sively,* that a wave, greater or less in magnitude, 
according to the size and velocity of the subma- 
rine elevation, must inevitably be produced: and 
it requires no great effort of the imagination to 
conceive one sufficiently large to submerge the 
whole of this coast: at least those who have ex- 
amiined the Alps, the Andes, or any other lofty 
chain, and have seen the solid strata of rock now 
elevated on their edges, to the height of many 
thousand feet in the air, although bearing indubi- 
table marks of having once been in a horizontal 
position, and below the sea, will discover nothing 
extravagant in this supposition. 

We could not visit any of the mines at Coquim- 
bo, as they lay at too great a distance from the 
coast ; but we examined several of the gold mills, 
where the process is carried on entirely by amal- 
gamation. 



* See a paper on the Revolutions of the Earth's Sur- 
face, by Sir James Hall, in Vol. VII. of the Edinburgh 
Philosophical Transactions, 
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On Monday the 19th of November, we sailed 
from Coquimbo for Guasco, another port from 
which the produce of the mines is exported. We 
anchored at two o'^clock on the 20th of Novem- 
ber, and in about an hour afterwards were mount- 
ed, and on our way to a village called the Asien- 
to, or seat of the mines. It lies about five leagues 
from the sea, on the left bank of a stream of snow 
water, which, though not krge, is sufficient to 
give ftdl verdure to the flat bottom of the valley 
through which it flows, and to place it in agreeable 
contrast to the rest of the country, which is a 
sandy desert in every direction. 

Within the space of one month, we had now 
witnessed all the intermediate degrees of fertility 
and desolation. At Conception, the eye was de- 
lighted with the richest and most luxuriant foli- 
age : s^t Valparaiso, the hills were poorly clad with 
a stunted brushwood, and a faint attempt at grass, 
the ground looking starved and naked: at Co- 
guimbo^ the brushwood was gone, with nothing in 
its place but a vile sort of prickly-pear bush, and 
a scanty sprinkling of grey, and sometimes pur- 
ple wiry grass : at Guasco, there was not a trace 
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cxf vegetation left, and the hills and plains were 
covered with bare sand, excepting where the 
stream of watar caused by the melting of the snow 
amongst the Andes gave animation to the chan^ 
nel which leads it to the sea. The respective la- 
titudes of these places are 37^ 33^, 30% and 28}% 
south. 

The village of Asiento is pleasantly situated on 
the banks of the river, with gardens and trees be- 
tween the houses and the stream, and sha4y walks 
reaching from the doors to the water. We were 
kindly received by a gentleman connected in the 
mining business with our Coquimbo host, who ac- 
c(»npanied us on this excursion. 

As our time was short, we proceeded immedi- 
ately to see the operation of smelting the copper., 
ore, in the rude manner of the country. On 

coming to the river, we found it unusually swol- 
len, owing to a thaw in the upper country : the 
guide hesitated, for some time, as to the possibi- 
lity of crossing, till one of the officers of the ship, 
followed by the rest of the party, cut the mat- 
ter short by plunging in ; and although they were 
dnfted a considerable way down, at length reaeh^- 
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ed the opposite bank, soundly ducked, but in 
safety. 

The smelting-furnace iresembles a small lime* 
kiln, covered at top with a sort of dome, open on 
one side, and terminating in a chimney. The 
copper-ore, being broken into pieces of the size 
of a walnut, is placed in alternate layers with fire- 
wood, till the whole is filled up to the open space. 
The wood being kindled, a steady blast is intro- 
duced beneath from two pairs of bellows, worked 
by cranks, attached to the axis of a water-wheel. 
The wheel is of a slight construction, and, in- 
stead of being fitted with buckets, is encircled 
with a series of projecting boards, shaped like 
spoons, upon which the water, which falls in a 
perpendicular stream, is made to play. When 
the ore isall melted, it is allowed to run out at a 
hole in the lower part of the fttmace, closed up 
by day during the melting, and now opened in 
the usual way, by making an orifice with a heavy 
iron bar. The metal which, at this first operation, 
comes out in a very impure state, is thrown into 
Vater while hot, and is afiterwards scraped by iron 
instruments to remove the slags and dross. It is 
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then melted in the refining-fiimace, and drawn 
off into moulds about twenty inches long, twelve 
wide, and three or four thick. In this state it is 
exported. 

We forded the river again with still more dif- 
ficulty, as it had risen considerably in the inter- 
val. After gettbig fairly across, we paid a visit 
to a family, who had assembled at their door, to 
watch our dangerous navigation ; for it is a plea- 
sant fiishion in these countries, that a stranger 
may enter the house of any person, at any hour, 
always sure of a welcome reception. On the pre- 
sent occasion, our visit was peculiarly well bestow- 
ed, as it afforded the people an opportunity of a 
nearer view of the strang^s, who, we found, were 
objects of no small curiosity: wherever we went, 
indeed, we were accompanied by a train of won- 
dering children ; and, on passing along the streets, 
aU the doors and windows were filled with gaping 
heads. We were the last people in the world to 
object to being thus made shows of; particularly 
as it afforded us in return an opportunity of see* 
ing all the inhabitants. They were much fairer in 
complexion than the natives of the other parts of 
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Chili, and it may be here remarked, that we did 
not find the depth of colour in the skin so much 
dependait upon latitude and temperature as it is 
usually supposed to be. The men at Guasco are 
a fine race, well made, and generally handsome ; 
with graceftd, and rather gentle manners. Most 
of the women, both in figure and countenance, 
are very handsome ; indeed, we scarcely saw one, 
out of many hundreds, who had not something 
pleasing in her look, or in her person ; and what 
is more rare in hot countries, this remark extends 
to elderly women. Although considerably fairer 
than any South Americans we had yet seen, they 
were all characterized by the dark eye and long 
black hair of their ancestors. 

Stlst of Nov, — Immediately after breakfast, a 
party was formed to explore a copper mine in the 
neighbourhood. We had to wind by tiresome 
sandy paths up a steep hill, at the top of which 
we were met by one of the workmen, who led us 
to the mouth of a mine called La Gloria. The 
opening was not more thap six feet across, and, as 
the descent was very crooked, we were soon ob- 
liged to light candles, one of which each person 
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carried in a forked stick. The mine was so steep, 
and the roof so low, that it was difficult, and 
sometimes dangerous, to proceed ; but by perse- 
yering, we reached the bottom, at the depth of a 
hundred and fifty feet from the surface. The whole 
rock, forming the mountain, is impr^nated with 
copper ; some strata, however, and, occasionally, 
quartz veins, which cross the strata, are so much 
richer than others, that it becomes worth the 
miner'^s while to incur the expence of carriage to 
the top of the hill, whence the ore is scooped out 
with great labour, rather than work the more ac- 
cessible, but poorer rocks lower down. As the 
workmen, therefore, follow the rich veins in all 
their windings, the shafts become very tortuous, 
and branch off to the right and left, wherever, the 
ore is to be found. We observed that every cre- 
vice or rent in the rock, of whatever size, was in- 
variably coated with crystals of calcareous spar, or 
of quartz, but frequently metallic : when the light 
was thrown into these clefts, it gave them a bril- 
liant appearance, like frost-work. The copper ore 
was richest in the quartz veins, but it was found 
frequently unconnected with them, and combinedj^ 

VOL. II. B 
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in various degrees, with other substances. Havii^ 
made a careful collection of specimens, we return- 
ed to the Asiento, or village of Guasoo. 

Our fair hostess had in our absence made up ir 
party to visit the Conway, as I had requested her 
to do, on hearing her say, that no oneinthe Asien* 
to had been on board of a man-of-war : most of 
them, in fiict, had never been afloat, and some 
had never even seen a ship in their lives. I gave 
them dinner on board, and showed them over the 
ship, with which they expressed themselves much 
gratified ; but none of them evinced that childish 
kind of surprise, which people a little, and but a 
little, acquainted with a subject, are more i^ to 
betray, than those totally ignorant of the sub- 
ject. 

The Spaniards, in all things excepting politics, 
are a deliberate people, and, as their descendants 
partake of the same cautious spirit, it is not easy, 
at any time, to excite them to the expression of 
strong emotion. Being somewhat piqued, there^ 
fore, that my friends were so little roused by the 
new wonders of a man-of-war, I laid a plan for sur- 
prising them, which succeeded completely. Af- 
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ter dinner, the party hitd landed^ ^md ware scat- 
tered in groups on the sonny &ce of a rock, fruit- 
ing the ship. It was quite cahn, and the water 
was so smooth, that, although the whdle Pacific 
was open to us, there was no swell ; and only a 
little rij^ broke, scarce audibly, at our feet. I 
had given orders that, at a certMn hour, when I 
expected a breexe from the land, the sails should 
be loosed. Accordingly, at the appointed time, 
a shrill whisde was heard, whidi attracted the at- 
temion of my fnendB to the ship, lying within 
diree hundred yards of the beach : in the next in- 
stant, the sailors were seen flying out upon the 
yards to loose the suls. The ladies, upon see<- 
mg tliis, gave an involuntary scream of terror, lest 
the seamen should fall down ; while the gentle- 
men slK>uted with delight and surprise, to witness 
sudi dexterity* 

Our adieux were most pathetic — althtmgh our 
acquaintance had subsisted not quite thirty hours ! 
And as we sailed away, we could observe the ladies 
fitting on the rocks, like so many deserted Didos, 
waving their handkerchief till the evening closed, 
and we lost sight of one another. 
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22d of Nov.^^We had some difficulty in find- 
ing the harbour of Copiapd, which was not dis- 
tinctly laid down in the plans in our possession. 
On coining near it, a dangerous line of -reefs was 
discovered, of which no books nor charts made 
any mention. This circumstance determined me 
to have the whole bay trigonometrically survey- 
ed, and carefiilly sounded. As soon, therefore, 
as the ship was anchored, I sent one of the mid-^ 
shipmen, Mr Henry Foster, an admirable sur- 
veyor, on this service. * But as it was soon dis- 
covered, that two days would be barely sufficient 
to accomplish this indispensable work, I deter- 
mined to employ the interval in visiting the town 
of Copiapd, lying eighteen leagues in the inte- 
nor. 

The first thing which arrested our attention, 
after anchoring, was a curious pile, or large 
brown stack on the beach, apparently of hewn 
stones. After we had in vain examined it through 

* This officer has since been promoted to the rjEUik of 
lieutenant^ and appointed surveyor to the present expe- 
dition under Captain Parry. (1824.) 
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our glasses, our Coquimbo friend explained to us 
that it was a quantity of copper, which was to 
form the cargo of a ship he had ordered to call 
here in a few days. He was well pleased to find 
his agents had so punctually attended to his di- 
rections, espedidly as he had not given them any 
idea of his intention to visit the coast. Present- 
ly we saw a man riding along the edge of the cliff 
above the beach on which the copper was placed. 
On sending a boat for him, he proved to be the 
person in charge of the copper, who was delight- 
ed that his employer had found him at his post. 
He was instantly dispatched into the country to 
get horses for our journey next day. 

Early on the 23d of November we set off for 
Copiapd. Besides the never failing motive of cu- 
riosity to see a new place, merely because it was 
new, we were most anxious to witness the effects 
of the great earthquake of April 1819 ; and also 
to visit the silver mines in the mountains near 
the town. Our party consisted of six, three being 
passengers from Coquimbo, and three officers, 
including myself, from the Conway. The first 
part of the road lay along a level hard surface^ 
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chiefly rock, at some places covered with a thin 
soil. We then entered a broad valley, the sides 
of which were formed entirely of water-worn 
stones and gravel, covered by a stratum or cxust 
several yards thick, of a rock composed entirely 
of peces of broken shells, stretching, as £Ea« as we 
could discover, over the whole country bordeiing 
on the sea. The valley was three or four milsB 
across, and bore every appearance of havii^ been, 
at some former period, the channel of a imghty 
river, though now shrunk into a scanty rividet, 
flowing almost unseen amongst dwarf willows, 
stunted shrubs, and long rank grass. The soil 
was completely covered, at every part of the val- 
ley, by a layer of salt, several inches thick, which 
has since been ascertained, by analysis, to be 
sulphate of soda, or Glauber salts. It looked 
like snow on the ground, and even whai made 
into roads, and beat down, still bore the same 
appearance. The dust thrown up by the horses^ 
feet had almost choked us, and the day being 
dreadfully hot, made our thirst excessive, when 
we hailed with delight the sight c^ a stream ; but, 
alas'! the water was as salt as brine. 

11 
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The country, except where the stream stole 
al<»ig, was quite a desert ; but to our surprise, we 
i^t none of that fiitigue and depressifm of q>iiit8, 
which, in a peculiar degree, affect every one^ 
when travelling across an utterly barren and lerA 
waste. The present agreeable distinction between 
this and other journeys across sandy countries 
wais remarked by several of the party ; and ac- 
counted for by the circumstance of having the 
constant view, though at a great distance, of the 
towering ridges of the Andes. The horizon, in 
the east and north, and partially in the south, 
was bounded by kifty chains of mountains, rising 
cme above another with an endless variety of out- 
line, such as the eye was never tired of contem- 
plating ; and, although they too were barren, the 
different shades of the ab* tints, caused by the dif- 
Jerent heights and distances of the mountains, 
gave a mixture of solBtness and sublimity to the 
hmdsci^ which no language can do justice to in 
the expreision. 

At the distance of forty miles from the port, 
we came to the farm-house of Ramadilla, where 
the obliging proprietor entreated us to alight, 
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while his people prepared firesh horses and mules, 
for the remainder of the journey to Copiapd, still 
four or five leagues off. Shortly after remount- 
ing, everything wore a new and more pleasing as- 
pect ; for, from the moment of entering the R»- 
madilla grounds, cultivation and pasture, and 
abundance of verdure, were seen on all sides. 
The cause of this change was a little streamlet, 
gladdening everything which it passed through. 
People are, in general, so much accustomed to 
see what is called spontaneous vegetation, that 
they forget the obligation which the soil lies un- 
der to moisture ; but in a country without either 
rain or dew, the case is different, and wherever 
a stream is found, the debt is gratefiilly acknow- 
ledged. • 

By the time the sun had set, we became com- 
pletely bewildered amongst the lower Andes, and, 
without a guide, must soon have lost ourselves. 
When it became dark, we were left in that mys- 
terious, and rather pleasing state of uncertainty, 
which belongs peculiarly to night travelling, in a 
country totally new. 

At Copiapd, our party were kindly received by 
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a most intelligent and gentlemanly person, a na- 
tive of the Island of Chiloe, on the south coast 
of Chili. 

24#A of Nw. 1821. — We rose early this morn- 
ing, being impatient to see the effects of the 
earthquake. Over night, indeed, some of these 
effects had been visible by candle-light, for the 
house, the only one in this part of the town which 
had not been thrown down, was cracked and twist- 
ed in the most extraordinary manner. It was 
built of wood, plastered over, and the main up- 
rights having been thrust into the ground, the 
heaving of the earth had wrenched the parts of 
the house asunder, but without demolishing it al- 
together, and given it the torn appearance it still 
retained. In the Plaza, every house; except this, 
and one small chapel, was completely destroyed 
The walls had fallen in all directions, some in- 
wards, some outwards, presenting a scene singu- 
larly ruinous and melancholy ; for it was obvious 
at a glance, that what we saw was not the work 
of years, but of a cause at once general and rapid 
in its effects. In a climate without rain, the 
footsteps of time fall so very lightly, that it is 
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probable these ruins were much in the same state 
as on the day they were cast down, two years and 
a half before. The walls being from three to four 
feet thick, none of them above twelye feet high, 
and built of large flat sun-dried bricks, were cal- 
culated, it might have been supposed, to withstand 
the shocks even of an earthquake ; yet, notwith- 
staiiding their strength, they seem to have been 
tumbled down like so many castles of cards. The 
little chapel above mcQtioned was built by the 
Jesuits, who had bolstered it up with a set of 
monstrous buttresses, occupying an area consi- 
derably greater than the chapel itself; which, ne- 
vertheless, was so twisted about, that the roof had 
fidlen in, and the walls were cracked in all direc- 
tions. Some houses had been so shaken, that not 
a brick retuned its original place, yet the walk 
were standix^, though with a most ghost-like ap- 
pearance ; and at such an an^e, that, in passing, 
we were not quite free from apprehensioiL of their 
fidling upon ua; indeed, there was hardly a single 
wall which was not sloping over more or less. In 
some places the buttresses were shaken down and 
gone, but the shattered wall was left standing; 
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wad m many ea^es th^ had been forced apart 
firom each other, aiKl were inclined in opposite di- 
rections. The great church, called La Merced, 
fell on the 4th of April 1819) one day after the 
earthquake began, and seven days before the great 
sho(^ which destroyed the town. Its side walls, 
and part of one end, were left standing, in a dis- 
located and inclined state, and rent firom top to 
bottom ; but what was curious, the buttresses, 
which aj^ar to have btei'bh>ad and substantial 
ones, were almost all thrown dowv. , Qm of. them 
which still remained was Mxbf wrenched apart 
flom the building it had been intended to support^ 
the wall toudiing it at the ground, bat standing 
a yard and a half firom it at the top. It appears, 
therefore, as ought to have been anticipated by 
the architect, that these supports contribute no- 
thing to the stability of a wall exposed to the 
{shaking of an earthquake : their real use is to re- 
sist a lateral thrust outwards, not to act against a 
vibratory motion of the ground on which they 
ttsattd. 

While we were Tiewing'the church of La Sf^- 
ced, one of the holy Fathers df the mined esta- 
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blishment came into the courts and pointed out 
the various circumstances^ describing how each 
had happened. He himself was not a bad ap- 
pendage to the ruin, being nearly as much shat- 
tered as his church ; a connection probably not 
quite accidental ; for the wealth and consequence 
of the priests had fled when their shrine was de- 
stroyed ; and this worn-out old roan was the only 
remaining one, who chose to abide by the ruins 
of the edifice, which had sheltered and enriched 
him for half a century. 

After breakfast we set out to explore a silver 
mine, amongst the hills at some distance, on the 
"western side of the town. On reaching the height 
of four or iive hundred feet «bove the bottom of 
the vaUey, and turning round to look at the ruins 
we had left, the general effect of the earthquake 
was more distinctly marked than when viewed 
fi'om below. Each house had formerly a garden 
attached to it, surrounded by tall cypresses, many 
of which were drooping over the ruins, or leaning 
against one another : but not a house was now to 
be seen, although the^ situation of the streets, and 
quadras or divisions of the town, were distinctly 
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pointed out by the lines of rubbish. It is a re- 
markable circumstance, that an extensive district 
of the town called the Chimba, which, I believe, 
means suburb, had suffered comparatively no- 
thing, though not a mile and a half from this 
scene of devastation. Some of the houses at the 
outskirts of the town were also still standing ; 
which led us to conclude that the shock had been 
limited in its operation, by a line of no great 
breadth. Possibly there may have been a vast 
rent, or rather a crack in the earth ; and the 
ground on one side of it may have been put into 
violent motion, while that on the other side was 
not within reach of the same disturbing cause. 

Our road, which lay along the bottom of a ra- 
vine, soon carried us out of the valley, and no- 
thing was now to be seen but the vast sea of sandy 
mountains composing the country. On reaching 
the summit of the pass, we had the satisfaction to 
find ourselves on a spot which commanded a free 
view on both sides to a great distance ; but the 
ground, in every direction, was utterly desert. 
Our guide took us first across a sandy plain, and 
then along the sharp ridges of several hills, till 
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he fairly bewildered us amongst the mountaias ; 
a^ every trace was lost of the entrance into this 
wild labyrinth. At length he led us, by a high 
narrow neck of land, to a solitary hill, in the 
middle of a plain, round which the road was 
turned in a s^al manner, till it reached the 
mouth of La Santa Clara, a silver mine. Here 
we dismounted, and prepared for the descent, by 
taking off our coats and hats, and providing our* 
selves with candles. As the mine was indined to 
die horizon, at an angle of about twenty-five de- 
grees, and its roof, at some places, was not above 
three feet high, it was both difficult and disagree^ 
able to proceed. The seam, which originidly 
ccmtained the silver, had been wrought to a great 
extent, so that there was left a wide space be- 
tween two strata of the rock. The surfiu^, for- 
tunately, was irregular, but so worn by the min- 
ers^ feet, when bearing their load upwards, and so 
much polished by their sliding down again, that 
we found it no easy matter to avoid slipjnng at 
once from the top to the bottom. The guide had 
excited ova ciuridstty by the adcoimt of a lake, 
which, he said, lay at the bottom of one of the 
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great workings ; but in searching for it he mis- 
took his way^ and no lake was found to repay our 
labour. As he was still confident, however, and 
declared the next trial would be more successftd, 
we consented to renew the search. After ascend-^ 
ing for about a hundred and fifty paces, we went 
down a second shaft;, the inclinaticm of which was 
so great, as to make the adventure rather hazard- 
ous ; and at length, after innumerable windings 
and turnings, when nearly exhausted with the 
heat, which was excessive, we reached a little 
cave, or nook, excavated from the solid rock, with 
the lake in the middle. We tasted the water, 
which was intensely salt and acrid, biit had un- 
fortunately provided no means of carrying away 
any of it ; but a gentleman at Copiapd, who said 
he had examined it, tcdd us it contained anti-^ 
mony^ sulphur, arsenic, and soda, in solution, 
besides a little copper and silver. I cannot pre* 
tend to answer for the accuracy of this analysis. 
The margin of the lake was fi-inged with crystals 
of salt ; the roof and sides also of the cave spark- 
led with spangles sublimed from the liquid. Every 
crevice and cavity in the rock, of which there were 
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great numbers, was lined with nests of crystals of 
quartz and calcareous spar. The silver in this 
mine is mostly in union with limestone ; but much 
rich ore is also found in quartz veins traversing 
the strata. The miners were not at work, but we 
examined the spots where they had been recently 
quarrying, and broke specimens from many dif- 
ferent parts. There is no machinery of any sort 
in these mines, and all the ore, when wrought^ is 
carried to the open air on the backs of labourers. 
Gunpowder, indeed, is used to Uast the rock ; 
but, with this exception, the whole business of 
the mine is conducted by manual labour alone. 
After the ore reaches the surface, mules are em- 
ployed to carry it to the valley of Copiapd, where 
it is extricated from the ore either by amalgama- 
tion or by smelting, according to circumstances. 

By counting the number of paces, and consi- 
dering the inclination of the shaft, it was calcu- 
lated, that we had descended in this mine two 
hundred and eighty-five perpendicular feet: it was 
reckoned one of the richest in the neighbourhood, 
until its depth became so great, that the expence 
of raising the ore to the surface overbalanced its 
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Value when brought there ; and made it more pro- 
fitable to work poorer ores of more easy access 
There is sttd to be an intention torunahorizoi^ 
tal shaft from the side of the mountain into the 
mine, at the level of the lake, in order to save the 
upward carriage ; but it is questionable, if there 
be yet spirit enough in the country for such an 
undertaking. There is no saying, indeed, what 
British capital and enterprise, aided bymachinery, 
may e£fect, especially as there are but few silver 
mines wrought at presentin Chili. 

After dinner, on our retvim to the town^ we 
sallied forth to take another survey of the ruins, 
which we never tired of looking at ; for scarcely 
any two of the houses were shaken down exactly 
in^ the same manner. 

It was no less interesting to mark the effect of 
the earthquake on the state of society. Many of 
the most wealthy and industrious inhabitants had 
removed to other quarters ; some from apprehen- 
sion o£ a recurrence of the evU, and some from 
the natural effect of the destruction of property, 
which, for a long time, seemed likely to paralyze 
active exertion. One very serious consequ^ce 
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of the earthquake has been the diminution in the 
only stream of water by which the town is supplied, 
and to this cause, the most intelligent of the. 
inhabitants ascribe great part of the emigration. 
As the population decreased, many rich mines, 
were of course abandoned. But such is the ten- 
dency of man to trust rather to his chance of fu- 
ture good fortune, than to be'influenced by expe- 
rience, that the mass of the people are now busHy 
engaged in rebuilding their houses, and are again 
working their mines: a peculiar, but, perhaps, 
happy blindness to the future, as Copiapd has 
been destroyed about once every twenty-three 
years: the latest well authenticated periods of 
these catastrophes being 1773> 17^6, and 1819* 
In the course of our walk, we discovered near 
the stream a grove of trees, in the centre of which 
stood a neatly built cottage, surrounded by a farm- 
yard, offices, and garden, with everything in the 
most rural style, except a gold mill, which, though 
characteristic enough of Copiapd, certainly look- 
ed somewhat out of place. This establishment 
belonged to a man who was making a handsome 
fortune by a copper mine, till, unfortunately, it 
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gradually d^enerated into a mine of gold : from 
that moment the tide of his fortunes turned, and 
has ever since been on the ebb. This, which at 
first looks a little paradoxical, is precisely what 
might be expected, for it i^ the scarcity of gold, 
the uncertainty of its extent in any given situa- 
tion, and the consequent great cost of production, 
which, while they give it so high an exchange-^ 
able value, render mining speculations in goldin^ 
variably hazardous. In these countries, therefore, 
it has become a common sapng, that a diligent 
man who works a copper mine is sure to gain ; 
that he who works one of silver may either gain 
or lose ; but that, if the mine be of gold, he will 
certainly be ruined. 

The gold mill consists of an upright shaft, or 
spindle, the lower end of which is fixed to a hori^^ 
zontal water wheel, working in a sunk water 
course ; and giving a rotiitory motion to the spin- 
dle, which passes through the centre of a large 
circular trough on the ground. In this trough a 
millstone is carried round upon its edge, on a ho- 
rizontal axis projecting from the spindle. Small 
pieces of the ore are thrown into the troiigh,' 
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whicli is kept full of water by a constant small 
stream ; and when the machine is put in motion^ 
the stone goes rapidly round, crushing and grind* 
ing the ore under the water. As soon as tl» 
whole is reduced, by this process of trituration, to 
a fine mud, quicksilver is added, and by its union 
with the detached partides of gold, an amalgam 
is soon f(»rmed. This process is said to be quick- 
ened by the agitation of the water, ai^ the fric- 



tion of the millstone. The water is allowed to 
trickle off by a nick cut in the edge oi the 
trough, and is received in long wooden channels, 
covered with coarse cloths, the folds and irregu- 
lar parts of which catch any stray portions of 
gold, or of the amalgam, which the agitation of 
^ water may have thrown out of the trough. 
When all the gold issupposed to be combined wttji 
the quicksilver, the water is removed, and the 
amalgam being exposed to heat in vessels adapt- 
ed to the purpose, the quicksilver is distilled off, 
and the gold remains behind in a jgure state. 

After passing a considerable time at the gold 
mill, we strolled along the face of the hills, whidli 
are indented in many places by copper mines, or 
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raUi^ quarries, for the rock is here so rich in ores 
of that metal, that it is wmetimeB taroken from 
the surface, and smelted at once. 

It was interesting to notice how constantly the 
earthquake occupied all peopIe^s thoughts at this 
place, however mud they might seem to be en^ 
grossed l^ other otgeets. In the early part of 
the evening, an English gentleman, resident at 
Coj^pd, took me to visit a &mily of his acquaint- 
ance living in the undestroyed suburb, called the 
Chimba. Though almost worn out with the day^s 
work, I was tonpted to go, by the promise of bo- 
ing presented to the handsomest young woman in 
Chili. We had come, it is true, to Copiapd, 
with our thoughts full of mines and earthquakes ; 
or, if we had originally any thoughts of mixing 
with society, the desolate appearance of the town 
had chased them away : nevertheless, we could 
not refose to visit a lady with such pretensions. 
We found her very pretty and agreeable; but 
what entertained us particularly was her vehe- 
ment desire to have a wider field for the display 
of her charms, which, to do the secluded beauty 
no more than justice, were of a very high order. 
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even in this land of fascination^ The accounts 
she had heard from others of the fashionable world 
of Santiago, and of Coquimbo, had so complete^ 
ly turned the young lady^s head, that earthquakes 
had ceased to make the usual impression. ^^ I 
see,^ cried she, ^^ other people running out of 
thei» houses, full of terror, beating their breasts, 
and imploring mercy; and decency, of course, 
obliges me to do the same ; but I feel no alarm — 
my thoughts are all at Coquimbo. How can my 
uncle be so unkind as not to repeat his invitation !^ 
We consoled the damsel as well as we could, and 
as she had spoken of earthquakes, asked her if 
there had been one lately ? ** No," she answer- 
ied, ^^ not for some time — I really do not think I 
have felt one myself for three days — somebody 
said there was one last night, but I knew nothing 
of it — I am tired of these earthquakes — and would 
never think of them again if I were once at dear 
Coquimbo i'' 

On putting the same question to another per^ 
$on present, he said^ they had not experienced one 
since April ; meaning, as I discovered, April 
1819, two years and a half belfore ; not conceiving 
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we could possibly take any interest in such petty 
shocks as would not demolish a town; An old man 
in company^ seeing that we had been misunder- 
Btoody explained, that it was a long time since 
they had felt a shock of any consequence ; and 
upon our pressing him closely to say what he con- 
sidered long, replied, at least a month ! 

On our return, we were gratified by meeting 
two agreeable and intelligent men, whom our host 
had considerately invited to meet us ; they were 
most willing to exchange local information for 
news about the rest of the world, with which they 
appeared to have extremely little intercourse. We 
soon engaged them in conversation about the great' 
earthquake. It began, they said, between eight 
and nine in the morning of the 3d of April, and 
continued with gentle shocks during that day and 
the next At four in the afternoon of the 4th, 
there came a violent shock, which produced a 
waving or rolling motion in the ground, like that 
of a ship at sea, which lasted for two minutes. 
In every instance these shocks were peceded by 
a loud rolling noise, compared by one person to 
the echo of thunder amongst the hills; and by 
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another to the roar of a subterranean torrent, car- 
rying along an enormous mass of rocks and stones. 
Every person spoke of this sound with an expres* 
sbn of the greatest hcnrror. One of the gentlemen 
said, it was '' Eq>antoso r (fiightftd.) «' Yes,"* 
added the other, shuddering at the recollection, 
" horroroso !" 

Something peculiar in the shodcs of the 4th of 
April had excited more than ordinary fear in the 
minds of the inhabitants, and, at a particular mo^ 
ment, no one could tell distinctly why, they all 
rushed in a body to the great church called La 
Merced. The gentleman who related this to us 
happened to be standii^ near the churdi at the 
time, and thinking it would probably soon fidl, 
called out loudly to the people not to enter, but 
rather to bring the images into the streets, where 
their intercession would prove equally efScadous. 
Fortunatdly, the prior of the church, who was 
just entering the porch, saw the value of this ad<« 
vice, and seconded it by his authority ; ordering 
the people to remain without, and desiring those 
who had already entered to bring the images in- 
stantly into the street. The last man had scarce* 
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ly orossed the threshold^ when a shock came which 
in a moment shook down the roof and one end of 
the churchy leaving it in the state already desiaib- 
ed. Had not the people been thus judiciously 
detained in the open air, almost the whole popu- 
lation (^ Copiapd must have perished. 

After the fidl of La Merced, the inhabitants 
fled to the neighbouring hills, leaving only one 
or two fool-bardy pe(^e who chose to ranain. 
Amongst these vm a German who, as he told me 
faimsd^ divided his time in the Plaea between 
taking notes of the various passing phenomena, 
and drinking aguardiente, the spirits of the coun- 
try. Slight shocks occasionally succeeded that 
on the 4d], but it was not till the 11th of April, 
seven days after the fall of ike Mexced, that the 
fonnidaUe one occurred wbidb, in an instant, laid 
the whole town in ruins. It was accompamed by 
a subterranean sound, which, though at first of a 
low tone, gradually swelled to a clear dreadful 
loudness, of which no one, I observed, even at 
this distance of time, could spei^ without an in- 
voluntary shudder. 

After the first great shock, which levelled the 



42 cftiLi. 

town, the ground continued in motion for seven 
minutes, sometimes rising and fidling, but more 
frequently Tibraling with great rapidity ; it then 
became still for some minutes, then vibrated 
agiun, and so on, without an intermission longer 
than a quarter of an hour for several days. The 
earthquake now abated a little ; the intervals be- 
came longer, and the shocks not quite so violent : 
but it was not till six months afterwards that it 
could be said to be entirely over ; for the ground 
during that period was never long steady, and the 
frightful noises in the earth constantly portended 
fresh calamities. 

In the course of these interesting descriptions, 
we were struck with the occasional introduction of 
minute characteristic circumstances, which, how- 
ever trivial in themselves, served to stamp the au- 
thenticity of the whole* One of the party, for in- 
stance, was describing the effect of a severe shock, 
which, he said, happened at four o''clock in the 
afternoon. ^^ Oh no,^ said another, ^^ it was later, 
I assure you.'' — ** Indeed it was not,'' answered 
the first ; " don't you remember we were paying 
at bowls at the time, and when the sound was 
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heard I stopped playing, and you called out to 
me to look what o^clock it was ; I took out my 
wateh, and told you it was past four ?^ Upon 
another occasion^ our host said, ^^ I was just go« 
ing to look what the hour was^ at which one of 
those sounds was first heard> wh^i my attention 
was diverted from the watoh by a hideous scream 
of terror firom a person near me^ He was such a 
little insignificant wretch, that I had not conceiv*- 
ed so loud a yell could possibly have come firom 
his puny body ; and so we all forgot the shock in 
quizzing this little manikin,^ (hombrecito.) ^^ Ne- 
vertheless,^ added he, gravely, ^^ although I am 
not a man to cry out and play the fi>ol on such 
occasions, yet I do fairly own that these earth- 
quakes are very awfiil ; and, indeed, must be felt, 
to be understood in their true extent. Before 
we hear the sound, or, at least, are fiilly consdous 
of hearing it, we are made sensible, I do not well 
know how, that something uncommon is going to 
happen : everything seems to change colour ; our 
thoughts are chained immoveably down; the 
whole world appears to be in disorder ; all nature 
looks different firom what it was wont to do ; we 
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feel quite subdued and overwhelmed by some iu-t 
viaiUe power, bey<md luiman control or compre* 
hension. Then comes the horrible sound, dis* 
tinctly heard ; and, immediately, the scdid earth 
is all in motion, waving to and fro, like the sur* 
ftiee of the sea. I>q»^d upon it, Sir, a sey^ce 
earthqud^e is enough to shake the firmest mind. 
Custom enables us to restriun the expression of 
alarm ; but no custom can teadi any one to wit- 
ness such earthquakes without the deepest emo- 
tion of terror.^ 

2Sth. — Notwithstanding the severe fiitigues of 
the day before, our party was up and bustling 
about by half past five this morning, making pre- 
parations to return to the Port. Our obliging 
host accompanied us for some leagues, and then 
returned to his mines and his earthquakes, while 
we hurried on, to make the most of the coolness 
of the morning. In these countries, the day al- 
ways h*eaks with a delicious freshness, which the 
traveller soon learns to appreciate ; for even where 
there is no dew to moisten the ground, the air is 
jdien always pleasant, and the long shadows of the 
eastern hills stretch across the valleys, and not 
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only protect him, for a tfane, from the heat, but 
shield him from the universal glare, which is 
even more intolerable. 

* 

On reaching the ship, we found Mr Foster^s 
survey just completed, and, at sunset, we weigh- 
ed, and steered along the coast with a gentle 
breeze from the southward* 

The following account of the mining system in 
Chili is principally derived from a gentleman long 
resident in the heart of that particular district ; 
and as we had many other sources of information 
to fill up and check his statement, its accuracy 
may, I think, be depended upon. 

Copper, silver, and gold, are produced from 
the mines in the district we had just visited ; the 
least valuable of these metals being the staple 
commodity of. the . coimtry. There are many 
hundreds of copper mines wrought in Chili ; but 
not more than one of gold for fifty of copper ; 
and probably not above one of silver for fifteen of 
qopper. 

The average produce of copper in one year has 
latdy risen to more than sixty thousand quintala 
of one hundred Spanish pounds each. The great- 
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est part of this goes to Calcutta, a small quanti- 
ty to China, and the rest to the United States, 
and to Europe. 

The annual export of silver may be stated at 
twenty thousand marcs, at eight dollars per marc ; 
but this quantity varies considerably. Of gold, 
it is difficult to speak accurately, but its export is 
very trifling, and of late has been falling off, in 
consequence of the mining capital finding more 
advantageous employment in wording copper. 

This subject is rendered more than commonly 
interesting at this moment, from its affording 
some valuable examples of the practical operation 
of free trade. Three important commercial ad- 
vantages have taken place, in consequence of the 
Revolution : the enlargement of the market caused 
by opening a trade with all the world ; the in- 
creased price of copper, consequent upon fair com- 
petition ; and the diminution in the cost of its 
pKKluction, owing to the fall in the price of every 
article used in the mines. 

To place this in a striking point of view, I sub- 
join a table of the prices before and after the Be^ 
volution. 
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TABLE OF PRICES. 



ARTirr.ES 


Former Prices 


Prices in 1821 


/%I%Ji IV^AJlwO* 


in Dollars. 


in Dollars. 


Copper per quintal of 100 Span- 
isb lbs. - - - 






6i t0 7 


12 to 13 


•Steel do. 


50 


16 


•Iron do. 


96 


8 


•Wheat per fanega of 150 lbs. 


5 


«4 


•Beans do. - - . 


6 


5 


•Jerked Beef per quintal of 100 






lbs. 


10 


7 to7i 


*Gra8sa or soft fat per botica of 






do lbs. - 


8 


6 to6i 


•Wine and spirits - 


No change as 


yet (1821) 


Fine cloth^ per yard -. 
*Coarse cloth, per do. 


«3 


12 


5 


3 


Printed cotton goods^ do. 


18 to 24 reals 


2i to 3 reals 


Velveteens, do. 


26 reals 


2 reals 


Crockery per crate 


350 


40 


Hardware - - - 


300 


100 


Glass - - - 


200 


100 



The articles marked with an asterisk are used, 
in the mines. 

The price of labour in the mines had not yet 
risen, but it is evident that it must rise as the 
country improves in civilization, and as more ca- 
pital is employed in bringing new mines into 
work. 

The above table shows the prices at Santiago 
and Valparaiso, but the present miners enjoy a 
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still further advanCdge, in the cheaper and more 
certain supply of all articles necessary in the 
mines : formerly, all those articles, such as steel, 
iron, clothing, and food, were made to pass 
through Coquimbo, under the mistaken idea of 
benefitting that town. This abuse is now remov- 
ed, and the ships destined to carry away the cop- 
per, having unloaded their cargoes at Valparaiso, 
proceed in ballast to the ports on the mining coast, 
and carry with them, for a very small freight^ 
everything required by the miners ; so that the 
heavy expence of land carriage is now saved. The 
practical advantage, both public and private, pro- 
duced by this change from restrictions, protec- 
tions, and monopolies, has been immediate and 
obvious ; and the instance is the more worthy of 
remark, as it is seldom that a commercial ques- 
tion in poHdcal economy is sufficiently disentang- 
led fi^m collateral difficulties, to admit the dis* 
tinct exhibition of the theoretical principles by 
which the operati(m is regulated. 

There are two principal persons concerned in 

almost every mine, the Proprietor land the Habi- 

•Htador. The first, who is aUo the actual min^, 

10 
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lives at his hacienda, or fann> generally in the 
neighbourhood, and attends to the details of work- 
ing and smelting the ore. The habiUtador re- 
sides at some one of the three principal sea-port' 
towns, Coquimbo, Guasco, or Copiapd ; he is the 
mining capitalist, and his character is that of a 
diligent, saving man of business, very different in 
habits from the miner, who is generally an extra- 
vagant and improvident person. The word Ha- 
bilitador might, if there were such a word, be 
translated Enabler, as it is by means of his ci^i- 
tal that the miner is enabled to proceed with his 
work. 

The proprietor of a mine usually farms his own 
ground, on the banks of one of the few streams 
which traverse this desolate country. His ha- 
cienda, or farm, supplies vegetables, and some- 
limes stock, for the subsistence of the miners. 
The smelting-house is also built on his hacienda, 
and the ore is brought to his door on mules. 
These fkrmers rarely undertake to work a mine 
with their own unassisted capital .' they are sel- 
dom, indeed, sufficiently wealthy ; and when thqr 
are so, it is not found, in the long-run, so advan- 

VOL. II. D 
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tageous a ne&od as sharing the iransaetiou with 
an hafailitadof > who takes dbarge of the (xnxiiAe?* 
Gtal part of the business. Sometimes, howevcar, 
the owner makes the attempt U> work his mine 
single-handed, in which he usually fiuls. But to 
elucidate the sulgectfiilly, I shall giro the details 
of &ca8£^ whidi involires most of the varieties, and 
upon which I h^ipen to possess ^cact infermation. 
A fiurmer, resident at iSns An&aU> of Guasco^ 
with wlieiia I had a good deal of ccnversatien en 
the sid^ect, opened a copper mine about ^hteen 
months pffeTions to our visit. He possessed ^me 
capital, and a small farm near the river, and was 
doing very wdl; but he bad set his beairt upon a 
burger and m<»re fortUe pr«^rty, lying about a 
league higib» up the stream. Dduded by the 
hfffe of soon realiaii^ a suffi^ent sum of money 
to porclmse this ground, be rashly undertodc to 
woik tibe mine himself: but 1^ miscakulated his 
Bfeeans, and. eaqi^ded all his, capital, before any 
adequate returns had come in. Hk mine was rich 
and promisng, md. he had raiasd a considerable 
mass Q£oretothesurfiiee;buthehadnomoni^to 
build fiimaces, or to purchase fiidi, and his work- 



MINING SYSTEM. 51 

mexk became damoraua far their wages. In ^rt, 
the worldiig ol the mine vas brought to a standi 
and utter rain stared him tsl die &c& When 
dungs had reaehed thifl stagey oneof thehabUita* 
dors^ who had been all the wfaik watching his 
procee^nge^ stepped finrward and oifeied to habi^ 
litate the mine, as it is called. The bargain he 
proposed^ Mid which the wretched miner had no 
altematkve but to accept, was^ that the habilita- 
dor dKmld pay the workmen dieir wiq^es^ feed and 
clothe them, and proyid^ took,, and all odiear ar^ 
ticles necessary fi>r working the ore; he undov 
tock besides to build smeking-liimaceS) and puiu 
dksue &e^ wd occasionally to siqiply the miner 
with mon^ for his sdbsistence. In lep ay mc nt 
ifff the sums advanced on these di&sent tecounts^ 
he required that the whole of the oopperfirom die 
mine should be deUvered to him at a fixed pricey 
namely^ ^^ dollars per quintal ; until the entiie 
debt, incurred by the outlays, diould bedisdiar|^ 
ed. The miner endeavoured to stipulate for hb 
copper being received at a higher rate dmn eight 
dollars, forese^g that at such a low pice his 
debt would never be liquidated He was also well 
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aware that, in consequence of the increased trade 
of the country, the price of copper had of late 
years been nearly doubled ; and. he naturally felt 
entitled to share more equally in this advantage. 
But the habilitador, who was not in want of mo- 
ney, was in no haste to dose the bargain, and was 
deaf to this reasoning : at length, the poor miner, 
rather than sell his little farm and become a beg- 
gar, agreed to the hard terms ofPered him. 

The mine being again in action, copper was 
produced in abundance ; all of which was deliver- 
ed to the capitalist, who lost no time in sending 
it to Guasco ; where he sold it for twelve or thir- 
teen dollars per quintal, clearing thereby, at once, 
four or five dollars upon every eight of expendi- 
ture* But his gains did not stop here ; for, as 
he had to provide the miners with food, clothing, 
and tools, he made his own charges for these, 
which being a capitalist he could a£Pprd to pur- 
chase in wholesale, while he took care to distri- 
bute them at very advanced prices at the mine. 
In the payment of the workmen^s wages, he also 
contrived to gain materially. By established re- 
gulations, it is settled, that, for every pair of 
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workmen^ or what is called a Bareta, the habili- 
tador is entitled to charge a specific sum of forty- 
five dollars per month, that is, sixteen for wages, 
and twenty-nine for clothing and food. The 
habilitador paid the bareta honestly enough their 
sixteen dollars ; ten to the upper workman, who 
is called the Baretero, and six to the other, the 
Apire, who is a mere carrier : but he charged 
twenty-nine dollars more in his account against 
the miner for clothing and other supplies, to each 
bareta, although it was notorious that the real 
cost for these articles always came to much less 
than that sum. 

Thus the poor miner went on producing copper, 
solely for the benefit of the habilitador, without 
the least diminution in his debt, and without any 
prospect of ever realizing money enough to make 
his wished-for purchase of the large farm. The 
other, indeed, was willing to advance him small 
sums of money to prevent his sinking into utter 
despair, and abandoning the mine ; but he had 
the mortification of feeling, that, for every eight 
dollars he borrowed, he was bound to pay back 
copper, which the habilitador sold for eleven or 
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tw^vie, while the current expences o£ the mine 
were every day inTolvii^ him deepct and deqier; 
and, finally, redocing him to mere dependence on 
die will of the capitalist. 

This and similar transactions, where the habi- 
Utador's price is about eight dollars, refer to a 
lecent period only; that is, smce the {orice of 
copper has risen, in consequence of the increased 
C(»nmercial intercourse, idiidi, in the first in- 
stance, had been feroed upon South Ammca, in 
q^te of all the Spanish regulations to the con- 
trary ; and was afterwiods, to a certain ezt^t, 
sanctioned by the Government. Antecedent to 

ibnt period, when the Spanish authority was ab- 

« 

solute, and the prices were as stated in the table 
at page 47, the habihtadors made bargains, pro- 
p<«tionably profitidde to themsdves and hard 
upon the miners. 

The liberation of Chili, and the consequent 
establishment of English and North American 
mercantile houses, have wrought a great change 
in the whole system ; as will be Been by stating 
what actually took place in the instance desmb- 
ed above : and this example, with various modi- 
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fications, imni«terial to the g&iernl principle, will 
serve to explain the manner in whidi a great nuu 
jorit]rof bU the mines ate now managed in CfailL 
An En^ifih merdmnt, who bad resided long 
eiiongh at Coquimbo> and other parts of Chili, to 
become well acqoainted with the mining diatricts, 
and with the personal character of most of the 
miners; happened to hear of die situation to whidi 
die fivmer, above mentioned, bad been reduced ; 
and knowing him to be an honest and haid-work- 
ing man, inquired mto die details of hb case. 
It i^ipeared diat his debt to die hahilitador was 
eight thousand dollars, and that there was ore 
enough at die surfaoe to smelt into a diousand 
quintals ; which, at die stqpukted rate of ei^t 
dollars per quintal, would be just sufficient to re- 
deem the debt But the miner had no funds to 
defray the cost of diis process, or the current ex« 
pences of the mine. 

The English merdiant, upon hearing how die 
maitter stood, offered to free him from his embar- 
rassment, and to conclude a bargain fiur more ad- 
vanti^peous to him. In the first place, he otkf* 
ed to lend the miner a thousand quintals of cop- 
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per, to be delivered at Guasco to the habilitador, 
whose daim upon the mine wotdd be thus anni- 
hilated. He next agreed to purchase the farm 
which the miner had so long wished for, and at 
once to put him in possession of it. He then 
proposed, not to habilitate the mine in the usual 
way, but to lend money to the miner, that he 
himself might pay the workmen, and be the pur- 
veyor fear his mine ; instead of having an account 
kept against him lor these disbursements. Final- 
ly, he was willing to take the copper o£P the min- 
er^s hands, at eleven dollars per quintal instead 
of eight. 

The miner was, of course, delighted with these 
terms, and readily adopted them, as he gained 
immediately several material advantages. He 
got rid of the opression of the habilitador ; he ac- 
complished the great object of his exertions, the 
possession of the large farm ; he secured a high 
price for all his copper ; and what he valued more 
probably than all the rest, he had the satisfaction 
of providing the mine himself, and was saved 
from the mortifying conviction of being cheated 
at every stage of the transaction. 
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The moment die bargain was concluded, die 
new fann was bought and entered upon; the 
smelting went on ; die miner soon paid back the 
diousand quintals he had borrowed ; die miners 
were set to work to raise more metal to the sur- 
face : so that, at the end of five mondis, enough 
a£ copper had been delivered to disdiarge two- 
thirds of the original debt, including die purchase 
money of the farm. On balancing accounts, how- 
ever, it appeared diat the farmer was still nine 
diousand dollars in debt to the English merchant, 
owing to fresh advances made to the mine. At 
the time I visited the spot, he was still consider- 
ably in arrears, but was nevertheless perfecdy con- 
tented ; and so also was die capitalist The mi- 
ner received what he considered a fair price for 
his labour, and die merchant was satisfied with 
die profit which he realized ; for although he pur- 
chased copper at eleven dollars, and sold it for 
twelve or thirteen, he felt also certain of having 
a complete command of all the copper of die mine 
in question, as long as he pleased, since it was 
highly improbable that the miner could ever cleai* 
off his debt. 
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There is a £Ulacy in the reasonings of many 
people, evai on the spot, as to the extent of muK 
ingprofits, whidi arises, prdiably, out of the pre- 
Tal^it imsconceptioDS respecdng Ae nature of 
money ; or, irfaidhi is the same thing, the true use 
of die predous metals, ccmsidered as weahh. In 
consequence of gieat gains being occasionally 
made by mining, it is ecroneoualy assumed, that 
the returns from capital so employed are likely 
to be, upcm the whole, greater dian jGN>m that 
ap^ied to agriculture, for instance, or to com- 
merce ; and many ruinous speculations have beai 
entered into, solely from omitting to take into ac- 
count the mult^lidty {£ fidlures, whidh balance 
the casual successes, and necessarily reduce the 
profits to the ordinary level. Even, however, if 
this uncertainty were not diaracteristic and in- 
herent in the nature of mining, stiU, like every 
other branch of industry, it could not l<mg con- 
tinue to yield extraordinary profits ; since, if ca- 
pital were more productiivdy bestowed on mines 
than in other ways, it would be i^eedily with- 
drawn from those other ^nployments, and ap- 
plied to mining speculations, until competition 
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had low^^ the profits to the usual standard. 
This being ineyitaUy the case, now that all 
things are left to find their natural place, it fol- 
lows, whatovar view we take, that a miner, who 
borrows the capital of others to enaUe him to pro- 
ceed with his speculations, is situated precisely as 
a fiirmer or a merchant, who incurs debt to carry 
on his business. And although there be a sort 
of imaginary wealth attaching to the idea of a 
mine, the proprietor will undoubtedly find just as 
mudi difficulty in shaking off the incumbrance <^ 
debt, as cdtiber the merchant or the fanner. In 
practice, however, this leads to no bad effect, but 
on the contrary, as might easily be shown, the 
present stato of the mines in Chili is, perhaps, 
upon the whole, the most favourable for the pro^ 
duction of national wealth. This reasoning is evu 
dently inaj^licaUe to former times, when every* 
thing was r^pilated by monopolies. 

The English capitalist, in the case described, 
might, of course have made a bargain apparent- 
ly bettor, and agreed, for example, not to receive 
the copper for more than nine or ton dollars, in- 
stead (tf deven; but his principal olgect was to 



60 CHILI. 

set competition quite at defiance, and by conclud- 
ing sucIl bargains only as produced moderate 
profits, secure the whole produce of the mine 
permanently, by making it the miner^s interest 
to go along with him. Such a principle is quite 
foreign to the practice and ideas of the native ha- 
bilitador, who, notwithstanding the great altera- 
ti(m both in the extent and advantages of the 
trade, cannot submit to smaller though more cer- 
tain profits. In process of time, he must no 
doubt consent to act as he has already been ob- 
liged.to do in part : but in the meanwhile, the 
more active foreign capitaUst has stepped in and 
displaced hun. 

The advantage which themerchant derives from 
securing, in this manner^ the constant produce of 
the numerous mines similarly at his command, 
consists in his being thus enabled to act with con- 
fidence as an agent for the commercial houses of 
the capital. The manner in which this branch of 
trade is carried on is as follows :-<-Goods are sent 
from England or Calcutta, adapted to the Chilian 
market, and consigned to British or American 
merchants resident in Santiago. The returns for 
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these goods can be made at present only by bills, 
in specie, or in copper. If this last be decided 
upon, the consignee at Santiago writes to his cor- 
respondent at Coquimbo, the British merchant al- 
luded to above, telling him, that on such a day a 
ship will caU on the coast for so many quintals of 
copper, and authorizing him to purchase at a cer- 
tain price, and to draw bills upon Santiago to the 
required amount. All that the Coquimbo mer- 
chant has to attend to, is to see that a sufficient 
stock of copper be ready by the appointed day. 
To enable him to do this at all times without risk 
of failure, it is essential to possess the complete 
command of many hundreds of mines. His me- 
thod of acquiring such influence has been detail- 
ed ; but to carry his plan into effect on an exten- 
sive scale, he must have capital to work with ; and 
this is accordingly furnished by the various cre- 
dits which the Santiago merchants supply him 
with from time to time. 

Thus, by a beautiful system of interchange of 
advantages, the benefits of unrestricted commerce 
are rendered very apparent. The European or 
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East Indian merebant receives a raluahle return 
tsargo for his goods ; the popuiaticm of ChiE are 
8U]^[)lt6d at low prices vith articles wUdi they 
want, but cannot produce at home ; the coisigBee 
having made the required remittance, and charged 
his commisrion, makes a fiirther pri^t on the re- 
tail distrilmtion of the imported cargo ; the i^enl 
at Coquimbo, besides gaining l^ die sale of his 
cc^per, acquired in the manner ahready described, 
gets a per c^itage on the transaction ; anilasdj, 
the produce of the mine is enhanced in value to 
its owner, while the eiqpences of all his operations 
are reduced. 

Such manifest advantages have naturally direct- 
ed much capital to this productive source of wealth ; 
and fresh mines are opening in all parts of the 
mining district, under the genial influence of the 
new system. As the increased supi^ may be ex- 
pected to lower the price of copper, a more ex- 
tensive use of the article will inevitaUy follow, 
which will be succeeded, in due oi^r, by a great- 
er demand. All this, however, it is important to 
observe, is new to South America ; and the ex^ 

12 
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elusive result of the recent changes. Its success- 
ful progress has also been most essentially pro- 
moted by the good sense of the Chilian goyem- 
ment^ who haye left eyery branch of the subject 
entirely to itself. 
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CHAFER X. 
LIMA. 

CHANGE PRODUCED BY THE REVOLUTION—- SUBSEQUENT 
EVENTS IN LIMA — CHARACTER OF SAN MARTIN. 

Oua stay at Lima, upon this occasion, was 
short, but very interesting. We arrived on the 
9th, and sailed on the 17th of December 1821. 
In the interval of four months, which had elapsed 
since we left Peru, the most remarkable change 
had taken place in the aspect of affairs. The flag 
of Spain had been struck on the Castle of Callao ; 
and in its place was displayed the standard of In- 
dependence. The harbour, which we had left 
blockaded by an enemy, was now open and free to 
all the world ; and, instead of containing merely 
a few dismantled ships of war, and half a dozen 
empty merchant vessels, was crowded with ships 
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unloading rich cargoes ; while the bay, to the dis- 
tance of a mile from the harbour, was covered with 
others waiting for rGk)m to land their merchandise. 
On shore all was bustle and activity. The peo- 
ple had no longer leisure for jealousy ; and, so far 
from viewing us with hatred and distrust, hailed 
us as friends ; and, for the first time, we landed 
at Callao without apprehension of insult The 
officers of the Chilian expedition, whose appear- 
ance, formerly, would have created a sanguinary 
tumult, were now the most important and popular 
persons in the place, Uving on perfectly friendly 
terms with the very people whom we well remem- 
bered to have known their bitterest, and as they 
swore, their irrecohdleable foes. It is true there 
is nothing new in this degree of political versati- 
lity ; but it is still curious to witness the facility, 
and total unconcern with which the sentiments of 
a whoje town are at once reversed, when it suits 
their interest. As the population of Callao de- 
pend for subsistence entirely upon the port being 
open, their anger had formerly been strongly excit- 
ed against the Chilians who had shut it up, and 
thereby brought want of employment and cons^-. 
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quent distreis, upon the pe<^le. But now the In* 
dependent party had not only restored the businesB 
of the port, hut augmented it much beyond its 
former extent The inhaUtants of Callao, there- 
fiMre, whose interest alone, quite indepentknt of 
any speculative tq^ons, regulated their polidcal 
feelings, w^re in raptures with the new order of 
things. 

In the capital, also, a great ehaage was vidiUe. 
The times, indeed, were still fiur too imsetded to 
admit of ease, or of confidence in the society. 
Ilie ancient masters of the city were gone ; its 
old government or^rtumed ; .its institutions^ and 
many of its customs, were changed ; but, as yet, 
nothing lasting had been substituted ; and, as eir« 
eumstmees were i^rying every hour, no new ha- 
bits had as yet been confirmed. In appearance, 
also, everything was different : instead of the fbr- 
mal dilatory style of doing business that prevail- 
ed in former days, all was decision »id activity ; 
even the stir in the streets looked to our eyes 
quite out of Peruvi^i character : the shops were 
filled with British manufactured goods ; the pave- 
ment was throng^ with busy mercluuits of all 
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nations, to the exclusion of those groups of indo« 
lent Spaniards, who, with their segars in their 
mouths, and wrapped in their cloaks, were wont, 
in bygone days, to let the world move on at its 
own pleasure, careless what turned up, so that it 
cost them no trouble. The population appeared 
to be increased in a wonderful degree ; and the 
loaded carts and mules actually blocked up the 
tboroughfiures. 

While viewing all this, the probable result be- 
comes a curious but intricate subject for specula* 
tion« That eventual good will spring out of the 
increased knowledge and power of free action 
which the recent changes haye introduced, there 
can be no sort of doubt : but in what manner it 
may be modified, and when or how brought about ; 
into what state, in short, the government may set- 
de at last, cannot, as I conceive, be predicted. 
In the midst, however, of the great confusion and 
uncertainty which prevail in these countries, it is 
satisfactory to think, ihat, in every variety of as- 
pect undeai^^jRhid they can be viewed, there is 
none in which the advantages of free trade axe 
not likely to be insisted cm by the people ; who 
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have acquired, with wonderful quickness, a clear 
and comprehensiye view of the sutgect, as contra- 
distinguished from the ancient system of restric- 
tion. There needs no time, indeed, nor educa- 
tion, to teach people of every class the direct be- 
nefits of having a large and constant supply of 
usefol merchandise at low prices : and although 
the means of purchase, and the disposition to 
spend capital in that way, must be greatiy in- 
creased by the establishment of a steady govern- 
ment ; yet, even in the most ill-regulated and un- 
settied state of public affidrs, there will always be 
found, in those countries, extensive means to 
make adequate commercial returns. It is not, as 
I conceive, any want of power to pay for import- 
ed goods that is to be apprehended ; but rather 
the absence of these wants, tastes, and habits, the 
hope of gratifying wUch is in every country the 
surest stimulus to industry. The mining and ag- 
ricultural resources of South America are very 
great ; as we already know, by what they pro- 
duced even when und^ the un&vouraUe circum- 
stances of the ancient system : and, from all we 
have seen of late years, it is highly improbable, 
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that, with the worst form of govemment likely to 
be established, these respurces will be less pro- 
ductive than heretofore. The desire to enjoy the 
luxuries and comforts, now, for the first time, 
placed within reach of the inhabitants, is proba- 
bly the feeling most generally diflused amongst 
them, and would be the least easily controlled, or 
taken away. Perhaps the wish for independence 
is, at this moment, a stronger emotion, but it is 
not yet so extensively felt as the other : to the 
great mass of the people, these abstract political 
ideas, standing alone, are quite unintelligible; 
but, when associated with the practical advan- 
tages we have been speaking of, they acquire a 
distinctness unattainable by other means. Had 
the Spaniards, some years ago, been judicious 
enough to concede a free commerce to the colo^ 
nies, there can be little doubt, that, although they 
would, by that means, have involuntarily sown 
the seeds of future political freedom, by giving 
the inhabitants a foretaste of its enjoyments, they 
might have put off what they considered the evil 
day, to a much later period : and the cry for In- 
dependence, now so loud and irresistible, might, 
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perhaps, not have yet been heard in South Ame- 
rica. 

It may be remembered, that, when we left Pe^ 
ru on the 10th of August, General 'San Martin 
had entered Lima and declared himself Protector ; 
but that Callao still held out, and, as long as this 
was the case, the Independent cause remained in 
imminent hazard. San Martin, therefore, employ- 
ed every means of intrigue to reduce the castle, 
as he had no military force competent to its regu- 
lar investment. It was supposed, that, in process 
of time, he would have succeeded in starving the 
garrison into terms ; but, on the 10th of Septem- 
ber, to the surprise of every one, a large Spanish 
force from the interior marched past Lima and 
entered Callao. San Martin drew up his army in 
front of the capital as the enemy passed, but did 
not choose to risk an engagement. The Spaniards 
remained but a few days in Callao, and then re- 
tired to the interior for want of provisions, carry- 
ing off the treasure which had been deposited in 
the castle. As they repassed Lima another op- 
portunity was afforded for attacking them, but 
San Martin still declined to take advantage of 
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wbai maay of die offices of the «niiy> and some 
other persona, conceived a most favoiffable mo- 
ment ftr gainiiig au important adrantage over 
the Royalists. A great outcry ^as in consequenoe 
raised by all parties against him, on account of 
dua apparent apathy ; and bia loss (^ popularity 
may be and to taike ita date from that hour. 

The fortress of CaHao, nevertheless, sunrender- 
ed to San Martin a few days afterwards^ and with 
this he dedared himself satisfied. Being all al(mg, 
as he dedbured« certain of muidnfir this most inw 
portant object, hf which the independence of the 
c(»intry was to be sealed, he did not ooncdive it 
advisable to faring the enemy to action. It is as- 
sorted, indeed, by many who w^e pqresent, that 
San Martin'^s army was much superior in num- 
bers to that of CanteraC) the Spanish general: 
but his friends, while they admit this, assert, that 
it was at the same time necessarily defective in 
discipline and experience ; since mote than two- 
thirds of the original expedition had sunk under 
iibe eWdcis of the dimate at Huaura, and the new 
levies consisted (£ raw troops recently collected 
fitmi the hills, and the aurrounding countries.. 
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Canterac^s army, on the other hand, consisted en- 
tirely of veterans, long exercised in the wars of 
Upper Peru. San Martin, therefore, thought it 
better to make sure of the castle, than, to risk the 
whole cause upon the doubtful and irremediable 
issue of one engag^nent. With Callao in their 
possession, and the sea open, the Patriots could 
never be driven out of Peru. But the slightest 
military reverse at that moment must at once 
have turned the tide ; the Spaniards would have 
retaken Lima ; and the independence of the coun- 
try might have been indefinitely retarded. 

13th of Dec. — I went this morning to the palace 
to breakfast with the Protector, and to see a curi- 
ous mummy, or preserved figure, which had been 
brought the day before from a Peruvian village 
to the northward of Lima. The figure was that 
of a man seated on the ground, with the knees 
almost touching his chin, the ^elbows pressed to 
the sides, and the hands clasping his cheek-bones. 
The mouth was half open, exposing a double row 
of fine teeth. The body, though shrivelled up 
in a remarkable manner, had all the appearance 
of a man, the skin being entire except on one 
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shoulder. In the countenance there was an ex- 
pression of agony very distinctly marked. The 
tradition with respect to this and other similar 
bodies is, that, at the time of the conquest, many 
of the Incas and their families were persecuted 
to such a degree, that they actually allowed them- 
selves to be buried alive rather thim submit to 
the fate with which the Spaniards threatened 
them. They have generally been found in the 
posture above described, in pits dug more than 
twelve feet deep in the sand ; whereas the bodies 
of persons known to have died a natural death, 
are invariably discovered in the regular burying- 
places of the Indians, stretched out at full length. 
There was seated near the same spot a female fi^ 
gure with a child in her arms. The female had 
crumbled into dust on exposure to the air, but the 
child, which was shown to us, was entire. It was 
wrapped iii a cotton cloth woven very neatly, and 
composed of a variety of brilliant colours, and 
quite fresh. Farts of the cloths also which the fe- 
male figure had worn were equally perfect, and 
the fibres quite strong. These bodies were dug 
up in a part of the country where rain never faUs, 
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and where the sand, consequently, is so perfixtly 
dry as to cause an absorption of moisture so rapid, 
that putre&ction does not take {dace. 

The male figure was sent to Engknd in the 
Conway, and is now in the British Museum. 

About this time a great sensation was excited 
among the English, as well as the majority of the 
inhabitants of Lima, by the arrest and impriscm- 
ment of an old Spaniard, who had possessed ior 
many years the highest influenee orer every dam 
of society ; a power which he owed, not so mueh 
to his extensive wealth, as to his tdents and knowu 
ledge, and amiable disposition. As a man of bu- 
siness, he held the highest r^mtation for probity, 
liberality, and perseverance. Of his enterprise it 
will be sufHci^it to state, that he was the first 
man in South America who sent to England fiv 
steam-engines ; and he had actually a'ected them 
at one of the mines in the interior, at the distance 
of several hundred miles firom the capiud. He 
was a most accomplished traveller, had visited 
great part of the world, xad spdce and wrote 
English, and several other European languages, 
with great fiudlity and correctness. Long befiore 
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the attack was made on Lima, he had, in vain, 
exerted all his influence to prevail upon the go- 
vernment to open the port to free trade, which 
measure he promised would not only win the con- 
fidence and hearty support of the people, but would 
supply the treasury with means of resisting the 
aiemy, should an invasion be threatened. His 
advice, however, was overruled by the body of 
merchants, who possessed a close monopoly of the 
eommerce of Peru, and who could not be induced 
l^ any considerations to yield the smallest por- 
tion of their exclusive privileges. It signified no- 
thing to prove to th^n that, without commerce, 
there could be no receipt of duties, and without 
receipts, the treasury must remain in a stilte ina- 
dequate to provide means of resistance, when Uie 
contest should arise. All such patriotic views were 
absorbed in the selfishness of a monopoly, which 
could bear no modification : the united influence 
of these merchants prevailed, and the measure pro- 
posed by this sagacious individual was not adopt- 
ed till long after it was too ]ate-«-till Lord Coch- 
rane had blockaded the port, and put an end to 
commerce in that quarter, and San Martin had 

10 
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landed with his army to instigate the oppressed 
population to assert their right to the advantages 
enjoyed by every other part of South America. 
Thus these bigotted and obstinate people, by actr 
ing under the influence of deep-rooted prejudices, 
and narrow views of the real principles of com- 
merce, not only paved the way for the conquest of 
the colony, but in the end brought total ruin up- 
on themselves. 

But although this able and enlightened Span- 
iard'^s influence was unequal to the task of success- 
fully opposing the monopolists, and of affording 
govemment the pecuniary means of defending the 
country, it will easily be understood that a man 
of his extenidve views, talents, knowledge, and 
wealth, must have possessed great consequence in 
a society like that of Lima. His influence, in- 
deed, extended firom the palace to the lowest ran- 
cha: he was the companion and the counsellor 
of the highest ; the comforter and protector of the 
most wretched ; and he was the friend of all 
strangers, to whom his hospitable doors were al- 
ways open. Not a mortal in Lima could act 
without his advice ; a word or two with him was 



OLD SPANIARD. 77 

essential to every project, great or small; his 
house was constantly besieged by crowds, and 
whanever he walked along the streets he was ar- 
rested at every comer by supplicants. 

With all this real importance he had not a 
spark of presumption : in his manners he was 
simple and unaff^ed ; always in good humour ; 
always saw the bright side of things ; made the 
most of the good, and promised that the bad 
would mend^ his heart was open to every gene- 
rous impression, and it was impossible not to feel 
in his presence something of that involuntary, but 
entire respect, which we pay to taste and exceL* 
lence in the other sex. 

But when San Martin entered Lima, a new (Jr- 
,der of things took place: That vigorous chief 
wanted no adviser ; he directed everything him- 
self, and with the decision of a soldier, admitted 
no appeals ; he swept whole classes away; esta- 
blished new laws and institutions ; imd entirely 
altered the general aspect of society. All stran- 
gers were admitted to the port, and were invited 
to establish themselves in the capital without re- 
serve or restriction ; and every one being allowed 
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perfect liberty of action, there was no need of in- 
fluence or management, and our excellent friaid'^s 
occupation was gone. He was no longer sought 
for at the palace, nor diased in the streets, nor 
Uodiiaded in his house. During the siege of Li- 
nda, and while its fail was still doubtful, his good- 
will had been sedulously courted by the emissa- 
ries of the Patriots ; but when the conquest was 
complete, his support was of less moment ; and 
the old man, fallen firom his high estate, had not 
forbeanmce enough to conceal his chagrin ; and 
probably, in conversation, expressed himself in^ 
discreetly, with respect to the reigning powers. 
Be this as it may, he soon received a severe les- 
son of prudence. Two friars called upon him one 
morning, saying, they had cmne from that part of 
die country where his mines lay, then occupied 
by the Spanish forces. They gave out that they 
were bearers of a messi^ from the Viceroy, that, 
unless he sent back correct information respect- 
ing the state of Lima, his steam-engines and other 
works would all be destroyed. He endeavoured 
to get rid o( these friars without committing him- 
self so seriously as to give them the intelligence 
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l^y wanted, bat they declared, that they dared 
not return without Bomething to prove they had 
actually aeen and conyersed with him. The old 
man resktedfcMr a long time : at last, one of them 
took up a book with his name upon it, and said 
iiiat it would fierye as a youdber, and he unwit* 
tingly allowed them to take it away. The finars, 
viho were arrested in the course of die same day, 
with the book in their possession, were, at first, 
treated as spies, and it was expected they would 
be hanged on the spot ; but, to the surprise oi 
eyery one, they were both released, and the old 
Spaniard abhe imprisoned. This gave rise to 
die notion, I beUey« unfounded, that they had 
been ^nployed merely to entrap our incautious 
6iend. It was socm known that he was to be tried 
by a military commission, and alarm and distress 
spread from one end of Lima to the other : in^ 
deed, had the public sendment been less univer- 
sally expressed in his fiEivour, he would, in all 
probability, have been put to death, for the pur- 
pose of striking terror into the minds of all the 
remaining Spaniards, and inducing diem to leave 
the country. 
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No one sugpected this old Spaniard of such 
gross folly as giving political or military informa- 
tion to these creatures of the Viceroy ; but he rery 
naturally heard with much interest any informa- 
tion they possessed respecting his mines ; and in 
an unguarded moment was probably guilty of the 
high indiscretion of sending some message to the 
Spaniards in the interior about his steam-engines 
and other property. 

While he was still in confinement, I went one 
day to visit him, as soon as the interdict against 
visitors was removed. He was as cheerful as ever, 
though well aware of his danger. The room in 
which he was confined was hung round with old 
pictures, amongst which was one of St Francis by 
Velasquez, which he had been trying to purchase 
from the friars, in the hope that I would accept 
it, and hang it up in my ship. It was thus that 
his thoughts were at all times more employed in 
seeking means to oblige other people, than in at- 
tending to his own concerns ; an amiable indiscre- 
tion, but unsuited to such times, and to which, 
perhaps, he owed his ruin. 

In the end this excellent old man was released 
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from prison, but was ever afterwards watched 
with a jealous eye, and when the great persecu- 
tion commenced against the Spaniards in the be- 
ginning of 1822, he was banished, and his pro- 
perty was confiscated. More unmerited misfor- 
tune never befel a worthier man, whose great- 
est crime was indiscretion. His is one of the in- 
numerable cases, where we had the means of know- 
ing correctly, how severely and unjustly the ef- 
fects of the contest were sometimes directed. In 
ordinary revolutions, most of the cruelty and in- 
justice generally result from lawless and tumul- 
tuous assemblages of people ; and such is the na- 
tural and looked for ^consequence of placing power 
in the hands of inexperienced men. But in 
South America these political convulsions have, 
with few exceptions, been kept under a certain 
degree of control ; and have generally been di- 
rected by men having reasonable and praise-worthy 
objects in view. Nevertheless, in every possible 
case, a revolution is necessarily a great temporary 
evil ; and must always have its fidl share of crime 
and sorrow : private feelings, interests, and rights, 
must on such occadons take their chance of being 
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gwept «way by the torrent of innovatton ; and of 
b^g sacrificed, sometimes to public policy, and 
not unfirequently, perhaps, to indiyidual ill-will, 
avarice, or ambition. That things in South Ame- 
rica can ever, by any chance, revert to the melan- 
choly state they formerly were in, is impossible ; 
that they will upon the whole improve, is equal- 
ly manifest : in the meanwhile, notwithstanding 
this conviction, it is difficult, when on the spot, to 
see only the good, and to shut our eyes to the suf. 
ferings which the country is exposed to, in its pre- 
sent, fiery ordeal. 

. 14^A. — In the evening tha*e was a play, but 
the people we had been wont to see there before 
the Revolution were all gone ; and their places oc- 
cujoed by Chilian <^cers, and by English, Ame- 
rican, and Fraich merchants, together with niun- 
berless pretty Lim^as, a race who smile on all 
parties aUke. The actors were the same, and the 
play the same, but everything else— dress, man-* 
ners, language, were different : even the invete? 
rate custom of smoking in the theatre had been 
abolished by a public decree. 

Sunday y 16^A af Dec. — The ceremony of in- 
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sCituting the Order of the Sun took place on this 
day in the palace. San Martin assembled the of* 
ficers and civilians who were to be admitted mm- 
bers of the order, in one of the oldest halls of the 
palace. It was a long, narrow, antiqae room, 
with a dark wainscotting covered over with gilt 
ornaments, carved cornices, and fantastic tra- 
cery in relief along the roof The floor was 
spread with rich Gobelin tapestry ; and on each 
side was ranged a long line of sofas, and high- 
backed arm-chairs with gilded knobs, carved work 
round the arms and feet, and purple velvet cover- 
ing on the seats. The windows, which were high, 
narrow, and grated like those of a prison, looked 
into a large square court thickly planted with 
oranges, guavas, and other firuit-trees of the coun- 
try ; kept fresh and cool, by four fountains play- 
ing in the angles. Over the tops of the trees, be- 
tween the steeples of the convent of San Francis- 
co, could be seen the tops of the Andes capped 
in clouds. Such was the great audience hall of 
the Viceroys of Peru. 

San Martin sat at the top of the room, before 
an immense mirror, with his ministers on the 
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right and left. The President of the Council, at 
the other end of the hall, invested the several 
knighta with their ribbons and stars ; but the 
Protector himself administered the obligation on 
honour, by which they were bound to maintain 
the dignity of the order, and the independ^ce of 
the country. 

After a very busy and amusing visit of a week, 
^.jnring which our attention was constantly occu- 
pied by the multiplicity and variety of the objects 
in this renovated capital ; we sailed, with orders 
to visit the coast of South America, as far as the 
Isthmus of Panama ; thence to proceed along the 
shores of Mexico, which are washed by the Pa- 
cific, to call at the various ports by the way, and 
then to return to Peru and Chili. 

Circumstances occurred to prevent the com- 
pletion of this plan, and to render it necessary 
for me to repass Cape Horn, without again visit- 
ing the western coast. Lcannot, therefore, from 
personal observation, or from inquiry on the spot, 
give any detail of the interesting and important 
events which took place subsequent to our depar- 
ture. The fpllowuig brief sketch, however, will 
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i9erve to wind up the various accounts already 
given. The facts, I am confident, are correctly 
stated : to reason upon them to any useftd pur- 
pose is a difficult task, and one which I am not 
prepared to undertake. Few persons in England 
have succeeded in acquiring any distinct concep- 
tion of South American politics, from the ac- 
counts given in the newspapers, or other publica- 
tions ; and it may be some consolation to others 
to know, that even those who have been on the 
spot, and know all the parties concerned, find 
very considerable difficulty in getting at the truth. 
Even with the assistance of trust-worthy corre- 
spondents, and facilities of reference to authentic 
documents, they still encounter no small difficulty 
in arranging their information, so as to estimate 
correctly the merits of the great questions, which 
are to settle the fate of the country. An unpre- 
judiced and connected narrative, written by an 
impartial eye-witness, is the only remedy for this 
evil. The field of view, indeed, is so immensely 
extensive, so remote fi?om us, and so crowded 
with new objects ; and the information we receive 
has to pass through such an atmosphere of preju- 
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dice and seMBhness, and comes to us at such ir- 
regular intervals, that it is almost out of the ques- 
tion for any one, not on the spot, to acquire ade- 
quate meuu of forming * correct judgment of 
what is passing in SouA America. 

In August 1821, as has been stated, San Mar- 
tin became self-dLected Protector of Peru. AAer 
this he proceeded steadUy in recruitiBg and diaci- 
plining his army ; in r^orming the local abuses 
in the administration of a&irs ; in pr^aring and 
promulgating a provisional statute by which the 
government was to be administered, undl the per- 
manait constitution of the state should be esta- 
Uished. Having business to transact at Tnudl- 
lo, a sea-port town to the nortibward of Lima, he 
appointed the Marquis of Torre Tagle as su« 
preme delegate in his abs^ce. The perscm, 
however, essentially charged with the executive 
administration was Don Bernardo Monteagudo, 
a very able man and a most zealous Patriot ; but 
who, be^des being unpopular in his manners, was 
a bitter enemy to the whole race of old Spaniards. 
After a short absence San Martin returned, yet 
he did not ostensibly resume the reins of govern- 
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menty nor live in the palace ; but retired to La 
Magdalena, his country house, at a short distance 
from Lima. 

Towards the end of the year 1821, a decree 
was published, ordering every unmarried Span^ 
iard to leave the country, and to forfeit half his 
property; and within a few months afterwards, 
this decree was extended to married men also. 
Upon one occasion, no less than four hundred 
Spaniards of the first fimiilies, and the most weal- 
thy persons in Lima, were forcibly taken from 
their houses and marched on foot to Callao ; sur- 
rounded by guards, and followed by their wives 
and children, of whom they were not even allow- 
ed to take leave, before they were thrust on board 
a vessel ; which sailed immediately with them to 
Chili. Though, by the original decree, only ono- 
half of the property of Spaniards was confiscated, 
it was soon altered to the whole : and, in July 
1822, the xuin of the old Spaniards was complete. 
The manner, also, in which this persecution was 
carried on, is said to have been unfeeling and ill- 
judged ; the most insulting decrees were publish- 
ed, such as, ^^ That no Spaniard should wear a 
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doak, lest he should conceal weapons^ — ^^ That 
they should never be seen out of doors after the 
vespers^ — ^^ That no more than two should be 
seen together ;^ and, it is even said, a Spanish 
woman was once actually put in the pillory for 
speaking disrespectfully of the Patriot cause. 

The whole of these arbitrary measures were 
carried into effect during the nominal administra- 
tion of Torre Tagle ; and it was generally believ- 
ed, that their offensive and crud execution origi- 
nated with the prime minister Monteagudo. But 
if they be in themselves unjustifiable, and deserve 
the imputation of tyranny, it will not avail San 
Martinis friends to say they were the acts of ano- 
ther ; for he was notoriously the main-spring of the 
whole government, nor would he himself seek to 
escape censure by any such subterfiige. 

In May the Patriot army under General Tris- 
tan, sent by San Martin against the Spaniards, 
was defeated : still he remained inactive. In July 
he left Lima for Guayaquil, where he had an in- 
terview with Bolivar. During his absence the 
people of Lima, irritated Jby the arbitrary proceed- 
ings of the minister Monteagudo, forcibly depos- 
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ed, imprisoned, and afterwards banished him to 
Panama. A new minister was chosen by the su^ 
preme delegate, and confirmed in his appointment 
by San Martin on his return from Guayaquil; 
from whence he sailed in August with a body of 
troops ftimished by Bolivar. 

The Sovereign Constituent Congress, consist- 
ing of Representatives, elected by the difierent 
liberated provinces, had been several times con- 
voked, but as often prorogued : till at length, San 
Martin, to the surprise of many persons who be- 
lieved he was aiming at permanent power, com- 
plied with the general wish of the people, and ac- 
tually assembled the deputies on the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1822. Into their hands he immediately 
resigned the supreme authority which he had as- 
sumed a year before. The congress, in return, 
elected him, by unanimous decree, generalissimo 
of the armies in Peru. But he resolutely declined 
receiving more than the mere title, which he con- 
sented to accept as a mark of the approbation and 
confidence of the Peruvians ; declaring that, in 
his opinion, his presence in Peru in command of 
the forces was inconsistent with their authority. 
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The following is a transktioii of the answer which 
he made to the congress, <hi their invitation to him 
as gen^alissimo. 

<^ At the close of my puUic Ufe, after having 
resigned into the hands of the august Congress of 
Peru the supreme authority of the state ; nothing 
could have flatt^ed me so much as the solemn 
expression of your confidence, in naming me ge- 
neralissimo of the national forces, by sea and land, 
which I have just received by a deputation Scorn 
your house. I have had the honour to signify 
my profound gratitude to those who made me this 
communication ; and I have since had the satis- 
&ction to accept the title alone, because it marks 
your approbation of the brief services which I have 
rendered to this country. 

^^ But, not to act as a traitor to my own fed* 
ings, and the best interests of the nation, allow 
me to state, that a painful and long course of ex- 
perience has taught me to foresee, that the distin^ 
guished rank to which you wish to raise me, fiur 
from being useful to the nation, were I to exer- 
cise the authority, would <»ly frustrate your own 

intentions, by alarming the jealousy of those who 

II 
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are anxious for complete liberty ; and by dividing 
ike opinion of the people, would diminish that 
omfidence in your decisions, which nolliing but 
complete ind^endence can infipire. My poesaioe 
in Peru, considering the ai:^ority I latety pos- 
sessed, and the power I should still retain, is in^^ 
consist^it with die moral existence of your sove- 
reign body,. and widi my own. opinions; since no 
prudence^ nor forbearance, en my part, wiU keep 
off the dia&B of malevolence and calumny. 

^^ I have folfiUed die sacred promise which I 
made to Peru : I have witnessed the assembly of 
its representatives: die enemy ^s force thveatent 
the independence of no plaee that wishes to be 
free, and possesses die means.of b^gjM. A nu- 
merous army, under the direction of warlike chiefs, 
is ready to maxah. in a few d/ifs to put an end to 
the war. Nothing is left for me to do, but to of- 
fisr you my sincerest dianks, and to promise, diat 
if the liberties of the Peruvians shall ever be at- 
tacked, I diall daim the honour of accompanying 
them, to defend dieir freedom like a citizen."^ 

The coi^ess, who were either unwilling, or 
affected to be unwilling, that San Martin should 
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view their oflfer in this light, wrote to entreat him 
to take the actual command of the armies ; quot- 
ing, in their letter, his own expression in his ad- 
dress to them on their meetmg, where he says ; 
>' The voice of the sovereign authority of the na- 
tion shall always be listened to with respect by 
San Martin, as a citizen of Peru, and be obeyed 
by him, as the first soldier of liberty.^ 

This appeal, however, did not change the re- 
solution which San Martin had formed on the oc- 
cadon ; and having issued the following proda- 
mation, he went to Callao, embarked in his yacht, 
and immediately sailed for Chili ; leaving^he Pe- 
ruvians, as they had wished, to the management 
4>f the congress they had themselves elected. 

'" P&OCLAMATION* 

^^ I have witnessed the declaration of the inde- 
pendence of Chili and Peru : I hold in my hand 
the standard which Pizarro brought over to en- 
slave the empire of the Incas : I have ceased to 
be a public man : and thus are repaid to me, with 
usury, (con usura,) ten years spent in revolution 
and war. 

8 
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My promises to the countries in which I made 
war are fulfilled — I give them independence, and 
leave them the choice of their government. 

^< The presence of a fortunate soldier, however 
disinterested he be, is dangerous to newly consti- 
tuted states ; on the other hand, I am disgusted 
with hearing that I wish to raise myself to the 
throne. Nevertheless, I shall always be ready to 
make the utmost sacrifice for the liberties of the 
coimtry, but in the character of a private indivi- 
dual, and in no other, (en clase de simple parti- 
cular, y no mas.) 

^^ With respect to my public conduct, my coun- 
trymen, as usual, will be divided in opinion : their 
children will pronounce the true verdict. 

^^ Peruvians ! I leave you the national repre- 
sentation established : if you repose implicit con- 
fidence in them you will surely triumph : — ^if not, 
anarchy will swallow you up. 

^^ God grant that success may preside over your 
destinies, and that you may reach the summit of 
felicity and peace. 

" Dated in the Free City, (Pueblo Libre,) 
" 20th September 1822. 

(Signed) " Jose de San Martin.*" 



94 FEKir. 

Tlie sovereign congress, thus left to themselves, 
appomted a govenung junta of three e^qperienoed 
men. They also passed an immense number of 
decrees to little or no purpose ; and everything 
very soon went into utter conAision under their in- 
experienced guidance. Indeed, the greater num- 
ber of the deputies were men who knew little of 
the science of legislation. In November 1822, 
an expedition sailed from Lima for the south 
coast ; but in January 1823, shortly after land^ 
ing, they were completely beaten. This disaster 
was followed by general discontent, and in Febru- 
ary, the sittings of the congress were suspended 
by Blvaguero the President, who subsequently 
dissolved them in a summary, and, as it was said, 
a most unconstitutional manner. 

The Royal troops soon took advantage of the 
imbecility of the Patriots, who were without a 
leader : and in June 1823 G^ieral Canterac re- 
entered Lima ; 2ind, having driven the Patriots 
into Callao, levied heavy contributions of money 
and goods on the inhabitants, destroyed the mint, 
and retired again to Upper Peru, after a stay of 
only fourteen days. 
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While these ruinous proceedings were going 
on, Bolivar was bringing the war in Colombia to 
a dose ; and foreseeing, that, if the affairs of Li- 
ma were not put into better train, the Spaniards 
would in a short, time re-establish their authority, 
and probably shake the power of the Independ- 
ents in Colombia ; he resolved to proceed to Peru 
with a considerable force. The Spaniards had 
retired before Bolivar^s approach ; and as we learn 
that he has been well seconded by the Chilian 
government, who sent a fresh expedition to Peru, 
there is reason to believe, that the war may soon 
be put an end to, and this last spot, over which 
the Spaniards have any control, be rendered in- 
dependent. 

As the character and conduct of San Martin 
have been made the svibject of a controversy into 
which for many reasons I am unwilling to enter, 
I shall merely state what are the leading points 
in this discussion ; the real merits of which can- 
not, for the preset, as I conceive, be fully under- 
i^ood at this distance from the spot. 

The first charge made against him iis his want 
of activity and energy in the conduct of the Pe- 
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ruvian war ; the next^ his despotic expulsion of 
the old Spaniards in Lima ; and lastly, his deser- 
tion of the Independent cause at a season of great 
danger and perplexity. 

With respect to the first of these charges, 
enough, perhaps^ has already been said, both in 
describing the effects, and in exphdning the prin- 
dples of his cautious and protracted system of re^ 
volutionizing, rather than of conquering the coun- 
try. 

The banishment and ruin of the Spaniards is 
justified by San Martinis friends on the ground 
of the obstinate conduct of those individuals 
themselves, who, it is asserted, resisted every at- 
tempt to engage them to co-operate cordiftlly with 
the Patriots, and who persisted at all times in in- 
triguing for the restoration of the old authority. 
It is urged also by his adherents, that in Colom- 
bia and Mexico a similar degree of severity to- 
wards the Spaniards has been found indispensable 
to the safety of the new governments. In Chili, 
also, and in Buenos Ayres, the same policy has 
been considered necessary ; but as their Revolu- 
tions were more gradually brought about, the ex- 
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iirpation of the Spaniards, though equally com- 
plete, has been accompanied by less abruptness. 
With respect to the propriety or impropriety 
of San Martinis leaving the Peruvians to be go- 
verned by the congress, unaided by him, it is dif- 
ficult to speak deddedly, without more exact and 
extensive information on the subject than has yet 
been published. He never made any secret of 
his wish for retirement, and lost no opportunity 
i^ declaring, both publicly and privately, his in- 
tention of gratifying his inclinations as soon as 
ihe independence of Peru should be established^ 
The question, therefore, seems to be, not whether 
he was justified in leaving the Peruvians at all ; 
but if he has seized the proper moment for dmng 
so. It is true, that he undertook to stand by,' 
And protect P^ru, when the sole charge was plac- 
ed in his hands : but when the inhabitants, after 
a whole yearns reflection, thought fit to claim from 
him the privilege of being governed by represent- 
atives chosen from amongst themselves, he did 
not feel justified in refusing their demand. Yet, 
^t ihe same time, he may not have considered 
himself at all called upon, as the subject of ano- 
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ther state, to eerre » eoimtry that bo longeor 
sought hia pTotection ; but which, mh the omi^ 
trary, felt competent to its own defence, and en- 
titled to an nninflneneed goTemment ; which, in 
his opinion, it could nerer poesesa as long aa he 
was present. It was altogether contrary to hia 
usual practice and feelings to use force in ad* 
Tancing his opinions :'-^iid finding diat he had 
lost his influence, and that the whole country^ 
and eren Buenos Ayres and Chili, accused him 
of a wish to make himsdf king^^he was resoly« 
ed to abandon, for the present, a cause he oouU 
no longer benefit. 

Viewing matters then as they now stand, or 
seem to stand, and reflecting on the character of 
San Martin, it is quite eyident that he is a man 
not only of great abilities, both as a soldier aiid 
a statesman ; but that he possesses, in a remark- 
able degteef the great and important quality of 
winning the regard, and commanding the devoted 
services of other men. To these high attributes he 
is indebted for the celebrity he acquired by the 
conquest of Chili, and its solid establishment as a 
free state : and, whatever may be said of his lat- 
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ter conduct in quitting Peru, when he found it 
impossible to govern it in the manner he wiiAied, 
he may still safely lay dakn to the full honour of 
having also paved the way for the Mberation of 
that country. 

These are no triflii^ services for one mim to 
perform : and if we bdieve San Martin sincere in 
his desire for retirement, as I most sincerely do^ 
we shall have still more reason to respect that dis- 
interested puMic spirit, and that generous love of 
liberty, which could, for so many years, surmount 
every consideration of a private nature. It is so 
rare to see such high powers as he unquesticma^ 
bly possesses, united with a taste for domestic and 
retired life, that many are slow to believe him in 
earnest. If, however, that doubt be removed, and 
the above character be supposed fiurly drawn, we 
shall arrive at an explanation of his conduct, per- 
haps not far from the truth ; by supposing him 
to have imagined, at the time he retired, that he 
had done enough ; and that, consistently with his 
real character and feelings, he could be of no fur- 
ther service to the Peruvians; or that, at all 
events, for the moment his presence was not like- 
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ly to advance their cau9e ; and that, by returing 
for a tim^ he might eventually more essentially 
advance the great object of his life, than he could 
hope to do by struggling against the wishes of 
the country so decidedly expressed. 

This is stated neither as praise nor as blame ; 
but sunply as affording some explanation of a ve- 
jy curious historical event. Whether or not it 
would havje been better for the cause of the South 
American In4ependence, had the chief actor been 
a man of a sterner nature, is another question en- 
tirely ; my sole object, in this sketch, has been to 
draw as faithfiil and impartial a picture as I pos^ 
/dbly could of what has actually taken place^ 
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tHAPTER XI. 

COASTING VOYAGE; 

tAYTA — GUAYAQUIL— GALAPAGOS ISLANDS— PANAMA— 
ACAPULCO— SAN BLAS DE CALIFORNIA. 

On the 1 7tli of December 1821^ we sailed froni 
Callao Roads^ and coasted along to the northward 
till the 20th ; when we anchored off the town of 
Paytaj a place celebrated in Anson^s Voyage, as 
well as in the histories of the old Buccaneers. 

Lord Anson^s proceedings, we were surprised 
to find, are still traditionally known at Payta ; 
and it furnishes a curious instance of the effect of 
manners on the opinions of mankind, to observe 
that the kindness with which that sagacious offi- 
cer invariably treated his Spanish prisoners, is, at 
die distance of eighty yeturs^ better known, and 
more dwelt upon by the inhabitants of Payta, 
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than the capture and wanton destruction of the 
town. 

We had scarcely anchored, before the captain 
of the port came on board, accompanied by a 
person whom he chose to call an interpreter ; but 
who, upon being put to the proof, was so drunk, 
as not to be able to articulate one word of any 
language whatever. 

The heat is always considerable at Payta ; and, 
as no rain falls, the houses are slightly construct- 
ed of an open sort of basket-work, through which 
the air blows &eAy at all ixsaeB ; the roofi, which 
are high and peaked, are thatehed with leaves: 
fM)me of the walls are plastered with mud, but ge- 
nerally speaking, they are left open. After hav- 
ing examined the town, a party was made to visit 
the naghbottxing heights, from whence we could 
see nothing in any direction, but one bleak, un- 
broken waste of barren sand. Our guide, who 
was rather an intelligent man, expressed much 
surpxifie at our wsiduity in breaking the rodcs ; 
and at die care with which we wrapped up the 
specim^. He could not conceive any stcme to 
be viduable lliat did not contain gold or silver ; 
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end, snpposii^ that we labourod under iome muk 
tidce as to the nature of the rocks, repeatedly 
b^ged us to throw them away, assuring us they 
were merely ^^piedrabruta,^andof notcnrtofuse. 

On returning through the town, we were at- 
tracted by the sound of a harp, and, following 
the usage of the country, we entered the house. 
The family rose to give us thdr seats; and, 
upon learning that it was their music which had 
interested us, desired the harper to go on. Af- 
ter he had played aoine national Spamdi airs, we 
asked him to let us hear a natire tune ; but he 
mistook our meaning, and gare us, with oonsider- 
Me spirit, a waltz, whidi, not very long before, 
I had heard as a fiishionidble air in London,^— 
and here it was equally popular at Fayta— one 
of the most out of the way and least frequented 
qpots in the civilized world. Of the tune th^ 
knew nothing, except how to play it : they had 
never heard its name, or that of the composer, or 
of his nation ; nw could they tell when, or by 
what moans, it had come amongst them. 

While our boat was rowing from the ship to 
the Aare to take us on board, we stuped into a 



104 PEEir. 

house^ near the landing-place, where we were 
hospitably received by a party of ladies assem- 
bled near the wharf, as we surmised, to hare a 
better yiew of the strangers as they emibarked ; at 
least they seemed very well pleased with our visit. 
Being nearly choked with dust, I began the 
conrersation by begging a glass of water; upon 
which one of the matrons pulled a key from her 
pocket, and gave it to a young lady, who carried 
it to the comer of the room, where a large jar was 
placed, and unlocking the metal lid, measured out 
a small tumbler fiill of water for me ; after which 
she secured the jar, and returned the key to her 
mother. This extraordinary economy of water 
arose, as they told us, from there not being a 
drop to be got nearer than three or four leagues 
off; and as the supply, even at this distance, was 
precarious, water at Fayta was not only a neces- 
sary of life, but as in a ship on a long voyage, 
was considered a luxury. This inddent frumish- 
^ a copious topic, and on speaking of the coun- 
try, we rejoiced to learn, that we had at length 
very nearly reached the northern limit of that 
mighty desert, along which we had been coasting 
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ever sinee we left Coquimbo, a distance of six- 
teen hundred miles. 

We weighed as soon as the land wind b^an to. 
(Steal off to us, and steered along sliore^ with the 
sea as smooth as glass, and the faint sound of the 
surf on the beach just audible. On the evening 
of the 9Sd of Dec^nber, we anchored off the en« 
trance of the Bay of Guayaquil ; but, owing to the 
light winds and the ebb. tide, it was not till the 
evening of the next day, the 34th of December, 
that we reached the entrance of the river. The. 
weather, in the day-time, was sultry and hot to 
an intolerable degree : at night, the land breeze, 
which resembled the air of an oven, was heavy 
and damp, and smelled strongly of wet leaves 
and other decaying vegetables. We anchored 
near a small village on the great Island of Puna, 
which Ues opposite to the mouth of the river, and 
presently afterwards a pilot came off, who, to our 
surprise, undertook to carry the ship up the river, 
as fiir as the town, in the course of the night, Ft 
was very dark, for there was no moon : not a soul 
in the ship had ever been here before : the pilots 
however, appeared to understand his business per- 
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fectly, and I agreed to hit proposal, upon his ex- 
plaming, that, during the greater part of tbt 
night, the wind and tide would be favoorable, 
whereas in the day-time, both were likely to be 
adverse. 

The river was, in general, In'oad and deep, 
diough, at some places, there were abrupt turn- 
ings, and many shoals, which sometimes oUiged 
lu to keep so dose to the banks, that it seemed, 
in the dark, as if our yard-arms must get entang- 
led with the branches of the toees, which grew 
down to the v^ water^s edge. The wind was 
gentle but steady, and just enough, in such per- 
fectly smooth water, to keep the sails asleep, as 
aeamen express it when in light winds they do not 
flap against die masl. 

By means of this finnt air, and the dde toge- 
ther, we shot rapidly up the river ; threa£ng our 
iray, as it were, through the woods, which stood 
dark and still, like two vast black walls afeng the 
banks of the stream. Men wew placed by the 
andior ; and all hands were at their stations, rea- 
dy, i|t an instant^s warning, to perform any evolu- 
tion : not a word was spoken, exc^t when the pi- 
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lot addressed the helmsman, and received his re- 
ply : not the least noise '^as heard but the plaA 
of the sounding lead, and the dripping of the dev 
from the rigging and sails on the decks. The 
flood tide, which we had caught, just at the turn, 
on entering the river, served to carry us quite up 
to the town, a distance of forty miles : and at feur 
oVlodc, after passing the whole night in this 
wild and solemn sort of navigation, we anchored 
amongst the shipping off the city. As the day 
broke, the houses gradually became visible ; pre- 
sentiBg to the eye forms and proportions, which 
varied at evary moment, as fresh light came in to 
dissipate the previous illusioiis. At length this 
old dty stood before us, in fine ^cturesque confu- 
sion. 

I had aletter of introduction to a gentlemau who 
received me in the easy style of the country, and 
at once undertook to put us in the way of procuring 
fresh provisions and other supplies ; carried me to 
the Governor's to pay the usual visit of ceremony, 
and afterwards offered to introduce my officers 
and myself to some families of his acquaintance. 
We were somewhat surprised, on entering the 
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first bouse, to observe tbe ladies in immense 
hammoeks made of a net work of strong grass^ 
dyed of various colours, and suspended from the 
roof, which was twenty feet high. Some of them 
were sitting, others reclining in their hammocks : 
with their feet, or, at least, one foot left hang- 
ing out, and so nearly touching the floor, that 
when they pleased, they could reach it with the 
toe, and by a gentle push gave motion to the 
hammock; This family consisted of no less than 
three generations : the grandmother lying at full 
length in a hammock suspended across one comer 
of the room ; the mother seated in another, swing, 
ing from side, to side ; and three young ladies, h^ 
daughters^ lounging in one hammock attached to 
hooks along the length of the room. The whole 
party were swinging away at such a forious rate, 
that at first we were confounded and made giddy 
by the variety of motions in difierent directions!. 
We succeeded, however, in making good our pass- 
age to a sofa at the further end of the room, though 
not without apprehension of being knocked over 
by the way. The ladies, seeing us embarrassed, 
ceased their vibrations until the introductions had 



GUAYAQUILENAS. 109 

taken place, and then touching the floor with their 
feet, swung off again without any interruption to 
the conversation. 

We had often heard before of the fair com- 
plexion of the Guayaquilenad, but had fancied it 
was merely comparative. To our surprise, there- 
fore, we found these ladies quite as fair fmd clear 
in complexion as any Europeans: unlike the Span- 
iards also, didr eyes were blue, and their hair of 
a light colour. The whole parfy maintamed the 
character for pre-eminence in beauty, for which 
Guayaquil is celebrated in all parts of South 
America : even the venerable grandmother pre- 
served her looks in a degree rarely met with be- 
tween the tropics. This is the more remarkable, 
as Guayaquil lies within little more than two de- 
grees south of the Equator : and being on a level 
with the sea, is during the whole year excessively 
hot. Some people ascribe the fairness of the wo- 
men, and the wonderful permanence of their go6d 
looks, to the moisture of the air ; the city having 
on one side a great marshy and on the other a 
large river ; while the country, for neariy a hun- 
dred miles, is a continued level swamp, thickly 
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covered with trees. But how this can act to in- 
vert the usual order of things, I have never heard 
any one attempt to ^cplain ; certain it is, that all 
the women we M,yf were fair, and perfectly resem- 
bled, in this respect, the inhabitants of cold cli- 
mates. 

At the next house, the most conspicuous per- 
sonage we encountered was a tall, gentlemanlike, 
rather pompous sort of perscm ; dressed in a spot- 
ted linen wrapper, and green sHppers, with his 
hab cropped and firiczled after a very strange & 
shion* His wife, a tall handsome wcmian, and 
his daughter, a grave pretty little ficedded girl, as 
we thought of sixte^i years of age, but actually 
only thirteen, were seated in a hammock ; which, 
by the united efforts of their feet, was made to 
swing to a great height. In another very large 
hammock sat a beautiftd little girl of five years of 
age, waiting impatiently for some one to swing it 
about. On a sofit, which was more than twenty 
feet long, sat two or three young ladies, daughters 
of the lady in the hammock, and several others, 
visitors ; besides five or six gentlemen, several of 
whom were dressed, like the master of the house, 

10 
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in ilippers and various coloured mght-gowns of 
the lightest materials. 

On first entering the room> we vere astounded 
by the amazing clatter of tongues qpeaking in tones 
so loud and shrilly and accompanied by such am- 
mated stampings and violent gesticulations^ that 
we imagined there must be a battle royal amongst 
the ladies. This, however, we were (^bd to find 
was a mistake ; it being the fiushion of the coun- 
try to scream or bawl, rather than to speak infi^ 
miliar conversation. 

Not long after we were seated, and just as the 
war of words and attitudes was recommencing, 
after the pause occasioned by the ceremony of 
presenting us ; another daughter, a young mar- 
ried lady, came tripping into the room, and with 
a pretty and mirthftd expression o£ countenance^ 
and much elegance of manner, went round the 
company, and begged to be allowed to let fall a 
few drops of lavender water on their handker- 
chiefs. To each person she addressed something 
aj^ropriate in a neat graceful way, beginning 
with the strangers, to whom she gave a kind wel- 
come, and hoped their stay would be long and 
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agreeable* She then retired amidst the plaudits 
of the company, who were delighted with the 
manner in which she had done the honours of the 
house: but she returned immediately, bringing 
with her a guitar, which she placed in the hands 
cf a young lady, her fiiend, who had just come 
in, and then dropped off modestly and quietly to 
the farthest end of the great so& 

Meanwhile the master of the house sat apart in 
deep conyersation with a gentleman recently ar- 
rived from Lima, who was recounting to his friend 
the amount of various duties levied at that place 
by San Martin'^s government. He listened v^ 
composedly till the narrator mentioned tiie duty 
on Cocoa. The effect was instantaneous ; he 
rose half off his seat, and with a look of anger 
and disappointment, was going to utt^ a fiirious 
philippic against San Martin. The other, ob- 
serving the es^nresdi(m ol his friaid^s countenance, 
whidb was wrinUed up like that of a game code 
in wrath, and dreading &a ea^losiim, took upon 
Jninself to put his friend^s looks into language, 
and then to answer them himself; and all with 
Mich volubility, that the unhappy master of the 
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bouse, though bursting with impatience to speak, 
never got an opportunity of sajring a single word. 
The 6c^n6 itself was in the highest degree comic ; 
but die inference to be drawn firom it is also 
wotih attending to. In former times, when mo- 
nopoly and restrictions blighted every commer* 
dal and agrictdtural speculation ; and when the 
wishes of ihcKviduals wete never taken into ac- 
count; and all exertion, or attempt at interfer- 
ence with the establishment of duties was utterly 
hopeless ; this man, now so animated, had been 
given lip to indolence, and nothing connected 
With the custom-house had ever been known to 
rouse him to the slightest degree of action. Ever 
feince Ibe opening of the trade, however, he had 
taken the liveliest interest in all that related to 
import duties at Lima, especially on the subject 
of Cocoa, of which he was an extensive planter. 

In former times, all isuch things being irrevo- 
cably fixed, no exertions of any individual could 
remedy the evils which, by rendering every effort 
the inhabitants coidd make useless and hopeless, 
r^pres^sed all the enerjgies of the country. And 
tii^ diarge, ^ often laid i^ainst the natives by 
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the Spaniards, that tbey were stupid and incapa^ 
ble of understanding such subjects ; was a cruel 
mockery upon men who had been from all time 
denied the smallest opportunity of making any 
useful exertion. Now, fortunately, it is far other- 
wise : the people have acquired a knowledge of 
their own consequence and power ; and, instead 
of submitting quietly, as heretofore, to be cheat- 
ed at every turn, and letting all things pass un^ 
regarded, from utter hopelessness of ameliora- 
tion; they take a deep and active interest in 
whatever affects their fortunes in the slightest 
degree. This spirit, which, in the hands of per- 
sons but piurtially acquainted with the subject, at 
first leads to many errors in practice, wiU, ere 
long^ undoubtedly produce the best effects, by 
enriching that great field of commerce, which 
wants nothing but the fertilizing influence of 
freedom, to render it in the highest degree pro- 
ductive. 

The most remarkable practical error which the 
Guayaquilenians havecommitted,and under which 
they were suffering at the time of our visit ; was 
the exclusion of foreigners from their commercial 
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establishments ; none except a native being per- 
mitted to be at the head of a mercantile house ; 
while the duties paid by foreign goods were so 
great as to amount nearly to a prohibition. They 
had thus voluntarily reduced themselves in a great 
degree to the state in which they were placed be- 
fore the Revolution. This arose from ignorance 
it is true : but ignorance is sufficiently excusable 
in people purposely misdirected in their educa- 
tion. It was pleasing, however, to observe more 
correct views graduaUy springing up, and in the 
quarter where they were least likely to appear^— 
amongst the merchants themselves ; for whose 
benefit these absurd restrictions had been impos- 
ed. The following translation of a letter, pub- 
lished in the Guayaquil newspapers, will show the 
progress already made in the right path. It is 
.written by one of the merchants, who probably 
derived more benefit than any other from the re- 
strictions he condemns ; but his good sense and 
liberal views showed him that if they were remov- 
ed, his gains would become still greater. 

[To those who recollect the state of the press, 
^d of everything else in former times, such a let* 
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ter in a Spanish cdonial paper is a wonderfiil phe- 
nomeiion; and though containing iK)thitig but 
common pLices, brings vith it a long traiti of in- 
teresting and usefiil reflections. 
" Mr EniTOE, 
" Nothing could distress me more than to hear 
that my former observations have offended any 
individual ; and I declare that my sole object has 
been to explain my opinion on a subject, upon 
which, according to my view of it, much of ihb 
prosperity of this province depends. I aUude to 
the commercial regulations ; and all the world 
knows that those existing before our political 
transformation subjected the whole province to 
the most insulting monopoly ; the right of sup- 
plying it with goods, and of exporting its pro- 
ductions, being reserved exclusively for the. mer- 
chants of Cadiz, so that the province could not 
possibly prosper. After our conversion into a free 
istate, the public had a right to hope that the dis- 
ease being discovered, the remedy would have 
been instantly applied; and I for one confess 
that I really did hope it would be so. I believed 
that we should immediately S6e liberal indtitu- 
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tions tepding directly to th^ benefit of the pro- 
vince ; ImU lamentftbl^ to say, the same mopo* 
poly 9tiU continued in a very great degree. I see 
t}i(it its effects are the same, and that the pop^- 
lation in general have recdved no relief &om the 
estiiblishment of the new institutions. 

''The commercial regulations, recently pub- 
lished, bear me out in what I have said. I re- 
spect, in the highest degree, the authority which 
enforces those laws ; but I inust be allowed to ob- 
serve, t)iat, in their {i>rmation, the true interests 
of the people havQ m% been consulted. The ex- 
du^ive privileges which those regulations grant 
to the merchants are most grievous to all the rest 
of tl^e population, as I shall endeavour to prove. 
It is ^ felH known principle, that the wealth of a 
people consists in s^^tisfying their wants at the 
lowest cqst possible ; and in disposing of their 
own pr<>dv(^ons at th^ highest cost possibly. Th^ 
i^ulatipns $d}ude4 to have a direct tendency to 
pevent thi? ever taking place. The trammels in 
which foreign intercourse is held by the third, 
twelfth, and fifteenth regulations will for ever ex- 
clude it firom our port ; and limit the buyers and 
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sellers, in our province, to an exceedingly small 
number : this result, although it be not so styled, 
is precisely the same thing as the ancient mono- 
poly ; a mischievous system, imder which no 
country can prosper. The regulations cited above 
give our merchants an absolute power over the 
rest of the people — they impose the most imwor- 
thy obligations on foreign merchants, and subject 
them to a degrading subordination. There can 
be no doubt, indeed, if they be allowed to con- 
tinue, that our commerce will remain in the same 
confined state as formerly, and the interests of the 
whole province will be sacrificed to those of a new 
monopoly. 

** I am a merchant who fully enjoy the exclu- 
sive privileges of the regulations ; and, happen- 
ing to be acquainted with all the languages most 
useftd in commerce, I possess an advantage over 
most of my companions ; nothing, therefore, in 
appearance, can be more beneficial to me, than 
the enforcement of the three articles in question. 
But, as long as I desire the good of the province, 
and prefer the interest of the public to my own. 
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I shall never cease to pray that these evils, which 
paralyse all commerce, may be corrected. 

** Let those three articles be erased, and I pledge 
myself, that, before a year shall have elapsed, the 
beneficial influence of a commerce really free will 
begin to be felt. Foreign merchants protected by 
law, and seeing their speculations encouraged in 
every way not opposed to the public advantage, 
will flock to our market : this competition will 
lower the price of articles consumed in the coun- 
try ; while it will raise that of such as are pro- 
duced in it for exportation, and opidence will 
speedily take up her residence amongst us."" 

The first of the three articles alluded to for* 
bids the introduction of ^ny goods, unless con- 
signed to an inhabitant of the city, and a natural- 
ized subject. The second directs that no stran- 
ger shall be allowed to establish a factory, or a 
commercial house, in the province ; and the third 
is intended to give such advantages to the native 
merchant, as must prevent all foreign competi- 
tion. 

As might be expected, these laws were begin- 
ning to be evaded by English and other capitals 
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i6t8, who settled on the spot^ and wit)iout their 
names appearing, really transacted the whole bit- 
siness. The government were by diese and odier 
drcmnstances eventually made to feel die absurd- 
tty of their restrictions, and I have been inform^ 
ed that a new and liberal set of regulations haa 
silice been established. 

In the latter end of the year I8I99 Guayaquil 
declared itself independent of die Spanish author 
rity ; framed a new government ; established laws, 
and opened the port to foreign trade. They ham* 
pered it, however, injudiciously, in the manner 
above mentioned ; and little good arose from the 
change, or at all events, much less benefit than 
a more liberal system would have produced. 

The population in the town is about twenty 
thousand, and in the surrounding country 'object 
to it, about fifty thousand more ; and although 
it is evident that so small a town, and so limited 
a population, were insufficient to constitute a se- 
parate state, yet at the time I sp^ak of, the ^ur- 
roimding countries were so circumstanced that no 
other power had leisure to interfere ; and Guaya- 
quil declared itself independent. It is the prin- 



r 



ELECTIONEERING. 121 

cipal port of Qui^, which at th^t time Fas in po^ 
session of the Spaniairds, who, however^ wf re pre- 
vented from sending troops to re-esU^bUsh their 
authority, as their whole attention was then oceu^ 
pied in trying to repel the Patriots under Bolivar* 
Hes^n the other hand, hi^l not troops to spare 
to bring Guayaquil under bis authority. Thct 
only odier power that could have interfered tritb 
tbem was the Peruvian government under San 
Martin ; but he had enough on his hwds $3^ 
ready ; so that, in the general bustle, Guayaquil 
was allowed to carry its Independent flag, and 
call itself a separate state unmolested. All the 
reflecting persons in die town, however, saw that 
it was utterly impossible to maintain such a po-^ 
sition, and that, sooner or later, they must fall 
under one ois other of the great powers, Colombia 
or Peru. The inhabitants were nearly divided 
on this sulgect ; and, contemptible as the discus- 
sion was, more violent party-spirit was never di^ 
pliqred. A constant war of words was maintained^ 
forno swords were drawn; distinguishing badges 
were worn by the different parties ; and each hawl^ 
ed out in the streets, or ^om their windows, the 

1 
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names of their respective favourites, Bolivar or 
San Martin. There was something a little ludi- 
crous, perhaps, in their notion of displaying an 
Independent flag, (I quite forget its coloyr or de- 
vices,) and calling themselves an independent na- 
tion, while in the same breath, they were vocifer- 
ating their determination to submit to the will of 
a military leader, and were quarrelling amongst 
themselves, merely as to which of the two chiefs 
they would be governed by. It was an election, 
however, and one in which aU classes took an ac- 
tive and sincere part. This was a new thing for 
South Americans, and their spirits accordingly 
rose with that feeling of freedom, which the exer- 
cise of an elective right inspires more than any 
other. The whole scene, therefore, was highly 
animated, and more like that of an English elec- 
tion, than aiiything I have before seen abroad. 

They must needs have an army too ; and as 
in revolutionary times, the military always take 
upon themselves to become a reflecting body, and 
as they possess some cogent and efiective argu- 
ments, they generally usurp no small share of in- 
fluence. Accordingly, on Christmas eve, at the 
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time we were sailing up the river, the whole army 
of the state of Guayaquil, consisting of one regi- 
ment, marched out of the town, and having taken 
up a position half a league off, sent in a message 
at day-break to the governor, to say they were de- 
termined to serve imder no other flag than that 
of Bolivar ; and unless they were indulged in this 
matter, they would instantly set fire to the town. 
The governor, with the good sense and prudence 
of utter helplessness, sent his compliments to the 
troops, and begged they would do just as they 
pleased. Upon the receipt of this civil message, 
one-half of the regiment being much pleased with 
having the matter left to their own free choice, 
and being rather anxious, perhaps, for their break- 
fast, which was waiting for them, agreed to relin- 
quish the character of rebels, and come quietly 
back to their allegiance. 

The government thus strengthened, took more 
vigorous measures, and lost no time in acceding to 
the wishes of the remainder of the troops, who 
were embarked in the course of the morning of 
our arrival, and sent up the river to join Bolivar's 
forces, at this time surrounding Quito. This mea- 
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9iire was adopted at the recommendatioii of Genc^ 
ral Sucre, ope of Bolivar's office^) whose bead* 
garters were actually in Guayaquil, uotwitb- 
standing its boasted independence. The whole 
affair, indeed, looked like a burlesque on revolu- 
tions : most fortunately no blood was shed ; for 
as both the soldiers who went out of the town, 
and the inhabitants ahd such of the military as 
remained^ had arms in their hands, it is difficult 
to say how tragical this fai^ might have been in 
its catastrophe, had they not come td some terms. 
Aldiough it ended so pacifically, there Iras consi^ 
derable alarm throughout the town during the 
whole of Christmas day, and no flag of any kind 
was flying till about noon, when, upon the sup« 
pression of the rebellion, the Independent na- 
tional Standard was again displayed. 

On the 26th, the alarm had completely sub« 
sided, and all was going on as before. As it was 
a fastrday, however, no business could be done, 
Bor any supplies procured; and as all the peo]^ 
I wished to see were occupied at mass, I took die 
opportunity of making some astronomical and 
magnetical observations, on the left bank of the 
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river, immediately opposite the town: b spot 
yfhvdii from its- solitude, app^ured well suited to 
this purpose. But, on rowing up a little creek, 
we came unexpectedly tb a large wooden house, 
half concealed by the trees ; here we fbund a mer- 
ry party df ladids who had fled on Christmas eve, 
during the alarm. They ciurried us into the fo- 
rest to show us a plantatiM bf the tree which 
yields the cocoa, or more properly cacao-nut, from 
which chocdate is made. The cacao grows on a 
tree about twenty feet high. The nut, i^ch as 
w^ find it, is contained within a rind of a ndelon 
shape, as large as a man^s two fists, with the nuts 
or kernels clui^ered in the inside. The fruit 
grows principally fi^m the stem, or wh^ fbund 
on the branches, still preserves the same charac- 
ter, and grows from the main branch, not from a 
lateral twig. 

Whilst we were losing our lime With these mer- 
ry gossips, a tnessenger arrived to inform the la^ 
Mes that a boat had been sent to carry them back; 
as the city was again restored to txanquillky. We 
escorted them to the creek, and saw them safely 
into their bo^t, having made more prc^fess in our 
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aequamtance in an hour, than we could have done 
in a month, in countries farther removed from the 
sun, and from the disorders of a revolution. 

We were still in good time for making our ob- 
servations at noon ; but the heat at that hour was 
intense, for there was not the least breath of wind ; 
and as soon as the meridian observation was over, 
we retreated to a thick grove of plantain trees, to 
make some experiments with the dipping needle. 
Here, though, completely sheltered from the sun, 
we had a fine view of the river, and the town be- 
yond it. The stream, which at this place is about 
two miles broad, flowed majestically along, with a 
j9urface perfectly smooth and glassy ; bearing 
idong, on. its steaming surface, vast trunks of trees 
and boughs, and large patches of grass. The 
town of Guayaquil, viewed through the vapour ex- 
haled from the river, and the glowing banks, was 
in a constant tremor — there was no soimd heard, 
except now aiid then the chirp of a grasshopper,— 7 
fke birds, which soared sleepily aloft, seemed to 
have no note— everything, in short, spoke to the 
senses the language of a hot climate. 
I dined with the author of the fpregoing letter. 
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and afternvards rode with him to see the lines 
thrown up for the purpose of keeping off the 
Spaniards^ should they, as was apprehended, make 
a descent upon Guayaquil from Quito. Such ir^ 
regular and hastily constructed means of defend** 
ing an open town are held, I believe, in no great 
respect by military men : yet the moral influence 
of such undertakings may nevertheless, as in this 
instance, prove beneficial. It may have the ef« 
feet of mailing the people who erect them, believe 
themselves in earnest ; and thus, by uniting them 
in a common work, give them confidence in on^ 
another^s sincerity ; a feeling which, if properly 
guided, may be rendered a great deal more formi.- 
dable than the artificial defences themselves. 

In the evening a party of ladies assembled a^ 
our friend^s house, but as they arranged them- 
selves in two lines facing one another, in a narrow 
verandah, it became impossible to pass either be- 
tween or behind them. At length I discovered a 
little window, which looked out from the drawing- 
room into the verandah, near the middle of the 
station taken up in this determined manner by th? 

ladies. By this time they were all speaking at 

11 



128 COLOMBIA. 

once, in a loud shrill voice ; and so distinctly, 
that I had no difficulty in distinguishing the 
words; but of the convers&tioii, which was entirely 
made up of local topics, ithd sillusibns to charac- 
ters and incidents of the day, I could Ihake no- 
thing for a considerable time ; till, at length, the 
subject was changed, aiid a very spirited discus- 

• 

ston on politics commenced. This I could fol- 
low : and it was singularly interesting to mark, 
in the eagerness of these debates, the rapid etkct 
which the alteration in th6 times had produced, 
by stimulating even the ladieis to become acquaint- 
ed with a class of subjects, which, two or three 
years before, the most resolute man in the country 
dared not think of, much less give an opinion 
upon. 

B^ing resolved to see somewhat more of these 
good people than o)ie evening afforded, I invited 
the whole party to breakfast on bosurd next morn- 
ing, an invitation which was accepted by acclama- 
tion, for they had already set their hearts upon 
seeing my ship. They were by far the merriefit 
and lightest hearted people, besides being the fur- 
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est and handsomest, we had met with in South 
America. 

2^th of Dec. — At the expence of a little squeez- 
ing, we contrived to seat the whole party to a svibi 
stsntial breakfast As most of the officers of the 
ship spdke Spanish, we took good care of our 
party, who split themselves into groups, and roved 
about the ship as they pleased : a sort of freedcmi 
which people greatly prefer to being dragged me- 
dianically round to see ever3rthing. Our fiddler 
being unfortunately indisposed, we covld not have 
a dance, which evidently disappointed no small 
number of our fiur friends ; but even without this 
powerful auxiliary to forming acquaintance, we 
were all soon wonderfully at ease with one an- 
other. 

I lamented sincerely, that my duty obliged me 
80 precipitately to leave a spot, holding out a pro- 
mise of such agreeable society ; and where every- 
thing else, domestic and political, was at the same 
time so peculiarly well circumstanced for the ex- 
hHiition of national character ; and calculated to 
idiow, in a more striking light than in quieter 
times, the real spirit and essence of a country, that 
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has never yet had justice done it, and of whidi in 
Europe we still know but little. 

There has seldom, perhaps, existed in the 
world, a more interesting scene than is now pass- 
ing in South America ; or one in which human 
character, in all its modifications, has received so 
remarkable a stimulus to untried action ; where 
the field is so unbounded, and the actors in it sa 
numerous ; where every variety of moral and phy- 
sical circumstance is so fully subjected to actual 
trial ; or where so great a number of states living 
under difierent climates, and possessed of differ- 
ent soils, are brought under review at the same 
moment; are placed severally and collectively 
in similar situations ; and are forced to act imd 
think for themselves, for the first time: where 
old feelings, habits, laws, and prejudices, are 
jumbled along with new institutions, new know- 
ledge, new customs, and new principles, all left 
frcQ to produce what chance, and a thousand un- 
thought of causes, may direct ; amidst conflict- 
ing interests and passions of all kinds, let loose to 
drift along the face of society. To witness the 
effects of such a prodigious political and moral 
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esperiment as this, even in our hurried way^ was 
in the highest degree gratifymg and uistructive. 
But the impossibility of examining the whole at 
leisure ; of watching its progress ; of arranging 
and connecting the different parts together ; and 
of separating what was accidental and transient, 
from that which was general and permanent ; was 
a source of the greatest mortification. 

As we had now completed our supplies, and 
finished all our business at Guayaquil, I decided 
upon sailing ; and at the recommendation of the 
pilot, agreed to proceed this evening. It would 
have been satisfactory to have returned in day^ 
Ught, that we might have seen that part of the 
country, which we had before passed in the night- 
time ; but the tides had changed in the interval 
of our stay, and again perversely served only at 
night. 

I took a farewell dinner on shore, and in the 
early part of the evening, just as I was stepping 
into the boat, was assailed by a large party of la- 
dies, who were on their way to a ball, at which 
all the world, they said, was to be present. The 
temptation to stay one day longer was great, and 
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I might, "perhaps, have yielded, had I not fore^ 
geen that these good and merry people would have 
discovered means to render our departure more 
^nd more difficult every day. On going on board, 
I fornid the pilot had deferred moving the ^p 
till eleven o^clock, by which time, he said, the 
ebb tide would be running strongly down. 

When I came upon dedc, accordingly, at that 
hour, the night was pitch dark, and the damp, 
land breeze was sighii^ mournfully among the 
ropes. On turning towards the town, we saw a 
blaze of light from the ball-room windows; and, 
on looking attentively, could detect the dancers 
crossing between us and the lamps ; and now and 
then a solitary high note was heard along the wa- 
ter. Far off in the south-eastern quarter, a great 
fire in the forest cast a bright glare upon the 
clouds above, though the flames themselves were 
sunk by the distance below the horizon. This 
partial and faint illumination served only to make 
the sky in every other direction look more cold 
and dismaL 

The manner in which we proceeded down th^ 
river is so curious, and, as far as I know, so rare> 
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^at I shall attempt to make it intelligible even^ 
to readers who are not nautical. 

In the navigation of rivers, which have many 
windings and shallow places, the chief danger is, 
that the tide will force the ship either on the bank, 
or on some shoal : there is a risk of this even when 
she is under all sail, and with a good brecB^ of 
wind ; for the tide sometimes runs so rapidly and 
irregularly as to hustle the ship on shore, before 
the sails can be made to act. When the wifid is 
blowing faintly, and is, at the same time, not 
quite fair, the danger of this happening is much 
increased. On such occasions, instead of sailing 
in the usual manner, with the ship^s head fore- 
most, no sails whatever are set, and the stem, in* 
stead of the bow, is made to go first, an operation 
technically called Kedging. 

If, when a tide is running, the anchor by which 
a, vessel is riding be raised off the ground, she 
will, of course, immediately begin to drift along 
with the stream, and most probably soon run 
aground upon one of the shoals. The ship, i% 
must be observed, when under these circumstan- 
ces, and with no sail set, can make no progress 



134 COLOMBIA. 

dirough the water, bat must drift alilhg like s 
log : consequently, the rudder can then have no 
effect in directing her course, and she is left en- 
tirely at the mercy of the tide. The operation of 
kedging mentioned above is a device to produce 
a relative motion between the ship and the water, 
in order, by that means, to bring the directing 
power of the rudder into action. This is accom- 
plished by allowing the anchor to trail along, in- 
stead of its being lifted entirely off the ground, as 
in the first supposition. It is known, as a nauti- 
cal fact, that the degree of firmness with which 
an anchor holds the ground depends, within cer« 
tain limits, upon its remoteness from the ship. 
When it is immediately under the bows, that is, 
when the cable is vertical, the anchor has little or 
no hold ; but when there is much cable out, it 
fixes itself in the bottom, and cannot be dragged 
Out of its place. In the operation of kedging, the 
Cable is hove, or drawn in, till nearly in an up* 
right position ; this immediately loosens the hold 
of the anchor, which then begins to trail along 
the ground, by the action of the tide pressing 
against the ship. If the anchor ceases altogether 
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to hold, she wiU, of course, move enidrely along 
with the tide, and the rudder will become useless ; 
but if it be no^ quite lifted up, and merely allowr 
ed to drag along the ground, it is evident that the 
ship, thus clogged, will accompany the tide relucr 
tantly, and the stream will in part run past het« 
Thus a relative motion between the vessel and the 
water is produced, and, consequently, a steering 
power is given to the rudder. 

In our case, the tide was running three miles 
an hour ; and had the anchor been lifted wholly 
off the ground, we must have been borne dowu 
the river exactly at that rate ; but by allowing it 
to drag along the ground, a friction was produced^ 
by which the ship was retarded one mile an hour ; 
and she was therefore actually carried doym. at the 
rate of only two miles, while the remaining one 
mile of tide ran past, and allowed of her being 
steered : so that, in point of fact, the ship became 
as much imder command of the rudder as if 
she had been under sail, and going at the rat^ of 
one mile an hour through the water. 

This power of steering enabled the pilot ta 
thread his way, stem foremost, amongst the shoals, 
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and to avoid the. angles of the sand-banks ; for^ 
by turning the ship^s head one way or the other^ 
the tide was made to act obliquely on the oppo* 
aite bow, and thus she was easily made to gtosb 
over from bank to bank, in a zig-zag direction. 
It will sometimes luq)pen that with every care f^ 
pilot finds himself caught by some eddy of the 
tide, which threatens to carry him on a shoal : 
when this takes place, a few fathoms of the caUe 
are permitted to run out, which in an instant al- 
lows the anchor to fix itself in the ground, and 
consequently the ship becomes motionless. By 
now placing the rudder in the pr(^)er poskion, the 
tide is soon made to act on one bow ; the ship 
is sheered over, as it is called, clear i£. the dan- 
ger ; and the cable being again drawn in, the an^ 
chor drags as before. The operati<mof kedging, 
as may be conceived, requires the most constant 
vigilance, and is full of interest : though rath^ a 
dow mode of proceeding ; for it cost us all that 
night, and the whole of the next day and night, to 
retrace the ground which we formerly had gone 
over in ten hours. 

We had by means of this delay an opportuni- 
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ty of seeing the country i^ day-light ; but except 
at a few chance openii^, the distant Tiew was 
compktely shut out l^ the dense nature of the 
foorest on Jboth banks of the stream. . 

On reaching the entrance of the river^ we fefl 
in with two boats belonging to the United States^ 
ahip Constellation, proceeding to Guayaquil; 
This fidgate^s draft of water was so great, that 
the pilots could not undertake to carry her over 
the shoals, unless she were lightened by the re- 
moval of her guns. As this could not be done 
feadily, the captain and a party of his officers had 
determined to go up in their boats. We were 
happy to afford them a resting place and refresh^ 
ment, before ^heir long row, in a dreadfully hot 
day. 

The accidents of a similar course of service 
had thrown the Constellation and the Conway 
frequently together, during the last year ; and the 
intercourse which naturally sprung up in conse- 
quence, had established an esteem and friendship, 
which made such a rencontre a source of general 
satisfaction. We learned from our American 
friends, that they also expected to visit the coast 
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of Mexioo, for wUch we were bound, and we re^ 
joiced at the prospect of again falling in with 
them. Something, however, interfered to alter 
their plans, for we never had the pleasure of meet- 
ing them again. 

We finally left the river and the Bay of Quay- 
aquil on the morning of the 3Qth of December. It 
was Dio small mortification to us not to have seen 
Chimborazo, the highest mountain of all the 
Andes. It was covered with clouds, in the most 
provoking manner, during the whole of the eight 
days we had been considerably within the distance 
at which it is easily discernible in clear weather. 

From Guayaquil we stretched off to the west- 
ward to the Galapagos, an iminhabited group of 
volcanic islands, scattered along the equator, at 
the ^tance of two hunted leagues from the 
mainland. 

As this is a place of resort for the South Sea 
whaling ships, I called there to see whether any 
assistance was required by that important branch 
of the British shipping interests. But we fell in 
with only two ships, at one of the most southern 
islands of the group ; after which we prqceeded 
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to an island thirty miles north of the line, where 
I remained a few days to make some experiments 
with an inyariable pendulum of Captain Kater^a 
construction. 

I had intended to have made these experiments 
on a spot lying exactly under the equator, but^ 
when we got amongst the islands, a strong cur* 
rent set us so far to leeward in the course of the 
night before we were aware of its influence, that 
I found it impossiUe to regain the lost ground; 
at least without spending more time than my or^ 
ders admitted of, and I therefore made for the 
nearest anchorage within reach. 

The spot chosen for the experiments lies 
near the extremity of a point of land running 
into the sea, at the south end of the Earl of 
Abingdon Island, and forms the western side 
of a small bay about a mile across. This point 
is part of an ancient stream of lava which has 
flowed down the side of a peaked mountain, be^ 
'tween two and three miles distant from the sta* 
tion, in a direction nearly north, and about two 
thousand feet high. Thepeakslopes rapidly at first, 
forming a tolerably steep cone, but terminated by 
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a l)road and gently inclined base of a mile and » 
half. The mountimi is studded on evefy ade 
with craters, or mouths, from whence, at different 
periods, streams of lava have issued; imd runnings 
hr into the sea, have formed projecting points, 
0uch as that on which we fixed our station. The. 
western ikce of the island presents a cliff nearly 
perpendicular, and not less tiban a thousand feet 
high ; it exhibits the rude stratification of lava, 
iuifa, and ashes, which characterizes the fracture 
of ancient volcanic mountains. 

Abingdon Island is ten or twelvemiles in length, 
the north end being a series of long, low, and very 
drugged streams of lava ; the peak standing about 
one-third of the whole length from the southern 
exiareme. The rock at different places not far 
from the station was found to be frdl c( caverns, 
into which the tide flowed and ebbed through 
subterranean channels; the outer crust of the 
stream having, as frequently happais, served as a 
pipe to conduct the lava off. It is therdbre po- 
bable that our foundation may not have been the 
solid rock ; a circumstance which, taken along with 
the general hollow nature of volcanic districts, an^ 
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die deepness of the surrounding ocean, renders 
these experiments not so fit to be compared with 
those made in England, as with others made on a 
similar volcanic soil. 

It was greatly to be regretted that our time was 
too limited to allow of our engaging in a fresh 
series, eith^ at the same island, or on some other 
lying nearer the equator : the service upon which 
the Conway was employed rendering it necessary 
that our stay should not be longer at the Gralapa^ 
gos than the 16th of January. But as we anchor^ 
ed at Abingdon^s Island on the 7th at noon, there 
remained barely nine complete days in whidi every- 
thing was to be done. We had to search for a 
landing-place, which occupied some consideraUe 
time ; to decide upon a station ; to rig our tents ; 
to build the observatory ; then to land the instnt- 
ments and set them up ; and, as we had no time 
for trials and alterations,* everything required to 
be permanently fixed at once. We were fortunate 
in weather during die first two days, when out 
dungs were all lying about, and our habitadon^ 
ill assorted ; but on the third night it rained hard, 
and die water, which trickled through the canvas^ 
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caused US some discomfort, although we fortunate- 
ly succeeded in sheltering the instruments. The 
heat, during the day, was not only oppressive at 
the time, but very exhausting in its effects ; and at 
night, although the thermometer never fell lower 
than 73% the feeling of cold, owing to the transl* 
tion from 93^, to which it sometimes rose in the 
day, was very disagreeable. 

It was with reluctance that I left the neigh- 
bourhood of the equator, without having made 
more numerous and varied, and, consequently^ 
less^ exceptionable observations on the length of 
the pendulum. It would, above aU, have been 
desirable to have swung it at stations whose geo- 
logical character moi'e nearly resembled that of 
England, where Captain Eater^s experiments were 
j^rformed. Thus, the results obtained at the 
£l^alapagos, though very curious in themselves, 
are not so valuable for comparison with those 
made in this country. The time may come, how- 
ever, when they may be more useful ; that is to 
^ay, should experiments be made with the pendu- 
lum at stations remote from the Galapagos, but re- 
sembling them in insular situation, in size, and in 
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geological character ; such as the Azores, the Ca« 
naries, St Helena, the Isle of France, and various 
other stations amongst the eastern islands of the 
Indian and the Pacific Oceans. The advantage of 
having it swung at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
especially at the Falkland Islands, (which lie in 
the correspondent latitude to that of London,) and 
at various other stations on the mainland, or on 
large islands, is still more obvious. 

The length of the seconds pendulum at the 
Galapagos, as determined by our experiments, is 
39,01717 inches, and the ellipticity or compres* 
^ion of the earth is expressed by the fraction ^gg? 
where the numerator expresses the difference be- 
tween the equatorial and polar diameters of the 
earth, and the denominator the length of the dia^ 
meter at the equator. 

The details of these experiments have been aU 
ready published in the Philosophical Transactions 
for 1823. 

We had no time to survey these islands, a ser- 
vice much required, since few if any of them are 
yet properly laid down on our charts. They are 
m general barren ; but some of the highest have 
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a stunted brushwood, and all of them are covered 
with the prickly-pear tree, upon which a large 
iBpecies of land tortoise lives and thrives in a won* 
derfiil manner. These animals grow to a great size, 
we^^hing sometimes several hundred pounds: they 
are excellent eating, and we laid in a stock which 
lasted the ship^s company for many wedcs. 

Having finished our experiments, we made sail 
on the 16th of January 1822 for Panama, but 
owing to the light winds and calms which prevail 
in the bay of that name, it was not till the 29tb 
that we came in sight of the coast of Mexico, 
about one hundred and twenty miles to the west- 
ward of Panama. 

We anchored in Panama Roads at nine in the 
morning of the 2d of February 1822, and as no 
one on board was acquainted with the place, a fish- 
erman was called alongside, who undertook to pi- 
lot our boat through the reefs to the landing* 
place. On rowing round the angle of the fortifi- 
cations encircling the town, which is built on a 
rocky peninsula, we found ourselves in a beauti- 
ful little bay, strongly marked with the peculiar 
features of the torrid zone. The beach was 

12 
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fringed with plantain and banana trees, growing 
amongst oranges, figs, and limes, and numberless 
rich shrubs, shaded by the tamarind tree rising 
higher than any of the others, excepting the tall 
graceful cocoa-nut, with its feathery top and nak- 
ed stem. Close to the ground, and almost hid 
by the foliage, were clustered groups of cane built 
huts, thatched with palm leaves; and on the 
sandy beach before them lay the canoes of the na- 
tives, hollowed out of single trees ; while others 
were paddling across the bay, or skimming along 
under a mat sail, hoisted on a bamboo mast ; all 
contributing, with the clear sky and hot weather, 
to give a decidedly tropical aspect to the scene. 

Our surprise on binding was considerable, when 
we heard the negroes and negresses who crowded 
the wharf all speaking English, with a strong ac- 
cent, which we recognised as that of the West In- 
dies ; a peculiarity acquired from the constant in.- 
tercourse kept up, across the isthmus, with Ja- 
maica. Most of the natives also spoke English 
more or less corrupted. Innumerable other trir- 
vial circumstances' of dress and appearance, ^nd 
maimers, conspired to make us feel that we had 
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left those countries ^ur^ Spamsb, and more rf- 
fectuftlly excluded l^ the ancient poUcy from fo. 
reign intercourse. . . i 

We had no letters of introduction, but this ap- 
peared to be immaterial, for ve had scarcely left 
the boat before a gentleman, a native of the place, 
bat speaking English perfectly, introduced him« 
self, and made us^ an offer* of his house, and his 
best services during our stay. This ready hospi- 
tality would surprise a i^anger landing at a Eu- 
ropean port, bttt in distant regions, where few ships 
of war are seen, the officers are always received 
with attention and confidence : for as they can 
have no views of a commercial nature, they are at 
once admitted into society as persons quite disin- 
terested. This cordial reception, which is univer- 
sal in every part of the world remote from Eu- 
rope, independently of being most agreeable, is 
also highl}» convenient; and compensates,' in a 
great measxure, t6 naval travdlersr for the inter- 
ruptions to which they are always liable in their 
researches, by the calls of professional duty. 

Our hospitable friend being connected with the 
West Indies, as most of the Panama houseil are. 
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put into our hands a file of newspapers, princi- 
pally Jamaica Gazettes ; and ai$ ^e had not seen 
an English paper for many months, nothing could 
be more acceptable. But upon examining them, 
we discovered, that most of the news they con- 
tained came to us treble distilled, vi& Jamaica, 
vifi New York, vi& Liverpool from London. In 
some of these papers we saw our own ship men- 
tioned ; but in the several transfers which the re- 
ports had undergone, from one paper to another, 
we cotdd scarcely recognise our own proceedings. 
^e had been led to expect that Panama was 
still under the Spaniards, and the first indication 
W^ saw of the contrary^ was the flag of another 
Nation flying on the fort. We were by this time, 
faideed, become so familiar with revolutions, and 
had leanled to consider every government in that 
Country 60 unsettled, that we ceased to be much 
Surprised by any such change however sudden. 
it appeared that the Spaniards, a few weeks be- 
fore, had detached nearly all the troops of the 
garrison to reinforce the army at Quito, and the 
inhabitants being thus left to themselves, could 
not resist the temptation of imitating the example 
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of the surrounding states, and declaring them- 
selves independent. They were not, however, 
quite so extravagant as to constitute themselves 
into a free and separate state, like the town of 
Guayaquil; but chose, more wisely, to place 
themselves under one of their powerful neighs 
hours, Mexico or Colombia. After considerable 
debating on this point, it was decided by the in- 
habitants to claim the protection of Bolivar, to 
whose country, Colombia, they were nearer, and 
with which they were likely to hold more useful 
intercourse than with Mexiqo. 

No place, perhaps, in all the Spanish Transat- 
lantic possessions suffered so little from the erro- 
neous systems of the mother country as Panama i 
partly in consequence of the constant intercourse 
which it maintained with the West India islands^ 
and partly from its being the port through which, 
European goods were formerly made to pass across 
the isthmus to Peru, and to the south coast of 
Mexico. This degree of intercourse and busi- 
ness gave it an importance, and afforded it the 
means of acquiring wealth, which the rigorous 
nature of the colonial system allowed to no other 
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place in that country. The transition, therefore, 
which now took place from the Spanish rule to a 
state of independence, was very easy, and there 
being no motive to violence, it was unaccompa- 
nied by any extravagance on the part of the peo^ 
pie. Thus Panama, under similar political cir- 
cumstances with Lima and Guayaquil, was placed 
in singular contrast to both those cities. So gent- 
ly, indeed, was the Revolution brought about, 
that the inhabitants did not even change their 
governor, but left him the option either of conti- 
nuing in his old situation, or of retiring. When 
the alternative was put to him, he shrugged his' 
shoulders — whiffed his segar for a few minutes— 
and replied, that he had no sort of objection to 
remain : upon which the inhabitants deliberately 
hauled down the flag of Spain, hoisted that of Bo- 
livar in its place, proclaimed a free trade, and let 
all other things go on as before. 

But there were many, it was said, who did not 

» 

rejoice so much in the change, as good patriot^ 
ought to have done ; a piece of political scandal, 
however, which attached chiefly to the ladies, who 
are, in general, vastly more enthusiastic in the 
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cause of independence than the men. The real 
truth is> Panama had been garrisoned by a y(^ 
handsome Spanish regiment for some years ; a^ 
the abstract feeling of freedom^ consequent upon 
the departure of the troops, was considered, it , was 
said> by the fair Panamanians, a very poor com- 
pensation for the gentle military despotism in 
which they had been lately held. ^. 

I waited upon the governor after breakfast, and 
not knowing that he had been in power , during 
the Spanish times, I said, as usual, something 
congratulatory upon the improv^nents lively, to 
result from the recent changes. I saw, with surn. 
prise, a cloud pass across his brow ; but he soon 
recovered, and in a dry sarcastic tone said, he 
hoped it would be a change for the better. 

In the course of the morning, we became ac- 
quainted with many of the merchants of the 
place, who surprised us a good deal, and some** 
what piqued us, by their total indifference about 
the South American news which we were so ^uU 
of. Th^ declared they could never man^ to 
understand the different accpuiits from the soi^th ; 
that naipes, places, and circumstances, were all 
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jumUecl togeAer; and, in short, treated the 
whole subject very much in the way it used to be 
received in England a few years ago. They 
werie, in fact, far. more occupied witli English, 
West In^u, and North ^^x^erican topics, and, 
above all, wit]b the little mattercf which concerned 
their own town, than with the momentous affairs 
affecting the whole southern con^nent^ upon 
wjtiiph^ IjoFcver, their own posperity must event- 
ually depend. 

.^., It w^s by.no means easy to get in return the 
news we wanted, evai from people who had re- 
^i:^ly bee^ in England, or in Jamaica, fcir they 
)iad no idea of thq extent of our ignorance, nuide 
no, allowance for our dates, and never dreamt of 
iiellijqg us any tiding, not new to th^ms^lves ; for- 
l^^t^ing, that to u^ who l^a4 not seen an i^ngl^sb 
paper for half a year, everythiijg was news. And 
t^^ were just as mud) sairpiis^d at our indi£(err 
ence abput Jamaicft lund New York intelligence^ 
93 we bad been to find them careless about Lima 
^^ Valpar^deio^ Whe|i in reading the papers we 
5^me to so^e.allujsion, and asked what it meant, 
the answer generally was, *^ Oh ! I thought you 
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must of course have heard of that long ago ;'^ and 
so on with the rest, till at length we became com- 
pletely conAised and tired of asking questions ; 
and were glad to relapse into our wonted abstract 
tion from all that was distant, and turn again 
cheerfiilly to take an exclusive interest in what 
was passing immediately before us. 

As I had been kept out of bed for two nights, 
attending to the pilotage of the ship, I was glad 
to retire at an early hour ; but I could get no sleep 
for the noise in the Plaza, or great square, before 
the windows of my room. After some time spent 
in vain endeavours to disregard the clamour, I 
rose and sat at the window, to discover if I could 
what was going on. It was a bright moon-light 
night, and the grass which had been allowed to 
grow up in the centre of the square was covered 
with parties of negro slaves, some seated and 
others dancing in great circles, to the sound of 
rude music made by striking a cocoa-nut shell 
with a short stick ; while the whole party, dancers 
as well as sitters, joined in a song with very loud 
but not discordant voices. It appeared to be 
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some festival of their own, which they had assem- 
bled to celebrate in this way« 

I was half disappointed, at discovering nothing 
appropriate or plaintive in their music ; on the 
contrary^ it was extremely lively, and seemed the 
result of light-hearted mirth. Many of the groups 
were singing, not without taste and spirit, a pa- 
triotic song of the day, long well known in the 
independent states of the south, but only recent- 
ly imported into the isthmus. The burden of the 
song was Libertad ! Libertad ! Libertad ! but I 
conceive not one of these wretches attached the 
slightest meaning to the words, but repeated them 
merely from iheir accordance with the music. 
While listening, however, to these slaves, singing 
in praise of freedom, it was difficult not to believe 
that some portion of the sentiment must go along 
with the music : yet I believe it was quite other- 
wise, and that the animation with which they 
sung, was due entirely to the lively character of 
the song itself, and its happening to be the fa- 
shionable air of the day. There was something 
discordant to the feelings in all this ; and it was 
painM to hear these poor people singing in praise 
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of that liberty acquired by their masters, from 
whose thoughts nothing certaii^y was farther re- 
moved than any idea of exteuding l^e same boon 
tq their skveis, . . 

3d of Fel?. — Early in the morning I sallied 
^th, as one would dp at R^me^^ to view some ce^ 
lelnrated ruins — a strange ,W(i uQwojited sight in 
A^Qrica. Panama has Bounshoifovia loog se- 
ries of years, but its sun has a$ last set with the 
gpld^ flag of Spain, the signal of ei^clu^ion wheir-t 
^yer it waved. As long m. the ports pf the Pa*' 
cific were closed against all commerce, except 
what it pleased the Council of the Indies tp mear. 
sure thriftily out across the isth«ijus,. Panama be- 
ing the sole port of traaait, prospered greatly ; 
but now, that the navigation of Gape Horn is 
rendered easy and secure, and is free to the whole 
world except to the shc^rt-sighted Spaniarda than* 
sdyes, innumerable vessels contrive to search out 
every npok in the coast, and supply it with goods 
infinitely cheaper thaxi Panama can fun^sh them. 
Xhe situation cert&inly possesses advantages, 
wlucb,;in process of time, may be turned to great 
Commercial account^ and Panama will probably 
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become greater than ever: but such greatness 
must i|ow be diared with many competitors; ,and 
its pre^mtn^ce can never be acknowledge 
again; because the policy by which it was ag- 
grandized at the expence of other cities cannot 
by any possibility be revived. If ever Panaagut 
recover its former wealth,, it^ipust be by &ir. wd 
active competition^ and she may then^ wit^ioutinr 
justice as heretofore^ indi^lgQ in that luxurious 
and jtastefiil splendour which displays , itself Jga 
fine pj^blic edifices^ and of which, there remaio 
more genuine traces here than, even in Xima^^ 
*' the city of the kings,^ with all its tinsel and 
pretension. , 

The finest ruin at Panama is that of the Je^ 
8uits^College9 a large and beautiful edifice, which 
however was never finished ; yet the melancholy 
interest which it inspires is rather augmented 
than diminished by that circumstawe ; for it ror 
minds us not only of the destruction of the gre$( 
order which founded it, but also of the total ^ec%y 
of .Spanish taste and wealth, whi<;h accompanied 
that event. The college is a large quadrangv^? 
l^r building, which had been carried to., the 
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height of two stories, and was probably to havd 
been surmounted by a third. The ornamental 
part of the building is in a pure and simple taste : 
neat cornices, with high mouldings, are carried 
round the work above and below the windows^ 
which are very numerous, and some of them cross- 
ed by Gothic mullions ; the comers also, and the 
stones over the doors, are relieved by mouldings. 
From each angle of the building, and from the 
middle of ea6h side, there projects a solid squar^ 
tower, resting on arches based on the ground, 
through which carriages might drive. Taken as 
a whole, it has a compact, massy, and graceM 
appearance ; not dissimilar in general effect to 
that of a Grecian temple, though totally different 
in its structure. The details are executed with 
neatness and delicacy, but there is no frippery 
about the ornamental carving, and every part ap- 
pears to contribute to the grandeur of the whole. 
As the work has been carried on to the same 
height all round, no part of the walls is higher 
than the rest ; and although the court is thickly 
overgrown with trees and shrubs, and the walls ar^ 
matted with creepers and brilliant flowers, the edi- 
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&ce cannot, in strictness, be called a ruin, since 
every stone retains its original place. 

In a field a Uttle beyond the square, on the 
side opposite to the college, stand the remains of 
a church and convent, which is reached, not with- 
out difficulty, by wading breast-high through a 
field of weeds and flowers, which, in this climate^ 
shoot up with wonderful quickness. In the course 
of this scramble, I came unexpectedly upon a 
gorgeous bath by the side of a dried up marble 
foimtain. It is not now easy to enter the con- 
vent, owing to the piles of rubbish and thick fo- 
liage which have usurped the place of the inhabit- 
ants. The building seems to have been destroy- 
ed by fire. Along the uneven ridge of the remain- 
ing wall has spnmg up spontaneously a row of 
trees, giving a singular, and rather a wild and un- 
natural appearance to this immense ruin. 

In some districts of the town of Panama, whole 
streets are allowed to fall into neglect ; grass has 
grown over most parts of the pavement, and even 
the military works are crumbling fast to decay« 
Everything, in short, tells the same lamentable 
story of former splendour, and of present poverty^ 
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The desolation was, in some respects, as com- 
plete as that of Conceptioli, described in Chapter 
VII: ' The slow, thotrgh sure, restits of national 
dedine are visiMe in one place— the rapid eflfect 
of irar in the other— in both the withering con6e- 
^ueHces of misgovemment are distinctly to be 
traci^.^ 

' (W my r^um, I fell in with one of the mer- 
dhants'of the place, ^ho insisted upoh taking me 
hofiie 'with him' to breakfast. Sii^ wife did the 
honoui^, atod made tea in the English fashion, 
bat she did not carry her complaisance so f^lr as 
to drink any of it herself. Her husband was a 
T^ry intelligent person, who had' studied particu- 
ikrly the 4uei^tion of ciltting i pasdag^ across the 
isthmust and had actu^U^ examined several of the 
proposed lines. He seemed to consider the pas- 
sage at the narrowest point, which on the map 
looks so tempting, as by no m^ans the best. ' In 
Ihe meantime, he was of opinion, that an immense 
and imniediate advantage Vould be gained by 
Slaking a good road from sea to sea across the 
isthmus ; which might be dbncf very easily, and 
at an expence incalculably leiss than a canal could 
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be cut, under tlie roost ftrourable circumstances, 
while many of the advantages of a canal would at 
once be gained by this road. 'The question of 
opening a communication has been ably discussed 
by Humboldt, in his New Spain, Vol. I.'; and 
stib^uently by Mr Eobinson, in Chapter ^III. 
bf his excelletit account of ihe Mexican tlevblu- 
tion ; but I had no opportunity of examining in 
person any of the points alluded to by these writ- 
ers, or of gaining any new information on the sub^ 
ject. 

During the morning it was much too hot to 
move about with any comfort, but towards sunset, 
all the world strolled about to enjoy the deUght^ 
fid air of the brief twilight, along some charming 
walks in the woods, beyond the suburbs, the 
scenery about which was of the richest descrip- 
tion of tropical beauty. The night closed in up- 
on us with a precipitancy unknown in higher la- 
titudes'; but before we reached the drawbridge at 
the entrance of the town, the moon had risen, and 
the landscape became ev^ more beautiful than 
before. It is in moonlight evenings that the cli- 
mate of the tropics is 'most delightfid. In the 
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moiming the air is somewhat chill— -in the middle 
of the day it is impossible to stir out of doors-* 
but after the sun has set, the full luxury and en- 
joyment of the climate are felt. * 

About a fortnight before our arrival, a consi- 
derable detachment of Bolivar^s troops had enter- 
ed the town ; they were a part of the army so long 
engaged in the dreadftil revolutionary wars of the 
Caraccas and Venezuela, between the Royalists 
and Patriots. I made acquaintance with several 
EngUsh officers belonging to this force, who had 
gone through the whole of the campaigns. Their 
accounts, though interesting in the highest de- 
gree, do not belong to the present subject, and are 
I believe already generally known to the pubUc. 
Whatever we may think of the prudence of peo- 
ple voluntarily engaging in such enterprises, it is 
impossible not to respect the persevering fortitude, 
with which they have endured privations and hardr 
ships, of the most overpowering nature ; and far 
exceeding anything known in regular services. In 
the streets, nothing was to be seen but Colpmbian 
officers and soldiers enjoying a partial respite from 

their hard labours ; for I observed, that the se- 

11 
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yeie discipline which Bolivar has found it so ad* 
vantageous to estaUish, was still unrelaxed ; and 
Aat drilling parties, and frequent mustering and 
exercising of the troops, were never intermitted : 
the town, in short, was kept in a state of military 
bustle from morning ti]l night 

Having occasion to send despatches to the Com- 
mander-in^hief on the Jamaica station, I found 
no difficulty in procuring means of doing so, as 
there is a constant communication, both by mer- 
chant-ships and men-of-war, from Chagres and 
Porto Bello with the West Indian islands. To 
such im extent is this carried, and such is the su- 
perior importance of their West Indian inter- 
course, that every one at Panama spoke, not as if 
residing on the shores of the Pacific, but as if he 
had been actually living on the coast of the Gulf 
of .Mexico. One gentleman said to me, that the 
Africaine frigate had been here ten days ago ; an 
assertion which surprised me greatly, as I had 
reason to know that the ship in question had not 
doubled Cape Horn. On stating this to him, he 
laughed, and said he meant to speak of Porto 
Bello, on the other side of the isthmus ; with the 
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arrivals and departures of which he was much 
mote fkmiliary than with those of his own port, m 

« 

which he had, in fact, litde or no mercantile con- 
cern connected with the South Sea. 

On the evening of the 4th (^February, we took 
our leave of Panama, and proceeded to recruit our 
stock of wat» at the little island ci Tabog% which 
lies about nine miles to the southward. The an- 
cborage is in a snug cove, qyposite to arcmumtic 
little village, the huts of whidi, built of wattled 
canes, are so omipletely hid by the dusenc^tsees 
which, skirts the beach, that they can scarcdly be 
seen from the anchoring-place, thou^ not two 
hundred yards off: but the Walls of a neat white- 
washed church, built on a grassy knoU^ rise above 
the cocoap-nut trees> and disclose the situatiim of 
the village. The stream from which vesseb fill 
their water-casks is nearly as invisible as the 
houses; the whole idand, indeed, is so tUckly 
wooded, and the ground so crowded with shrubs 
and thick grass, that nothing can at fiist be dis- 
covered, but a solid mass of brilliant foliage. 

As the days ware intoleraUy hot, I determined 
to water the ship by night ; and she was accord- 
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u^Iy moyed as dose to the shore as possible. 
The sea in this comer of the cove being quite 
smooth, the boats rowed to and from the shore all 
night with perfect ease ; and the moon bemg only 
onie day short of the fiill> afforded ample light to 
work by/ The casks were Tolled along a' path, to 
die side of a natural basin, whidi received the 
stream as it leaped over the edge of a rock, close- 
ly dirouded by creepers and flowers interlaced 
into one anoth^, and forming a canopy over the 
pool, from which our people lifted out the water 
with buckets. This qiot was lighted only by a few 
diance rays of the moon, which found their way 
dirough the laroken dareen of cocoa-nut leaves, and 
speckled the ground here and there. Through a 
long avenue in the woods, we could just discover 
the village, with many groups of the inhabitants 
slewing before their doors on mats spread in the 
moonlight The scene was tranquil and beauti- 
fril, and in the highest degree characteristic of the 
dimate and country. 

I discovered next morning, from the Alcalde 
or governor, that a very unfavourable impression 
of the English had been left on the minds of the 
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inhabitants of this island, by the conduct of a ruf- 
fian, said to be an Englishman, commanding a 
Chilian privateer ; who, some time previoudy, 
had attacked the village, robbed it of afl it pos. 
sessed, wantonly destroyed the church, and ill->> 
treated the inhabitants. He pretended to act un- 
der the authority of the Chilian government, but 
it is now well known that he had no right to hoist 
the flag of that country, by which he had been 
disowned : in short, he was a pirate. 

I was desirous to do everything in my power 
to regain. the good opinion of the islanders; and 
was much pleased to find that no ofience had been 
given to the villagers by our people during the 
night ; but, on the contrary, that the inhabitants 
were delighted with the prices they had got for 
their fruit and vegetables, and with the treatment 
they had received on board. 

1 went, with several of the officei's, in the course 
of the morning, to call upon the Alcalde and his 
family. He had expected our visit, and had in- 
vited a party of his friends to meet us. I took 
the liberty to offer each of the women some Eu- 
ropean trinket, from a collection made at Lima, 
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iu anticipation of such incidents. Nothing could 
be betlier bestowed; and after sitting for half an 
hour, "w.e rose to take leave.: the whole party, 
however, insisted on accompanying us to the 
beach, where we were received by the rest of the 
natives, who had all left the village, and assem- 
bled to bid us good bye. They were a little sur- 
prised, but seemed pleased when I invited the go- 
vernor to accompany me on board; which he rea- 
dily agreed to. He was received with all atten- 
tion, shown round the ship, and finally compli- 
mented with a salute of a few guns. His satisfac- 
tion, and that of his attendants, at this honour, 
and, indeed, of the whole inhabitants, many of 
whom had come off in their canoes, was very 
manifest, and exactly what I had hoped to pro- 
duce. The occ^on, indeed, was not a very im- 
portant one; but it appeared nevertheless of 
some consequence, in so remote a country, to re- 
store the English to the good-will of these injur- 
ed and unoQending people. I did not, there- 
fore, stop to inquire, whether or not, in strict 
etiquette, the governor was entitled to a salute of 
three or four guns ; but I am quite i^ure the ob- 
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ject was eflfeetually mswered by tMs noisy com- 
pliment, so dear to llie whole race wbich inhabit 
the coasts of South America and Mexico. 

The watering, (tf the ship was completed in the 
course of the day, after which we tripped our an- 
chor, and made all sail out ei the bay, on our 
course to Aciqpulco ; which lies on the south-west 
coast of Mexico, at the distance of fifteen hundred 
miles fi'om Panama. Th^e are two ways of mak- 
ing this passage, one by going out to sea, far from 
the land ; the other by creeping, as it is called^ 
along shore. I preferred the latter method as 
the most certain, and as one which gave an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the country, and of making oc- 
casional observations on remarkable points of the 
Andes, the great chain of which stretches along 
the south-west coast of Mexico, precisely in the 
manner it does along the west shore of South 
America. 

On the 23d of February, eighteen days after 
leaving Panama, when we had reached a point a 
little to the northward of Guatimala, we discovered 
two magnificent conical-shaped mountains tower- 
ing above the clouds. So great^was their altitude, 

4, 
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that we kept them in sight for several days, and 
hy making observations upon them at i^trnt 
fitations, we were enabled to compute then* dis- 
tance, and, in a rough manner, their elevation 
also. On tihe 3Sd, the western peak was distimt 
eighty-eight miles, and, on die 24th, one hundred 
and five. The height deduced from the first 
day^s observations was 14,196 feet; and by llie 
second day% 15,110: die mean, being 14,60^ 
is probably within a thousand feet of the trudi ; 
being somewhat more than two thousand feet 
higher than the peak of Tenerifie. The heigbt 
of the eastern mountain, by die first day^sAobser^ 
valions, was 14,409 feet, and> by the second, 
it was 16,382, the mean being 14,8954 How 
far they may have preserved their peaked shape 
lower down we do not know, nor can we say any- 
thing of the low^ ranges from whence they tock 
their rise, since our distance was so great, that the 
curvature of the earth hid firom our view not on- 
ly their bases, but a considerable portion of their 
whole altitude. On the first day 5273 feet were 
concealed ; and, on the second day, no less than 
7730 feet of these mountains, together with the 
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whole of the coast ridge, were actually sunk bdiow 
the horizon. Owing to the great distance, it waa 
only at a certain hour of the day that these moun- 
tains could be seen at all. They came first in 
Fight about forty minutes before the sun rose> and 
remained visible for about thirty minutes after it 
was above the horizon. On first coming in sight, 
their outline was sharp and clear, but it became 
gradually less and less so as the light increased. 
There was something very striking in the majes- 
tic way in which they gradually made their ap- 
pearance, as the night yielded to the dawn ; and 
in the mysterious manner in which they slowly 
melted away, and at length varnished totally fix)m 
our view in the broad daylight. 

As it is rather an interesting problem to deter- 
mine the height of distant mountains, observed 
from sea, I subjoin, in a note, the necessary data 

for the computation. * 

I III . . . Ill 
* Data for computing the distance and height of t)ie 

peaks near Guatimala in Mexico^ 23d of February. 

Lat. by mer. alt. of Antares^ after the day had broke^ 

and the horizon consequently perfectly sharp and distinct. 

23d, ^ = 14° 23' N. long, by chron. 93«» 7' W. 

24tb, - = 15 3 N. 93 38 W. 

10 
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We had now, for » very Icmg period, beeji sail- 
ing itbout in the finest of all possible climates. 



Whence the base stretches N. 36^ 52' W. 60 miles long. 

or = 67 ,63 £ng. miles. 



■w^)^ 



23d, True bearing of W. peak N. 52« 28' 58'! E. 

Angle subtended by the two peaks 8 10 12 

23d, True bearing of E. peak N, 60» 39' 0" H. 



23d, Alt west peak, obserTed l^ 15; 66' 

23)^, Alt. east do. 16 12 



Height of the observer's eye 16 fbet. 
Barom, 29,90. Therm. 81^. 
24th, True bearing of western peak N. 85^ 40' E. 
Angle subtended by the peaks 3 44 



24th, True bearing of eastern peak N. 89^ 24^ E. 



24th, Alt. W. peak, observed 59 12" 

24th, Alt. E. do. 45 17 

Hdght of the observer's eye 16 feet. 

Baropi. 29,95. Thermom. 80**. 
Lat. W. peak, 315** 9' 54'' N. Long. W. peak 92*' 3' 40" W. 
Lat. E. do, 15 4 50 N. E. 91 51 24 W. 

The bearings were determined astronomically, by mea« 
suring the angular distance between the peaks and the 
sun's limb, at sunrise. The altitudes were measured by 
four sextants. ' 
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witbout meeting a gale of wind, at «MM>untei!ing 
bad weather c£ any kind ; and as we had not been 
able to obtain particular information respectmg 
the navigation of this coast, we sailed along it 
with the same confidence of meeting everywhere 
the delightful weather we had been accustomed 
to. We had, as usual in such climates, all our 
thread-bare sails bent, our wom-4>ut ropes rove, 
and were in no respect prepared to encounter 
storms. On the evening of the 24th of Febru- 
ary, the sun set with astonishing splendour, but 
with awild lund appearance^ which, in any other 
country, would have put us more upon our guard. 
The sun itself, when still consideraUy above the 
horixon, became of a Uood-red colour, and the 
surrounding clouds assumed various bright tinges 
of a fiery character, finding into purple at the 2e- 
nith: the whole sky looked more angry and 
threatening than anjrthing I ever saw before. 
The sea was quite smooth, but dyed with a 
strange and unnatural kind of redness by the re- 
flection firom the sky. In spite of the notions we 
held of the fineness of the climate, I was made a 
little uneasy by such threatening appearances^ 
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and upcm consultiiig the baroBieteri whidi, in 
these low latitudes^ is seldom of maoh use, was 
startled by finding it had fidlen consid^ably. 
This detennined me immediately to shorten sail, 
but before it could be AiUy accompUshed, there 
came on a furious gale, whidi split many of our 
sails, broke our ropes like cobwebs, and had it 
not been for great exertions we might have been 
dismasted. At length we got things put in pro- 
per trim to withstand the storm, which lasted 
with unabated violence for two days. During 
the greater part of the gale the wind was &ir, but 
blowing so hard, and with so mountainous a sea, 
that we could make no use of it, nor show even 
the smallest stitch of sail, without its being in- 
stantly blown to rags. 

The place wh^e we were thus taken by sur^ 
prise was near the top of the Gulf of Tecoante- 
pec, which lies opposite to that part of the Gulf 
of Mexico, between Vera Cruz and Campeachy, 
nearly abreast of the narrowest part of the land ; 
and about three hundred miles to the eastward of 
Aciq^ulco. 
. On the 8th of March, we anchored in Acapul- 
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CO harbour, a name familiar to the memory of 
most people, firom its being the port T?hence the 
rich Spanish galleons, of former days, took their, 
d^arture to spread the wealth of the Western 
over the Eastern world. It is celebrated also in 
Anson'^s delightfiil Voyage, and occupies a con- 
spicuous place in the very interesting accounts of 
the Buccaneers : to a sailor, therefore, it is classic 
ground in every sense. I cannot express the 
universal professional admiration excited by a 
flight of this celebrated port, which is, moreover, 
the very beau ideal of a harbour. It is easy of 
access ; very capacious ; the water not too deep ; 
the holding-ground good ; quite free from hidden 
dangers ; and as secure as the basin in the centre 
of Portsmouth dock-yard. From the interior of 
the harbour the sea cannot be discovered ; and a 
stranger coming to the spot by land would ima^ 
gine he was looking over a sequestered mountain 
lake. 

: When. we had reached about half way up the 
harbour a boat came off to us, but as soon as the 
officer discovered who and what we were, he row- 
ed away again, in great haste, to conimunicate 
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the news. We had scarcely anchored when a 
barge came alongside with the governor of the 
townj accompanied by all tne officers at the head 
of the different departments. The governor, a& 
ter he and his suite had severally embraced me^ 
made a set speech, in which he said we had long 
and anxiously been looked for ; and that, as the 
Conway was the firi^t of His Britannic Majesty^s 
ships that had honoured the harbour of Acapulco 
with her presence, he considered it his duty, no 
less than his inclination, to wave the usual eti- 
quette, and come on board in person to welcome 
our arrival. I replied in the best Castilian I 
could muster to this remarkable compliment ; af- 
ter which he formally communicated a message 
he had lately received from his Serene Highness 
GeneraUssimo Don Augustin Iturbide, then at 
the head of the government, inviting me and all 
my officers to visit the capital, and placing hor- 
ses and every means of travelling at our com- 
mand. This was a most tempting occasion, in- 
deed, to see the country : but it was impossible to 
avail ourselves of it, and we reluctantly declined 
the honour. The governor, after a long and 
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cheerful vidt, took his leave^ assurmg us, that we 
should b^ jisaifited by all the means the local go- 
Tinmieat possessed to complete our supplies, and 
to render our stay, which he entreated nu^t be 
}oQg^ as agreeable as possible. 

9th of March. — In the mmning, accompanied 
by all the pfficeprs in imitation of the governor, I 
•returned the visit of last evening. We were re- 
jceived with the greatest attrition and kindness ; 
and indeed during our whole stay, nothing could 
exceed the active hoq^itality of these people, the 
most civil aipd oU^ing <£ any we met w;th du- 
ring the voyage* . 

After the audience at Grovemment-house was 
over, I proceeded with the purser to inquire about 
supplies. On the way we fdl in with a young 
Spaniard whom I had met at Canton, in China, 
s<»ne years before, who at once, with the promp- 
titude of renewed firiendship, took charge of us, 
carried us to his house, and made us at home in 
a moment. Such meetings with persons cme ne- 
ver expects to see again^ and in jdaoes so remote 
from each oth^, are peculiarly interesting ; and, 
perhaps, as much as anything else, characteristic 
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of a naval life. This gentleman and I had part- 
ed in China four years before ; he had gone first 
to Manilla, and thence sailed eastward till he 
readied the shores of Mexico : I ^faad, in the 
meantime, proceeded round die Cape of Good 
Hope, and eventually to the westward by Cape 
Hons^ till, on readiing the same spot, we came 
together again, after haviag by our united voy« 
ages eiroumnavigated the j^obe. 

The appearance of the country people at Aca« 
pulco difi^ from that of the South Americans. 
Their features and colour partake somewhat of 
Ae Malay character ; their foreheads are broa^ 
and square ; their eyes small, and ;not deep-seat* 
ed ; their dieek-bones prominent ; and their heads 
eovered with black straight hair; their stature 
about the medium standard ; their frame compact 
and well made. These are the country people 
who come to market with poultry, fruit, and ye« 
getaUes^ and axe generally seai seated in the 
shade under the verandahs of the houses, or in 
their own ranchiis ; which are sheds made of mats 
loosely pinned togethar. 

We took noliGe<^ another class, less savage in 
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appearance than that just described, and rather 
more interesting ; diey are the labourers and car- 
riers of burdens employed about the town : a tall, 
bold-looking, strong race of mra ; they wear a 
hat, the crown of which is raised not more than 
three inches above a rim of such unusual width, 
that it serves as an umbrella to shade. the whole 
body. Round their neck is suspended a large 
flap of stiff yellow leather, reaching below the 
middle, and nearly meeting a pair of greaves of 
the same material whidi envdope the thigh ; the 
calves of the leg are in like manner wrapped 
round with pieces of leather tied carelessly on 
with a thong ; over the foot is drawn a sort of 
wide unlaced half-boot, which is left to float out 
like a wing from the ankle. These figures are 
striking, and highly picturesque. Their colour 
is a bright copper, and they probably have some 
intermixture of Spanish blood in their vekis. 

The negroes form a third class at Acapulco. 
They were originally imported.from Africa ; but 
in the course of time they have .become a mixed 
race with the Aborigines, and thus, also, may pos- 
sibly partake of a slight dash of Spanish blood. 
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The result however is a very fioe race of men : 
they retain the sle^ g\oBsy stdn^ the dark tint of 
1^ negro, and hig diick Hp ; along wkh whieh 
we HOW see the smaller form, the higher forehead, 
fN^ominent cheek-bone, the smaller eye^ and the 
straight hair of the Mexicans ; together with ma* 
Hy' other mingled traits which a doser obs^va* 
tion would be able to discriminate, but which a 
Btrangw is merely conscious of seeing without his 
being able to deine exactly in what die peculiari- 
ties conaBt. It may be remarked^ that, in the 
Spanish Transatlantic possessions, we find a 
greater variety of intermixtures or crosses of the 
human species than are met with in Eurc^, or, 
perhaps, in any oth^ part of the world. The 
tribes of Indians in the first place are numerous, 
and dUtinet from one another; the Spaniaidi 
themselves differ m depth of cdour, and in figure, ' 
according to their several provinces ; and, lastly, 
the African differs from that of the whole. Hum- 
boldt, in his usual distinct and satiirfactory man- 

« 

n^, (New Spain, Book II. Chap. VI.) has classed 
the various shades of colour resulting from the ad- 
mixture of these different people. 

VOL. II. M 
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I dined to-day ¥rith our friend the young Span- 
lardy and met $t his house the minister, as the 
chief civil authority is called, and three other geur 
demen ; being very nearly the whole sodety of 
Acapulco. I had been desirous of meeting these 
gentlemen, in order to learn something of the 
state of the country, but discovered, that they 
]knew e](tremely little of what was going on, owii^ 
to the very confined intercourse kept up between 
this port and the capital, or indeed any other part 
of the country. The truth is that with the ext 
ception of its splendid harbour, Acapulco is, wm- 
mEerciaUy speaking, an insignificant place, and 
has been so ever since the days of the galleons. 
1% is not well situated for commerce, as thecoun- 
try lying between it and Mexico is difficult to cross, 
^d is not rich either in agricultural produce, or 
in mines. The town, at present, consists of not 
more than thirty houses, with a large suburb <^ 
huts, built of reeds, wattled in open basket-work 
to give admission to the. air. It is guarded by 
an extensive and formidable fortress, called the 
Castle of San Carlos, standing on a height, com- 
manding the whole harbour. The inhabitants 
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told U8, when we expressed our surprise at the 
smaUness of the town, that the greater part of it 
had been shaken down by an earthquake. If thi& 
be true, the people have been uncommonly care* 
M in removing the materials, for not a trace re- 
mained, that we could see, of any ruins. 

In the course of a long walk, which our party 
took after dinner, an earthquake was felt. We 
were walking slowly along, when the gentlemen 
stopped, and one of them seeing us look surprised 
at their doing so, called out, ^^ Temblor !^^ (earth- 
quake.) A sound, like distant thunder, was then 
heard fi)r about a quarter of a minute, but it was 
impossible to say from whence it proceeded ; andy 
although conscious that there was something un- 
usual in the noise, I cannot say exactly in what 
respect it was peculiar. The residents declared 
that they felt the tremor, but none of us were sen» 
sible of any motion. This was the fifth occasion' 
since my arrival in the country, on which I had 
been present at earthquakes, without ever feeling* 
any one of them in the slightest degree. 
. On the 12th of March, we sailed from Acapul- 
co for San Bias de California, so named, from its 
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lying neiUr thftt <;ounjtry, and, in order to distiu- 
guish i% firom Qth^ Mexican towns of the same 
i^mne. Aldiough tbe distance from Acapideo to 
Son Bias U no more than five hundred ipiles, it 
co9t us sixteen day s to make the passage. This 
was owing to the prevalent winds of the qoast i^ 
this season of the year, being firom the north- 
western quarter. The weather, however, was ex« 
tremely fine, though very hot in the middle of the 
day* In most tropical climates, near the shcnre, 
there prevail what are called hmd and sea brees^ 
es, whidi, if properly taken advantage of, grealJy 
assist' navigation on the coasts where they are 
fouiid. During certain hours of the day, the wind 
blows firom the sea towaxds the shore, and during 
the greater part of Ae night, it blows firom the 
fend* The navigator, whose olgect is to make 
his way along the coast, takes advantage of these 
chasf^es, by placing his ship at night-fall so dose 
to the shore, that he may profit by the first puff 
of the land wind ; and afterwards steers such a 
course throughout the night that, by the time 
the land wind dies away, the ship shall have 
i^oached that degree of offing, oi: distance firom the 

12 
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coast, which it is most aSvaniageous to be placed 
in, when the sea breeze of the next day begbn. 
Both these winds are modified to a certun ex-^ 
tent in thdr direction, by tlie winds which pre- 
vail on the coast, at a distaiice beyond the influx 
ence of these diurnal variations. Thus we Found 
both the lahd and the sea breeze always disposed to 
have more north-westing in them, than, in strict^ 
ness, they ought to have had ; that is, than Aey 
would have had in a situation where no sudi ge- 
neral caiise prevailed in thdr neighbourhood. It 
was owing to this circumstance that our passfii^ 
was so much retarded. 

The most exact description, that I have apy^- 
where m^ with, of these remarkable winds, is 
written by Dunpier, one of the most pleasing 
and most faithftil of voyagers ; and, as the pas^ 
sage is in a part of his works not generally read 
except by professional men, I am tempted to in- 
sert it. 

^^ These sea-breezes do commonly rise in the 
morning about nine o^clock, sometimes sooner, 
sometimes later ; they first approach the shore so 
gently, as if they were afraid to come nfear it, 
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and oft-liines they make some faint breathings^ 
and, as if not willing to offend, they make a halt, 
and seem ready to retire. I have waited many a 
time, both ashore to receive the pleasure, and at 
sea to take the benefit of it. 

^^ It comes in a fine small black curl upon the 
water, whereas all the sea between it and the 
shore, not yet reached by it, is as smooth and 
even as glass in comparison. In half an hour^s 
time after it has reached the shore, it fans pretty 
briskly, and so inoreaseth, gradually, till twelve 
o^clock, then it is commonly strongest, and lasts 
so till two or three a very brisk gale; about 
twelve at noon, it also veers off to sea two or three 
points, or more in very fair weather. After three 
oVlock, it begins to dye away again, and gradu- 
ally withdraws its force till all is spent, and 
about five o^clock, sooner or later, according as 
the weather is, it is lulled asleep, and comes no 
more till the next morning. 
- ^^ Land-breezes are as remarkable as any winds 
that I have yet treated of; they are quite contra- 
ry to the sea-breezes ; for those blow right from 
the shore, but the sea-breeze right in upon the 
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shore ; and as the sea-breeies do blow in the day 
and rest in the night ; so, on the contrary^ these 
do blow in the night and rest in the day, and so' 
they do alternately succeed each other. For 
when the sea-breezes have performed their offices 
of the day, by breathing on their respective coasts, 
they, in the evening, do either withdraw from 
the coast, or lye down to rest. Then the land- 
winds, whose office it is to breathe in the night, 
moved by the same order of Divine impulse, do 
rouse out of their private recesses, and gently fan 
the air till the next morning, and then their task 
ends, and they leave the stage. 

" There can be no proper time set when they 
do begin in the evening, or when they retire in 
the morning, for they d6 not keep to an hour, but 
they commonly spring up between six and twelve 
in the evening, and last till six, eight, or ten in 
the morning. They both come and go away 
again earlier or later, according to the weather, 
the season of the year, or some accidental cause 
from the land. For, on some coasts, they do rise 
earlier, blow fresher, and remain later than on 
other coasts, as I shall show hereafter. 
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^ Theie winds 1>low off to sea, a greater or 
kfls distnee^ aceotding at the coast lies more or 
less exposed to the seap-winds; for, in some pla? 
ces, we find them hmk three or four leagues off 
diore, in oAer places, not so many miles, and, in 
some places, they scarce peep wiAoat the rocks; 
or if they do sometimes, in very fidr weather, 
make a sally out a mile or two, they are not last^ 
ing, but suddenly vimish away, though yet, there 
are every night as fiesh land-winds adiore, at these 
places, as in any other part of the world.^ * 

Being always near tlie land, we found a con* 
stant source of interact in the sight of the Andes, 
aod sometimes, abo, of llie lower lands, close'to 
the sea, which we ieqpproadied so near as to see the 
hutis, and even, the inhabitants themselves ; but, 
though v^ desirous of landing to examine things 
more closely, we were obliged, for want of time, to 
d^y ourselves this gratification. As it was seL 

• Bampiar's Diseonrse of the Trade Winds, Breezes^ 
Stohns, Setflons of the Year^ Tides and Currents of the 
Torrid Zone^ throughout the World. PublidJied at Lon-> 
don in 1699. Vol* II. pages 27, et seq. of his Voyages, 
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dom diat a day passed without our seeing some 
remarkable peak, ot range of mountams, th^ 
sketcfaers and surveyors were never idle. We kept 
sigbt of one grand peak, the Volcano of Colima, 
for no less than five days, during which it wai 
drawn in every point of view, and its true geogra^ 
fdiical place ascertained within very small limits, 
by means of cross bearings and astronomical ob- 
servations. But in the whole range we had not 
the satisfaction of discovering one vokano in ac« 
tion, nor even one emitting smoke, which was a 
considerable disappointment. At night we fre- 
quently saw brilliant fires on remote and very ele- 
vated spots, and sometimes bright reflections from 
the sky, of great illuminations beneath, which 
were invisible. to us; but we were always incre- 
dulous as to dieir originating in volcanoes. 

The only distinct snow we saw was on the top 
of Colima. The temperature of the air, for the 
first ten days after leaving Acapulco, was always 
considerably above 80^ even at night. It after- 
wards fell to 72% A diminution in temperature 
which was sensibly felt by every one. 

On the 28th of March, at three oVlock in the 
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afternoon, we anchored at San Bias, having com- 
pleted a coasting voyage from the Island of Mo- 
cho, on the south coast of Chili, nearly to Cali* 
fomia, a distance of four thousand six hundred 
miles ; during the whole of which, with the ex- 
ception of about two hundred leagues between 
Guayaquil and Panama, the land was constantly 
in sight. 
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CHAPTER XII- 
MEXICO. 

VISIT TO TEPIC^ A TOWN IN NEW 6ALICIA. 

As no English man-of-war had ever before an- 
chored in the port of San Bias, the arrival of the 
Conway created considerable interest ; and we had 
scarcely secured the ship before boats were seen 
bustling on board, from all quarters, to inquire 
for and to give news. We had little to commu- 
nicate, as we had been so long on our passage ; 
but from some ships recently arrived from Lima, 
North America, and India, we learned many in- 
teresting particulars. This port had been so re- 
cently thrown open to a free trade with all the 
world, that we had not expected to find so many 
ships ; nor was this the only instance in which we 
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had miscalculated the activity of commercial en- 
terprise, wherever it is happily unrestricted and 
unprotected. 

After a few minutes ride from the landing- 
place, we found ourselves in the town of San Bias, 
which is perched, like an eaglets nest, on the top 
of a rock a hundred and fifty feet high, absolute- 
ly precipitous on three sides, and very steep on 
the fourth, rising out of a low swampy plain, 
which, in the rainy season, is laid completely un- 
der water. 

As I found diat the Merchants, bo'di English 
md Sj^nish, lived in the interior, some at the 
neighbouring town of T^c, others at the pro- 
vincial capital, Gaodalaxar^ I delermined to pfo^ 
ceed to the form^ place to katn the state of lite 
commercial intercourse with ISgnghaad^ and whe- 
ther I could in any way ocmtribi^ to advaace 
the iiiterests of the Fritii^ trade in diat quarter. 

A Revolution, I found, had taken jdaoe ndt 
long before our arrival on the coast, by wUdi die 
country of Mcidco was declared independent of 
Spain ; but there had been no further quarrel be- 
tween the countries ; on the contrary, the union 
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of Mexicans and Spaniards formed an essential 
part of the new constitution. The Spanish mer* 
chant85 therefore, the great, and almost the only 
ciqiitaUsts, were allowed to remain in the eoun- 
try. Trade was declared to be free to all pe»» 
sons, and with all countries ; yet this invitation 
of competition did not at first much affect die 
resident Spaniards, since they were already sole 
possessors of the market, by holding in their 
hands the greater part of the active trading cajo- 
tal : it rather augmented their profits, by giving 
them a wider range for the employment of their 
funds. 

• It was intimated to me, shortly after I had 
knded, that the Gkiadalaxara and Tepid mer- 
chants were anxious to establish, for the first 
time, a direct commercial intercourse with Eng- 
land ; and that the arrival of the Conway had 
been anxiously looked for, in order that arrange- 
m^ts in that view might if possible be entered 
into. I lost no time, therefore, but set out on 
the next day for Topic, in company with an Eng- 
heh gentleman, captain of an East India ship, and 
a young Spaniard from Calcutta. 
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The first part of our journey lay across low 
swamps, covered with brushwood, and enveloped 
in creeping, aguish-looking mists. In the course of 
a few houra we began to ascend the hills, where 
the country was richly wooded, the tre^ b^g tied 
to one another by festoons of innumerable cre^ 
ers, waving gracefully above the impervious un* 
derwood, which concealed the ground from our 
view, and gave the forest precisely the air of an 
Indian jungle. 

• We paussed i^everal viDages built of canes, with 
peaked roofs, rising to twice the height of the 
walls, thatched with the large leafy branches of 
the cocoa-nut tree, fast^ied down by rattans. 
At the half-way house, in the village of Fon- 
9equa, we fell in with a party of English gentle- 
men going down to the port. We had all met 
befi)re in the midst of the turbulent times at 
Lima, and little expected to encounter one an- 
other, at the next interview, in the depths of a 
Mexican forest. In the interval, the different 
members of the company had visited, at very re- 
piarkable moments, many of the revolutionized 
countries ; so that, when we compared notes, the 
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several accounts were interesting, and curious in 
the highest degree. We joined dinners, and sat 
afterwards for upwards of three hours talking over 
old and new adventures ; till, at length, the San 
Bias party mounted and set off; while we, not 
choosing to encounter the sun, looked about fov 
cool places to take our siesta. A great sugar* 
mill close to us, which had been working all day, 
and screaking in the most frightful manner, now 
stood still ; the labourers went to sleep under the 
bushes ; the tired bullodcs were dozing stupidly 
in the sun, craunching, from time to time, some 
dried Indian com husks ; all the villagers had dis* 
appeared ; everything was perfectly still ; and we 
soon caught the dron^siness which universally pre- 
vailed, and fell asleep in an open shed under a most 
enormous tamarind tree, whose branches oversha- 
dowed half the village. 

The rest of the journey lay through a thick 
forest along wild mountain-paths, by which we 
gradually ascended so high, that before the even* 
ing there was a sensible change in temperature, 
causing that bounding elasticity of spirits which 
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such tnmsitioiiSy accompanied by change hi eleva- 
tkniy' mvaiiably produce* 

The DKUintam scenery^ dunog the hitter part 
«f the d^y, was bright and goxgeous beyond all 
de8Ci^»ti(m ; and the sun had but just set when 
we reached the Uvj^ of an Alpine knoU, or brow 
of one of the highest ridges. This spot, which 
was firee firom trees, and matted over with a naooth 
grassy turf, projected so much beyond any ground 
in the neighbouriiood, that it gave us a command^ 
ing view of the whole surroundBng country, even 
to the sea* We stood here for some time admir- 
mg this magnificent scene, and watching the ra« 
pM ^ange in (^loiur which the woods underwent, 
a;t different elev«ti<ms, as the'sun^s rays became 
fiunter and fainter ; till at last all brilliancy sad 
N9SR6tf v^re lost in one cold, grey, unpleasing 
tint. Presently it became dark for a time, after 
which a very different landscape arose, and final- 
ly settled for the night in broad black shadows^ 
and br^t fringes, uader the gentler influence 
of the moon. 

While we were acfaniibig the scen^, our peo- 
ple had established themselves in a hut, and were 
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preparmg siqpper, under tjbe direction of a peasant, 
a tall copper-loured, semi-barbarous natire of the 
forest ;. hut who notvitfastanding his uncivilized 
appearance^ tvmed out to be a v^ry shrewd fd- 
lawy and gave us ^iffidentlj pertinent answer^ to 
most of our queries. The young Spaniard ctwt 
party^ a Baalist by birth, and half a Patriot in 
sentiment, asked him what h^mn the King hsA 
done, that the Mexicans should ba^e thrown hiqEi; 
off? " Why,** answ«a?ed Jie, *^ as for the Kii^,. 
his only fauk, at least that I know about, was his 
living too far off: if a king really be good for a 
country, it appears to me, that he ought to livQ 
in that country, not two tibousand leagues away 
from it.^ On asking him what his opinion was of 
the firee trade people were talking so muchabout ? 
^ My opin^n of the firee trade,^ said die moiuK 
tainecar, ^ rests on this,-»formerly I paid nixie 
dollars for the piece of eloth <^ which this shirt is 
made^ I now pay two-«*that forms my opinion of 
the fi^ee trade.^ The Spaniard was fiiirly baffled. 
3\st of March.- — ^At daybreak next mornings 
after travelling over the hills, we came in si^t 
of T^ic, a beautiful town^ in the mi<kt of a cul* 
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tivated plain. It seemed strange to us that there 
should have existed so large and important a 
place, of which, until a few weeks before, we had 
never even heard the name. This dty is next 
m importance to Guadalaxara, the capital of New 
Galicia, and is built in the regular manner before 
described. It lies near the centre of a basin or 
valley formed by an irregular chain of volcanic 
mountains. The appearance of the town is ren- 
dered very lively by rows of trees, gardens, and 
terraced walks, amongst the houses, all kept green 
and fresh by the waters of a river which embraces 
the town on three of its sides. 

In the course of the morning I had several 
conferences with the merchants of Tepic, and 
with the agents of those at Guadalaxara. It ap- 
peared, that the commercial capitalists of this 
part of Mexico were desirous of opening a direct 
communication with England ; and, in order to 
do this safely and effectually, they proposed to re- 
mit a considerable quantity of specie to London, 
in the Conway, for which returns were to be 
made in English goods, in the manner practised 
ever since the opening of the trade in Peru, Chili, 
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and Bu^os Ayres. After a long discussion, I 
agreed to remain till a certain day, to give time 
for communications to be held with Guadalaxara, 
and with Mexico, it being necessary to obtain 
permission from the Supreme Government, be- 
fore any treasure could be exported. Meanwhile, 
the merchants of Tepic, that no time might be 
lost, undertook to collect their funds, and to send 
off expresses to Mexico and other towns from 
which money was likely to be transmitted. 

In the afternoon we had an opportunity of see- 
ing the gay world of Tepic, especially the female 
part, to great advantage. At about an hour be^ 
fore sunset, apparendy the whole population re- 
paired in large family groups to the church of La 
Santa Cruz, by a broad public walk, shaded by 
four or five rows of chesnut trees, extending near- 
ly half a mile out of the town. The evening was 
exceedingly pleasant, for the sun was low, and 
no longer scorched us, as it had done during the 
morning. The church stands in a litde hollow, 
behind a small grassy knoll, in the brow of which 
the road leading to the court had been> cut. 
Through this opening the town and the hills h^ 
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ygnd it, and part of ilut {preat public walk, could 
be seou &^m ^e poicb at> the eutFanoe of Ae 
eburcb : i& otb^r respeolB the c^pot trarquite "S^ 
dudii^, a^d «i^ oS'St'om the dght'^of the lew 
eouiHTy sufrouBdiug the town; 

Aa noaft eteept women attended the service, 
we were unwillu^ to intr^e 'to see what cereBfto>^ 
nieswereper^mied* Thedoor wasi thronged with 
eomem^dXid go^, ttd a edntblued low humnii^g 
noise, like that -round a bee-hiye on a fine sd^f^ 
mer^s day^ mdicated that -a- multitude wtee len* 
gaged in a common pursuit. Sometimes a group 
oSmat dghtdtms^wQuld iM!ri^ together, and 
vanish at the entrance; or a stray demure BeatH 
wotdd steal in at Ae side with affected hwiili^ 
A e<nnpact duster ;ef m^^ry tasses^ ^ mimitebe-r 
£»re in h^h ^si^I^ nught Ise Beeit aoh&nBg down 
thmr look« and ndjustii^ their shawls ^ th^y ap^ 
I^Kiached the church ; while another party, stitt 
runnH% over thei]^ last ^ Ave^^wcire pressing ov^ 
wm^is^ and, as sdon as the threshold was^passedi 
^ing <^ in all direictions. 
^ The ^omen of the lower class Wore Kvety co- 
)o¥Pr^ goKnif and searft^ called Rebozos, gener 
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tilDy of sk hlijte toA white pattern, not pvinted but 
woren; Some of the pattenis eeodisted of red, 
Mne^and white, in zig-zi^ stri|)es> diflfetendy' aru 
rangedi The ^ess of the lowest cksA wftt of 
eottoA ;oiiIy ; that of the oAera was of a mixtuire 
of cotton and silk; and that of the ridhest people 
aitirely of rilk ; ihe whole being 6f the ndatinfae* 
ture of the country; 

During ^xe mMdle of ih^ dssy at T^ifiett& one 
could stir abroad; but at half past Aree or four, 
when it began to get pleasant, riding or wfdking 
parties were formed. In the ^vetain^ every house 
was teady to teeeiv^e risitdnr^ biit there were ge^ 
n^rally one or two, more theftshion than the rest^ 
to^ which" strangers were havited ai* « matter of 
course, and they were always silreof meeluig plea^ 
simt company; The meni ddt business genially 
went to their ebunting-houses e«rl^ in the mon*- 
ing; The lacBe» became tisible iibout ten o'^dock, 
and recdited company in the prinC^pd bed^room, 
or in the sala. One o^clock was the invariable 
cBnner hour, and' from two to hillf past three ot 
fova all the world were taking their siesta, the 
streets at this penod being literally deserted. 
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The ladies of Topic have already learned to 
dress in the European style, of course some yearfr 
behind the fashion, but stiU without any thing pe- 
culiar to describe. The gentlemen wear low 
brimmed brown hats, encircled by a thick gold or 
silver band, twisted up like a rope. When mount- 
ed every gentleman carries a sword^ not belted 
round him, as with us, but thrust, in a slanting 
direction, into a case made for the purpose in the 
left flap of the saddle, so that the sword lies un- 
der not over the thigh, while the hilt rises nearly 
as high as the pommel of the saddle, where it is 
more readily grasped, in case of need, than when 
left dangling by the side. The saddle rises 
abruptly four or five inches, both before and be- 
hind ; in order, as I was told, to give the rider 
support both in going up and in coining down the 
very steep roads of the country. On each side of 
the saddle, before the knees, hangs a large skin 
of some shaggy coated animal, reaching nearly to 
the ground ; in wet weather these skins are drawn 
over the rider's legs, while what is called the 
mangas covers the body. This is a cloak exact- 
ly resembling the poncho of the south, being of 
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m oblong form, with a hole in the ndddle to re^ 
ceive the head. In Mexico these cloaks are ge- 
nerally made of fine cloth, richly omamaited 
round the neck with gold embroidery. The stir- 
rups are made of wood, taken no doubt from the 
Spanish box stirrup, but they are more neatly 
made than in Spain, and are lighter, and fit the 
foot better. Every gentleman rides with a pair 
of silver spurs of immoderate length and weight ; 
and, instead of a whip, holds in his hand a long 
and curiously twisted set of thongs, which are 
merely a tapered continuation of the slender strips 
of hide of which the bridle is made, plaited into 
a round cord. 

7^A of April. — Sv/nday. — The public were kept 
in full employment all this day, first, by high 
masft ; next, by feats of horsemanship in an open 
circus ; and, lai^tly, by a play. The theatre was 
rude enough, but the greater number of the party, 
having seen no other, were perfectly satisfied. 
The audience Were seated on benches placed on 
the ground, in a large court open to the sky. 
The stage was formed of loose planks ; the waUs 
of cane and plaster, covered by a roof formed of 
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bou{^'; the scenes consisted of pieces of cloA 
piimed together, and suspended ttattk the ti^ 
bars siqiportiiig tlie thatch. There "was no fi^t 
but that of the mwrn: The climate vas so ifiild^^ 
that we sat finr several hours wiAout an3rinc$tt* 
venience dAer from cold or froiii dew. Aa i^ 
the play itself, it deserved a better stage and bet- 
ter acting; it was said to be a txmedjci Calde^ 
ron^s, and caused great mirth. 
. 9th ofApriL — There WIKS always a tiertcdia, or 
party, somewhere every ev^iing, to which we wei^ 
eiq^ected to go as a mattw of course, without par- 
ticular invitation. I shall endeavour to describe 
that which I visited last night. 

Across the Uf^r end of a large room, and for 
sc^ne distance along the sides, were seated the 
ladies, about twaity in number, in a c(»npaet 
Kn^ aoKl glued as it were to idie wall. Someu 
times in the course of the evenings agendCToan 
succeeded in obtaining a station amongst;^ la- 
dies, but he was generally an intimate acquaint- 
ance or a very d^ermined stras^er. In each 
comer of the room was placed a small st<me table, 
4m which stood a dingy tallow-candle, the feeUe 
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gtinukier ijf wliich gave a dismal light to the room; 
but by an iiicoDgruity cluuract^^c of the couiu- 
try^ die candlestick was large and handsome^ and 
mad0 of massy silrer. Bdiind the light in a glass 
Cftse wag displayed an image of the Virgin, dress- 
ed up as Nuestra Senoiia de Ouadaloupe, the 
pa^R>n sain« of Moico, almost sufficK»ted with a 
pniftision of tawdry artificial flowers. The litie 
of ladies on one side reached to the door, and, 
on the side ofqposite, to a table about hatf-'Way 
along the room, on which were placed wine and 
Fftter,ge&tlemen^s hats and ladies^ shawls* Against 
one of tibe comer t^les rested a gnitar ; and it 
sddom hi^^ened that th^re was not some person 
present ready to pday a popular tune, or t6 ac- 
coflipaay the la^s, .many of whom sung Very 
pcrettily* This occasional mudc went on without 
interrupdbig the conversation ; indeed, the sound 
of the guitar amongst the Spaniards or their 
descendaQts is so familiar, that it acts more as a 
stimulus, a sort of accompaniment to conversation, 
than as to Intermption. At the further end of 
the room was a card-table, where most of the 
g«[itlemen played at a game cdled mont^. The 
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space in the middle of the room seemed to be al- 
lotted as a play-ground for the children of the 
house, and those of many removes in consangui- 
nity. The nurses too, and the old servants of 
the family, used the privilege of walking in and 
out ; and sometimes they addressed such of the 
company as happened to be seated near the door. 
It may Jbe remarked here, that in all those coun^ 
tries a degree of familiarity is allowed between the 
servants and their superiors, of which in England 
there is no example in any rank of life. 

The entrance to the room was from a deep 
verandah, or, more properly speaking, a passage 
open to the court and flower-garden in the centre 
of the quadrangle forming the house. 

It occurred to me during the evening, that if 
a person were suddenly transported from Eng- 
land to this party, he might be much puzzled to 
say where he had got to. On entering the house, 
by an approach not unlike the arched gateway Of 
an inn, he would turn into the verandah, where 
he would in vain inquire his way from one of the 
boys playing at bo-peep round the columns, or 
scampering in the moon-light amongst the shrubs 
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in the centre of the court ; nor woidd he gain 
more information from the girls, who would draw 
up and become as prim and st^oh as i>os8ible, 
die moment Aey b^eld a stranger ; ' they would 
pout at him, and^transfix him with their coaU 
Uack eyes, but:w<5uld not titter a single word. 
Mustering courage he might enter the sala or 
^wing-room ; in an instant all the gentlemeif 
would rise and stand before their chairs like sta- 
tues ; but as neither the mistress of the house, 
nor any other lady, ever thinks of rising in those 
countries to receive or take leave of a gentleman, 
our friend would be apt to conceive his reception 
somewhat cold. He could have no time to make 
minute remarks, and would scarcely notice the 
unevenly paved brick floor — ^the bare plastered 
walk— the naked beams of the roof, thi^Higb 
which the tiles might be counted — ^indeed, the 
feebleness of the light would greatly perplex his 
observations. The elegant dresses, the Iiand^ 
some looks, and the lady-like appearance of the 
women, would naturally lead him to imagine he 
was in respectable company ; but, when be dis* 
covered all the ladies smoking segar&— and heard 
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them kugfaing most obatrepefondy, And scream* 
faig out tbeirobeeiTttiaii^ at Ae top erf' their 
voices^ he would tdvpse^ inte las fimser doubts : 
eepedally VbeD he remarhed the gend^nen in 
boots and oloaksy and aome with their bato 0B4 
NeiAer woold Us ideas be cleared up by seeki^ 
the party at the other end cf the roem, engi^e^ 
in deep ^y^ amidst a doud o^ tobaceo smdce^ 
And were he now iis snddeidy' traaspo^rted hkek 
again to his own country^ it mighi be diticuk ten 
persuade hmi, that he had :beeik anoi^si aft 
agreeable^ attiiabley audwelkbred people^— in the 
very best socie^-^in the Grosvenoir Squs^, itt 
short, of Ae dity of 'fepic t - 

12Mi^— I made one of a gr^t dfiinei^part^ ib- 
day, a sort of feast, or^ as it is cidled in Spanish^ 
a jeonvit^ The hour maoed wiis one^ o'dodc^ 
bat it was half past one befitxre the company w^^ 
til assembled* They were first hmted ta^ a ^e*- 
room to tako a^whet^ wlddi looted niore IStea 
substantial lunehecm^- In the naidfie Of the taMe 
was placed a ham, flanked by two huge bowls, 
one of punchy the other of sangaapee ; a itfixture 
of wine, sugar, lemoifi-juie^, md spieos. At each 
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end of the table stood & dish of clieese, ingeniov^ 
ly cawed iilto the shape e£ radishes and timiifw. 
At each corner ^was a dish of oliyes, eoteted wiiii 
sliees of raw (mions, floating about ii| vinegiM^. I 
ne^ not add^i there vas agaaidiente and wine in 
prc^iinon. Su^ lunple justiee was done to this 
whet) t^t the din^ef) i tboi^ht)' stood a poor 
chai^ of being touehed ; but in this I wasmudi 
mistake^. ^ 

f^orty pe(^le sat down to one table. At die 
top 'Were' plaeed the two principal ladies ; on th^r 
right sat the Boilitary Commander-in-ehiefy while 
I was requcBted' to sit on the other «ade^ next %qi 
the lady of the house* Then came the Alcad^ 
the ciNil chief authority, and so on. The master 
of the hcftise served at table, in the capacity of 
ymte^ a$nsted inoipt good-naturedly, l^ feur or 
fiver gentlemen, for whop there were no ^aci^y 
and who- prrfevred laal^g thefiaBdves veefiil in 
this way, t& cUitiiig in another apartment ido|^ 
with ten or a ddsen others, equaUy shutout l^ 
want of room. 

-At first a suspicious land of calm jHrevaSM, 
but the soup had ^scarcely been remov^ before 
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there appeared symptoms of an approaching 
storm. While we were discussing the oUa, tb^' 
dish which always succeeds the soup, a principal 
person in company rose up and shouted out 
** Copas en mano !^ handle your glasses ! But' 
he had to repeat his mandate several times, and 
to stretch out his tumbler brim-full of wine, be- 
fore the distant parts of the table stood up in ho-> 
nour of the toast, which was one of the common-* 
places of the day, " Union y Libei^tad.'* After 
this signal, there was kept up, during the whde 
dinner, a constant discharge of toasts and senti- 
ments ; and upon an average, towards the end of 
dinner, there could be no less than ten or twelve 
men, on their legs, all speaking at once, at the 
liill stretch of their voices, and accompanying 
every remark with some theat»^l gesticulaticm. 
Others kept their seats, thinking perhaps, they 
might thereby have a fairer aim at the taUe^ 
which rung from end to end with the blows by 
which these orators sought to enforce their argu- 
ments. 

Meanwhile the dinner went on, as if nothing 
remarkable was passing ; the plates and dishes 
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were changed by the servants and their volunteer 
assistants, with singular dexterity, and in spite of 
this vast disorder. The bottle passed more and 
more rapidly ; the noise increased ; the bawlers 
became more numerous; and by the time the 
dinner was well over, the party fell to pieces, and 
all seemed uproar and concision : groups of four' 
or five, and sometimes twice that number, might 
be seen clustered together, all speaking or sing- 
ing at once. I never was more astonished than 
at seeing so many men, on all other occasions 
perfect models of decorum, suddenly lose their 
formality, and act like so many professed topers 
and merrymakers. At first I thought this must 
needs end in blows, and stood prepared to avoid 
the bottles and glasses, which were likely to be 
flying about. But after a litde while, it was easy' 
to discover more sounds of mirth than of anger ; 
and the ladies, who must have been accustomed 
to such scenes, sat very composedly, viewing it 
all with great delight. 

Something like order was presently restored by 
the feats of a merry Biscayan, who dressed him- 
self like a cook, by throwing off his coat and waist- 
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coaty turning up the sleeves of his shirt above the 
elbows, and pinning a napkin across his breast. 
Those who knew him of old were immediate 
aware of w^at be was going to do, and roared o^ 
pestel ! pestd I (a pie ! a pie !) ypoi^ which i^ 
singing, drinking, and talking were put an end U^ 
and every one crowded rou^d to see this fiunoos 
pie made. 

The Biscayan first indicated by signs that a 
large didi was to be supposed before him, into 
which be pretended to place a number of ingre* 
dients, naming each as he affected to put it into 
his pie. These ingredients consisted principally 
of his friends^ some of whom he inserted whdie ^ 
of others he appropriated merely seme ridiculous 
quality, or characteristic peculiarity ; and as be 
chose only such persons as were present, the laugb 
went round against each in his tunu Hifi satire 
was sometimes very severe, especially against thf^ 
ladies ; and at length he pretended, after a long 
and witty preface, to cut up die Cinrate,. wfap^was 
sitting opposite, and thrust him into the dish, 
to the unspeakable dehght ^ the conqumy. No 
one enjoyed the laugh more than the w(»rthy Qu^ 
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irate himself. But the Biscayan was too judici- 
ous to risk tiring his audience with any more of 
the pie after this last happy sally, so catching up 
a guitar, an instrument always at hand wherever 
Spanish is spoken, and casting his eye round the 
(H)mpany, he addressed an extempore verse to 
each of the principal guests ; then jumping off the 
table, on which he had seated himself to play the 
guitar, he set about imitating the manner of walk- 
ing and speaking of five or six different provinces 
of Spain. This mimicry, though lost upon us, 
appeared to be so accurately done, that he could 
scarcely b^n an imitation, before a number of 
voices called out " Gaditano r " Gallego i" or 
whatever might be the province the manners of 
which he was representing. 

His last feat was one which certainly would not 
have been permitted a year or two before in a 
country so bigotted, or indeed in any country un- 
der Spanish control. Having taken a table-cloth, 
he dressed himself like a priest, and assuming 
the most ludicrous gravity of countenance, went 
through a part of the ceremony of high mass, to 
the infinite delight of the company, who shook 
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the house with peals at kughter. The curate 
was nowhere to be seen during this exhibkuNS) 
whk^ he could not, I suppose, hare permitted to 
go <m, although, indeed, everything serious seenw 
ed banished for the time. 

Immediately after this joke, the noise ceased, 
the party brd^e up, and every one went off tof hk 
siesta, with a composure, and steadiness, which 
showed that the greater part of the {nreceding riot 
was the effect of choice, iK>t of intoxicatiim ; to 
which, certainly, in appearance, it was most close- 
ly allied. To satisfy mysdf on this point, I Al- 
tered into conversation with several <^ the most 
boi^rouift, but they were now so perfectly quiet 
and sedate, that it was difficult to believe th^ 
were the same individuals who, but « few mi- 
nuted before, had been^ apparently, so completely 
tipsy. 

Some days after this dinner, I went to ikie 
Convent of La Cruz to visit a friend who was do- 
ing penance, not for a Bui he had committed, but 
for one he was preparing to commit. The case 
was this : Don N. had recently lost his vrUe, and 
not choosing to live in solitude, looked about for 
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spu)tli^ helpnuite; and being of ii disposition 
to tak^ ^ttle tEOublo in sucb a research, or, pro^ 
hMy% tlnnking that no labouir could procure for 
iim any one so suitable as wbat his own housi^ 
i^orded, he proposed the matter to his lately la- 
mented wife^a sister, who had lived in his house 
for several years ; and who, as he told me himself, 
was not only a very good sort of person^ but one 
well acquainted with all the details of his hous^ 
hold, known and est^med by his children, and 
accuston^ed to his society. 

Thechi^ch, however, looked exceedingtygrave 
upon th^ occasion ; not, however, as I at first sup- 
pof^, from th^ n^mess of the connection, jot 
the shortness of the interval since the first wife> 
death, but because the intended, lady had stood 
godmother to four of Don N.'^s childreUf This, 
the church said, was a serious bar to the n^w al- 
liance, which noihing could surmount but pro*- 
tracted pen^nce^ and ej^tensive charity. 

Don N. was urgent, and a council was assem- 
bled to deliberate on the matter. The learned 
body declared, after some discussion, the case to 
be a very knotty one ; and that, as the lady had 
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been four times godmother to Don N.'s children, 
it was impossible she could marry him. Neverthe- 
less, the Fathers (compassionate persons !) wished^ 
to give the unhappy couple another chance ; and 
agreed to refer the question to a learned doctor in 
the neighbourhood, skilled in aU difficult ques- 
tions of casuistry. This sage person decided that, 
according to the canons of the church, the mar- 
riage might take place, on payment of a fine of 
four hundred dollars :* two for the poor in pocket, 
and two for the poor in spirit, namely the priests. 
But to expiate the crime of marrying a quad- 
ruple godmother, a sUght penance must also 
be submitted to in the following manner. Don 
N. was to place himself on his knees before 
the altar, with a long wax-candle burning in his 
hand, while his intended lady stood by his side, 
holding another : this was to be repeated in the 
face of the congregation for one hour, during 
every Sunday and fast-day throughout a whole 
year ; after which purifying exposure, the parties 
were to be held eligible to proceed with the mar- 
riage. 

Don N., who chose rather to put his con- 
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science than his knees to such discipline, took 
his own measures on the occasion. What these 
were, the idle public took the liberty of guessing 
broadly enough^ but no one could say positively. 
At the end of a week, however, it was announced, 
that the case had undergone a carefiil re-examina- 
tion, and that it had been deemed proper to com- 
mute the penance into one week'^s retirement from 
the world : that is to say, Don N. was to shut 
himself up in the Convent of La Cruz, there to 
fast and pray in solitude and silence for seven 
days. The manner in which this penance was 
performed is an appropriate commentary on the 
whole transaction. The penitent, aided and as- 
sisted by two or three of the jovial friars of the con- 
vent, passed the evening in discussing some capital 
wine, sent out for the occasion by Don N. himself, 
after eating a dinner, prepared by the cook of the 
convent, the best in New Galicia. As for silence 
and solitude, his romping boys and girls were with 
him during all the morning ; besides a score of 
visitors, who strolled daily out of town as far as 
the convent, to keep up the poor man^s spirits, by 
relating all the gossip which was afloat about his 
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marriage, bis penitence, and the wonderM kind- 
ness of the church. 

The interest I took in the question throughout, 
induced Don N. to invite me to the "wedding. 
The ceremony did hot differ ^sse^tiallj ftotii oibr 
own: there was, however, much Crossing with 
holy water, consecrated with gteat cer^fittony ih 
our presence : the prayers were read in so i^^id 
and mumbling a style, that I could not, fbr a long 
time, discover whether they were in Spanish dr ih 
Latin. There was, as usual, abundance of wii^ 
and cakes ; and it was tndy exhilaraling to mi^k 
the relish with which the good fathers drained 
their glasses. 

The Novios, as the bride and bridegroom ate 
called, were silent atod attentive, but I "was the 
only oth^ person in the room who was so duriiig 
the whole ceremony ; every one else being employ- 
ed in laughing or whisjpering to his ndghbour^ 
even the officiating priest was scarcely sterious ; 
and at the conclusion, when he shut the b6ok> 
and the ceremoily was considered'as oVer,he lii^id 
something ludicrous iKnd appropriate to th^e cir- 
cumstances, but in the same tone he hadHiitod in 
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reading the serviee. This, netwit^atandiiig its 
scandalous impropriety, was almost irresistibly co- 
mic, and I had the utmost difficulty to repress a 
laugh. I was restrained by an idea, that, wha;t- 
eyer liberties these people might themsdves choose 
to take on such an occasion, they must havebe^i 
displeased at a heretic^s prestuning to jjoin in the 
jest. This prudent <gr»7ity, winch cost me a con.* 
sideraMe^ort, was the means of bringkig me ac- 
quainted with an old gentleman I had not >8eeii 
before. He came up to me, and begged to intro- 
duce himseilf, saying, 'he willed to express bow 
much pleased iie was to observe that all English- 
men did not ridicule the Bcmian Catholic Saora- 
ments ; and he hoped I would accept a copy of 
Don Qtthcote, of which he bad an old and valu- 
able edition, in testimony of his satisfaction, as 
well a&'to keep me in mind of his i&iend, Don 
N.'*8 marriage. 

On the 18th of April I accompanied a Spanish 
gentleman and a native merchant of Topic to the 
top of a hill in the neighbourhood of the town. 
Our object was to gain a view of the surrounding 
country ; and in this we succeeded beyond our 
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expectation, for the view extended to the sea, andr 
along the coast to a great distance. On the other 
hand, it brought some ranges of the Andes in 
sight, especially one remarkable mountain, the 
top of which, unlike this chain in general, wai^ 
perfectly flat for an extent of many leagues. 

Nothing certainly could have been more inno- 
cent than this trip to the hill, and I was of course 
greatly surprised to learn next day that it had ex-. 
cited suspicion in the minds of the local authori- 
ties. It was provoking too to find, that the un- 
ceasing pains we had taken to avoid giving cause 
of ofience had proved inefiectuijtl. On first reach- 
ing Tepic, I had learned from a friend, that the 
people of this place were remarkably jealous of 
strangers, and apt at any time to misinterpret the 
most harmless actions; and that, in our case^, 
their wonted suspicion would be increased, as the 
Conway was the first English man-of-war that had 
visited this remote comer of the coiuitry. I did 
not see why this should follow, but attended,.ne- 
vertheless, sedulously to the hint, and took care 
to impress on the officers a similar feeling. We 
had been flattering ourselves that we had com- 
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pletely succeeded, and imagined we bad gained 
the good-will of all parties, by avoiding political 
discussions, and by being pleased with everything 
and everybody. We were mistaken, however; 
and on the day following the excursion to the hill, 
the Illustrious Ayuntamiento, such is the title of 
the town-council, met to examine evidence ; and 
all sorts of absurd stories were told and believed, 
till at length, having worked themselves into a 
due pitch of diplomatic alarm, they resolved to 
write me an official letter. Several of the mem- 
bers, with whom I was personally acquainted, sug- 
gested that a little delay, and some farther inqui- 
ry, might be advisable, before an angry letter was 
written to a stranger living amongst them. This 
forbearance, however, was overruled ; and as the 
state appeared to be in danger, the letter was sent 
before the meeting broke up. I give a transla- 
tion of it here, as it explains the nature of their 
suspicions, which I need scarcely say, were utter- 
ly without foundation. It serves also, in some 
degree, to show the temper of the times : the go- 
vernment and its institutions being still new, and 
administered by inexperienced hands, it was natu- 
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ral for the executive branch to feel somewhat over 
cautious, and to be apt to suspect, without <^U8e, 
that their authority was trifled with. 

« 

TBAl^SLATrON. 

'< This Ayimtamiento has learned, that durii^ 
the time you have been resident in this dty, you 
have taken measurements for making a plan of it, 
and of the neighbouring hills, according to the 
series of observations which it is known you have 
made of its respective points ; and l^t you are 
now in expectation of some necessary instruments 
from the port of San Bias. Even admitting that 
these operations have been the result of mere cu- 
riosity, and not with the aibove-mentioned' inten* 
tion, this Corporation, nevertheless, cannot but 
express its surprise^ that while the Supreme Go^ 
▼ermnent of this empirehas given orders that the 
cheers and oth^ subjects of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty should be treated with the greatest attri- 
tion, — as accordingly has been done by allowing 
them to enter the country ;—^you should not^hav^ 
condescended to request of this subordinate go- 
vernment the necessary pennission for carrying 
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on such operations, the ohject of which can have 
been no other than that which is assigned above, 
the very serious consequences of which you can- 
not be ignorant of. 
" Gt)d gr^nt you many years. 
" Dated in the CouncikChamber of Tepic, 
19th April 1822. Second year of the Inde- 
pendence 6£ Mexico. 

(Signecf) " J. R. 

'' M. B. Sec."" 

Spanish diplomacy, like that of China, has 
means of showing respect or disrespect, by the 

• 

mere form and style of the despatch ; and accord- 
ingly, this testy communication was written on an 
uncut sheet of'coarse note paper, and transmitted 
without an envelope. I thought it most siritaUe 
however not to take the least notice of these symp- 
toms of ill-hirmour, but to answer the Illustrious 
Ayuntamiento in the most ceremonious and for- 
mal manner possible, but, at the same time, wli!h 
the utmost good-humour. I had nothing, indeed, 
to say, but that I never had the slightest inten- 
tion of makbg any plan of the town or the neigh- 
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bouring country, and had taken no measurements 
nor any observations, and that I neither had 
brought with me, nor had I sent for any instru- 
ments. 

The Ayimtamiento, who had probably been 
hoaxed by some wag, were afterwards sorry for 
havii^ sent me such a despatch, and it was actu- 
ally proposed in council to write me another in 
explanation ; but a Mend of mine, belonging to 
that illustrious body, put a stop to this, by declar- 
ing, he had authority from me to say, that I was 
perfectly satisfied of there having been some mis- 
take, and that I had already received too many 
proofs of their good-will to require or wish for any 
apology. This puzzled them a little ; but they 
were ever afterwards particularly civil and kind, 
not only to me, but to the other Englishmen on 
the spot. 

21st of April. — ^A family of my acquaintance, 
consisting of a widow, her son, and two daughters, 
invited me to-day to accompany them to a wed- 
ding-dinner, given to an old servant of theirs by 
his relations. These ladies had observed, that the 
English were always inquiring into the customs 
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of the natiyes ; and thinking it would amuse me^ 
to see this dinner, had asked me to join their 
party. It appeared that, at such entertainments,, 
it was considered a creditable thing for the par<« 
ties to have the countenance of their former mas-^ 
ters, or some person in better circumstances ; a 
very natural feeling, and one which the higher 
classes in that country appear to have great plea- 
sure in gratifying. Indeed, I never have- seen 
in any part of the world a more amiable, or more 
considerate and kindly feeling of superiors towards 
their dependants, than exists in South America 
and Mexico. In those parts, also, now very few, 
where slaves exist, the manner in which they are 
treated is highly exemplary. And it may be 
said, generally, that in the Spanish colonies, or 
in places occupied by the descendants of Span- 
iards> the treatment of servants of every kind is 
milder than in most other parts of the world. 
This has sometimes been explained, on the sup- 
position, that the oppression of the mother coun- 
try might have taught the colonists gentleness, 
and indulgence to such as were dependent upon 
them. But experience shows, that the contrary 
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really takes place in tbe world; and we must lode 
Sox an explanation of the fact in tbe genuine 
goodness of the Spanish character, which^ though 
ovetlaid and crushed down by a series of politi- 
cal and moral degradati^ms, is still ess^tially ex- 
^fillmtf and w^hy of a fiur better destiny. 

Tbe cottage in whidi the entertainment wag 
given stood ^n the wooded bank of the river on 
the north side <^the town ; and, though not ten 
minutes walk fr^ax the market-place, bad all the 
i^pearanee of beipg fyf mAe qountry-i-Hsuch is 
Ihe promptitude and lu^curiaiice with which ve- 
getatiosi starts up in these happy climates. 
' As we approached the spot, we observe4 a 
number of peo]^e in their best dresses, seated on 
jtbe grass round the house : they rose as we en- 
tcared the court, where the master aud mistress 
were standing ready to receive us. The former, 
who, it seemed, was the padrino, or person who 
gave away the bride, was the ^ver of the feae^. 
In the room to which we were shown, a dinner- 
table was laid out for eight or ten people. The 
bride and her mother, with several female rela- 
tions, were seated at the upper end of the apart- 
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ment; the bride being dressed up in ga»dy«> 
eoleured cottons, with immense ear-xings, and s 
prolusion of showy artificial flowers in her hair. 
She sat with her arms folded^ and with a loiA. of 
determined gravity, ot rather, as it i^peaved, of 
ttulkiness, that promised no ccmifi»taUe life to 
the husband. But I learned afterwards, that it 
was an essential part of the etiquette, upon these 
occasions, fer the bride to be uniformly grave, si- 
lent, and seemingly abashed and frightened ; that 
a smile from her would be considered the haght 
of indecorum; and a dieerful speech, even to wel- 
come a guest, the most inexcusable inddicacy. 

No one sat at dinner besides our party, e»:ept 
the bride and her mother, and one of her aunts. 
The brid^room would also have sat down With 
us had there been romn ; but as there was not, he 
placed himself at a small side-table along with his 
father. When we had done dinner, we rose to 
make room for the second set, consisting ci the 
friends of the Novios ; after which a feast was 
spread on the grass outside, for all who chose to 
partake of the good cheer. The object of the 
first dinner was to prove that the family were re- 
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gpected by their superiors — of the secottd, to 
(Show they were not without friends of their own 
dass — and the dinner without^ was intended as a 
display of their liberality. 

When the party who succeeded us had nearly 
cUned, one of them, a poet by profession, rose 
and addressed some extempore verses to the 
bride ; whidi, though humorous enough to make 
all the rest of the company laugh, were received 
by her with the most correct indifference. The 
poet, a sly old fellow, and half-tipsy, was a per- 
son well known for making it a point of con- 
science never to allow any wedding, or other 
merry-making, to pass without a sufficient dose of 
his verses. 

As we imagined our presence imposed some 
restraint upon the party, we retired to another 
cottage, when one of the young ladies, spying a 
harp, carried it to the door, and played to the 
people who were lounging about. They immedi- 
ately began the dance of the country, consisting 
of a short inelegant step, mixed with an occasion- 
al rapid stamping of the foot, while in the act of 

describing various small circles round one an- 
il 
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Other. The harp, on these occasions, was gene- 
rally accompanied by a shrill song. No more 
than two persons danced at a time ; and the step, 
figure, and the numerous gesticulations, appeared 
to dq>end on the taste and fimcy of the couple 
themselves. It is very remarkable that this 
dance bears the closest resemUance to that of 
Chili, and every other country we visited along 
the whole coast. 

22d of ApriL — I was walkii^ through the 
market-place this morning, with one of the ofB- 
cers of the ship, when our attention was arrested 
by a party of native Mexican Indians, who had 
come from the interior to purchase maize and 
other articles. Each of them carried a bow, and 
about two dozen of arrows, and wore in his girdle 
a long* broad knife. Their dress was a coarse 
cotton shirt made of cloth manufactured by them- 
sdves ; and a pair of leather small-clothes, loose 
at the knees, and fringed with a line of tassels, 
and short strips of leather, each being intended 
to represent some article belonging to the wearer : 
one being his horse, another his bow, another 
larger wad more ornamental standing for his wife, 
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and 80 on. The most striking circumstance how^ 
ever. was that all these Indians wore feathers 
round their heads, precisely in the manner repre- 
sented in the cuts which embellish the old ac- 
counts of the conquest. Some had tied round 
their straw-hats a circle of red flowers, so much 
resembling feathers, that it was not easy to dis* 
tinguish between the two. Several of them wore 
necklaces of white beads made of bone, the dis- 
tinctive mark, as we were told, of being married. 
A little old man of the party, who seemed much 
entertained by our curiosity, begged our atten* 
tion to a rod about two feet long, which he car- 
ried in his hand, and to the. skin of a little bird 
of brilliant plumage, suspended at his left knee ; 
these two symbols he gave us to understand be- 
longed to him as chief of the village. Th^ only 
woman of the party stood apart, wrapped in a 
coarse kind of blanket, holding the bridles of the 
mules. At first they were rather alarmed at the 
interest we took in their dress and appearance, 
and as they did not imderstand Spanish, shrunk 
back firom us. But an obliging person in the 
market-place stepped forward to act as interpre- 
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ter, which soon reassured them, and they came 
round us afterwards with confidence ; but it was 
with great reluctance they parted with their bows 
and arrows, and their feathered ornaments. The 
old man could not be prevailed upon to part with 
his rod of authority, nor his official \Atd ; neither 
could we induce them to sell, at any price, that 
part of their dress to which the inventory of their 
goods and chattels was appended. 

These Indians are a small and feeble race of 
men, resembling in this respect the aboriginal in- 
habitants of the country. Their bows and arrows 
are suited to their strength, being more like those 
of school-boys than the arms of m^i who have 
their country to defend. And il is impossiUenot 
to look back with pily upon the unequal contest 
waged in this unfortunate cocmtry, when the mus- 
ket and bayonet of the disciplined Spaniard w^re 
first opposed to weapons so contemptible, in such 
feeble hands. 

From the Plaza, we went to a house wh&ce a 
bee-hive of the coimtry was opened in our pre- 
sence. The bees, the honeycomb, and the hive, 
differ essentially from those in England. The 
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hive is generally made out of a leg of wpod firom 
two to three feet l<mg) and eight or tm indies in 
diamet^9 hollowed out, and closed at the ends by 
ciipular doors, cepa^ited closely to the wood, but 
capable of being remoyed at pleasure. 

Some persons use cylindrical hives made of 
earthenware, inistead of the clumsy apparatus of 
wood ; these are relieved by raised figures and 
circular rings, so as to form rather handsome or- 
naments in the ve)randah of a house, where they 
are suspended by cords from the roof, in the 
same manner that the wooden ones in the vUlages 
wre hung to the eaves of the cottages. On one 
side of the hive, half-way betwecai the ends, there 
.is a 6mall hole mtde> just large enou^ for a load- 
.ed bee to enter, and shaded by a projecidon to 
^^vent the rain fccm trickling in. In this hole, 
Ij^ierally rejpresenting the mouth of a man, or 
some monster, the head of which is moulded in 
the day of the hive, a bee is constantly station- 
ed ; whose office is no sinecure, for the hole is so 
i^mall, he has to draw back every time a bee wish- 
es to enter or to leave the hive. A gentleman 
told me that the eiqperiment had been made, by 
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marking the sentinel ; when it was observed that 
the same bee continued at his post a whole day. 
When it is ascertained by the weight that the 
hive is ftdl, the end pieces are remored, and the 
honey withdrawn. The hive we saw opened was 
only, partly filled ; which enabled us to see the 
economy of the interior to more advantage. The 
honey is not contained in the elegant hexagonal 
cells of our hives, but in wax bags, not quite so 
large as an egg. These bags, or bladders, are 
hung round the sides of the hive, and appear 
about half fiill, the quantity being probably just 
as great as the strenglih of the wax will bear widi- 
out tearing. Those near the bottom, being bet- 
ter supported, are more filled than the upper 
ones. In the centre of the lower part of the hive, 
we observed an irregukr shaped mass of comb 
Aimished with cells, like those of our bees, all 
containing young ones, in such an advanced state,' 
tibat when we broke the comb and let them out) 
they flew merrily away. During this examina- 
lion of the hive, the comb and the honey were 
taken out, and the bees disturbed in every way ; 
but they never stung us, though our &cea and 
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hands were coTered with them. It is said, how- 
ever, that there is a bee in the country which 
does sting ; but the kind we saw seem to have 
neith^ the power nor the inclination, for they 
certainly did not hurt us; and our friends said 
they were always " muy manso,^^ very tame, and 
never stung any one. The honey gave out a rich 
aromatic perfiime, and tasted differently frtmi 
ours ; but possessed an agreeable flavour. 
' On the 26th of April, an answer to the appli- 
cation of the merchants, for permission to ship 
money in the Conway, was received from Mexico. 
But the terms in which the licence was worded 
showed, that although government had felt it 
right, in conformity with a prodamation issued 
some time before, to grantthis permission, yet they 
still retained the characteristic feeling of doubt, 
as to the expediency of aUowing gold and direr 
to leave the country. They could not, all at 
once, divest themselves of the mistaken idea, that 
money, independent of its exchangealde value, 
was richesr. They had not yet learned to separate 
the idea of wealth and power from the mere pos^- 
sesfidon of gold and silver ; not seeing that it was 
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solely by the process of exchanging them for goods 
and services which they stood in need of^ that 
either wealth or power could arise from the pre- 
cious metals, of which they had more than they 
wanted. Juster notions, it is true, were by this 
time beginning to be disseminated amongst them, 
and the government perceived the importance of 
viewing the precious metals as mercantile commo- 
dities of exchangeable value ; and since they were 
the staple produce of the country, of encouraging 
their production and export. That enlarged 
views should at once take deep and effective 
root, in the minds of such infant govetnments, 
was hardly, to be looked for ; and, accordingly, 
we invariably foimd die same erroneous but se- 
ductive idea prevailing, more or less, that gold 
and silver were in themselves national wealth, and 
that they ought not, therefore, to be allowed to 
leave the country. These notions obtained uni- 
versally amongst the lower orders, and generally 
amongst the upper classes, excepting the princi- 
pal merchants, whose habits of business led them 
directly to the truth. 

A;s the greater part of the treasure was export- 



838 MEXICO. 

ed in British men-of-war, the jealousy with which 
we were otien regarded by the people was m* 
creased ; and it was no easy task to show, that, 
f((x erery dollar carried out of the country, an 
equiyalent value in goods must necessarily come 
into it— of goods which they stood in need of, in 
exchange for metals of which they had infinitely 
more than they wanted. It would be unreason- 
able, however, to reproach these people with inac- 
curate views on this subject, simple as it may 
seem ; since, till very recendy, opinions, ^ually 
false and mischievous to society, prevailed almost 
imiversally in countries where political economy 
had been reduced to a science. 

But if we lament the folly o£ thus throwing ob- 
stacles in the way of turning the most valuable pro- 
duce of the country to the best account ; we feel 
deeper regret, and more lively indignation, when 
we see the waste of mental treasure which the 
same unwise policy, and contracted views, have 
occasioned in those countries. 

These remarks refer more particularly to the 
female part of society ; and I find it difficult to use 
language which shall describe the state of the case. 
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without, at the same time, implying reproadh or 
censure upon them, a thing altogether foreign to 
my meaning. The fault, in fact, does not lie with 
the indiTiduals; so far from it, that when, in any 
instance, the opposing causes happen to be remov- 
ed, and opportunities are presented for improving 
their minds, the effect is so remarkable, that it is 
impossible not to hail, with satisfaction, the pro- 
spect now opening, by which the means of im- 
provement, heretofore rare and accidental, may 
become general, and within the reach of the whole 
society. 

It was really painfiil to see so many young la- 
dies of excellent alHlitied, anxious to learn, but 
without any means of improvement, receiving 
little or no encouragement from their seniors, 
and the very reverse of encouragement from the 
priests. 

With respect to the men it may be remarked, 
that they probably unconsciously have contri- 
buted, by their behaviour to the women, to ag- 
gravate the effect of the other causes which have 
been adverted to as degrading their country. They 
had no share whatever in the government, or in 
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the commerce of the country ; and were thus left 
ahnost without motive to imy kind of exertion. 
They, therefore, naturally betook themselves to 
ignoble pursuits, and being indifferent to public 
opinion, thought of nothing less thim of study- 
ing to elevate and sustain the moral excellence 
of the other sex. The reaction upon themselves, 
firom the degradation which they caused, follow- 
ed as an inevitable consequence; and thus the 
whde community was lowered in the scale of ci- 
vilization and raorfds. 

We may now however rationally, hope that 
when the men are called to the exercise c£ high 
duties, and a thousand motives are placed before 
every individual,- to encourage him to exertion, 
they will soon learn the value of character ; and 
public opinion will, for the first time, be felt and 
understood in the country. They will then dis^ 
cover how important a share of that opinion be- 
longs to the women : and will have an interest in 
contributing everything in their power to elevate 
instead of depreciating their influence. If thu)gs 
be thus left to take their natural course, the tide 
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of knowledge and happiness will soon overspread 
the land ; and the fertility, which sach an inun- 
dation will impart to the soil, will allow of any 
degree of culture, and can neyer be exhausted 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MEXICO. 

SKETCH OF THE REVOLUTION IN MEXICO^ WITH REFLEC- 
TIONS ON THE STATE OF PUBLIC FEELING IN THAT 

COUNTRY. 

Before describing the state of party-feeling, 
it will, I think, be satisfactoiy to say a few wotcIs 
on the recent Revolution in Mexico, which differs 
in many particulars from those of South Ame- 
rica. 

Mexico, like Chili, has been twice revolution-. 
ized. The first struggle commenced in Septem- 
ber 1810, and was carried on with various success 
till July I8I99 when the exertions of the Patriots 
were ahnost extinguished. 

Although the Independents failed in their first 
attempt, the experience gained in the course of a 
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long and atduoiHi cont^dt contributed materially 
to the more su^cefisful conduct of the second Re- 
volutjon, of which I am about to give a very brief 

sketch. 

About the middle of 1820, accounts were re- 
cdved in Meiico of the Revolution in Spain, and 
it was soon m9/ie known, that orders had been 
sent to Apodaca, the Viceroy, to proclaim the 
Constitution, to which Ferdinand the VII. had 
been obl^ed to swear. But it appears that Apo- 
daca, and isonie of the principal generals, acting 
probably under secret orders from the king, re- 
solved to resist the establishment of the conistitu- 
tion. The popular sentiment, as may be suppo- 
sed. Was against such a project; and this seeds of 
an iextensive revolt were in this way sown by the 
very persons, who, it may be supposed, had the 
interests of the mother country most at heiurt. 
New levies of troops were made by government to 
^uppress.any attempt to dedare the Constitution ; 
and the whole country was gradually, and almost 
insensibly, roused into military action. 

The chief obstacle, as it was thought by these 
leaders, to the success of their plan, was the pre- 
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sence of Greneral Don N. Axmgo, whose attach- 
ment to the cause of the Constitution was too well 
known to admit a doubt of his supporting it. He 
was, therefore, dismissed firom the command ci 
the military division stationed between Mexico 
and Acapulco ; and in his place Don Augusdn 
Iturbid^ was appointed ; an officer who, during 
the former Revolution, had adhered steadily to 
the interests of the king, though he was a native 
of Mexico. He had been privy to the secret pro- 
ject above alluded to, of forcibly resisting the 
proclamation oi the constitution, and when he left 
Mexico in February 1821, to supersede Armigo, 
he was implicitly confided in by the Viceroy, who 
appointed him to escort half a million of dollars 
destined for embarkation at Acapulco. Iturbide, 
however, soon took possession of this money at a 
place called Iguala, about one hundred and twen- 
ty miles firom Mexico, and commenced the second 
Mexican Revolution, by publishing a paper, 
wherein he proposed to the Viceroy that a new 
form of government should be established, inde- 
pendent of the mother country. 

As this document, which bears the title of the 
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Plan of Iguala, was made the foundation of all 
the subsequent proceedings of the revolutionists, 
it may be interesting to give a sketch of its lead- 
ing points. It bears date the 24th of February 
1821, the day after Iturbid^ had possessed him- 
self of the treasury under his escort. 

Article 1st maintains the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, to the entire exclusion (intolerancla) g£ 
any other* 

2d, Declares New Spain independent of Old 
Spain, or of every other country. 

3d, Defines the government to be a limited mo- 
narchy, ^^ regulated according to the spirit of the 
peculiar constitution adapted to the country.^ 

4th, Proposes that the Imperial Crown of Mex- 
ico be offered first to Ferdinand VII. ; and, in 
the event of his declining it, to the younger prin- 
ces of that family, specifying that the representa- 
tive government of New Spain shall have the 
power eventually to name the Emperor, if these 
princes shall also reftise. Article 8th points this 
out more explicitly. 

5th, 6th, and 7th Articles, relate to the details 
of duties belonging to the Provisional Govern- 

8 
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ment) which is to consist of a Junta and a Re- 
gency, till the Cortes or Congress be assembled 
at Mexico. 

9th, The government is to be supported by an 
army, which shall bear the name of ^^ The Army 
of the Three Guarantees.**^ These guarantees, it 
appears by the 16th Article, are^ 1st, The Reli- 
gion in its present pure state : 2d, The Indepen- 
dence ; and, 3d, The Union of Americans and 
Spaniards in the country. 

10th and 11th relate to the duties of Congress, 
with respect to the formation of a constitution on 
the principles of this " Plan.^ 

12th, Declares every inhabitant of New Spain 
a citizen thereof, of whatever country he be ; and 
renders ^very man eligible to every office, with- 
out exception, even of Africans. A subsequent 
modification of this article excluded slaves. 

13th, Secures persons and property. 

14th, Gives strong assurances of maintaining, 
untouched, the privileges and immunities of the 
Church. 

15th, Promises not to remove individuals from 

their present offices. 

11 
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16th, (See 9th.) 

17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th, relate to the for- 
mation of the army and other military details. 

21 8t, Declares that until new laws be framed, 
those of the present Spanish constitution are to 
be in force. 

22d, Declares treason against the Indepen- 
dence to be second only to sacrilege. 

23d, To the same effect. 

24th, Points out, that the Cortes, or Sovereign 
Congress, is to be a constituent assembly, to hold 
its sessions in Mexico, and not in Madrid. * 

This plan dexterously involves the direct and 
obvious interests of all classes in the commimity, 
especially of those who had most to lode ; the 
clergy and the old Spaniards, who held by far the 
most extensive influence over society, one by be- 
ing in possession of nearly all the active capital 

* In Iturbid^'s published Statement^ (London^ June 
1824^) the " Plan of Iguala" is given exactly similar in 
substance to the above^ though the articles are in some 
cases transposed. The above abstract is faithfully trans^ 
lated from a Mexican paper in my possession. 

VOL. II. Q 
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in the country; the other by having gained, 
in times past, an influence over men^s minds, to 
which, perhaps, there does not now exist a paral- 
lel in the Christian world. But, although this be 
true, yet both these parties had been recently 
made to feel, that their influence, and even ex- 
istence, depended upon opinion alone, and this 
they were sufficiently aware they might lose in a 
moment. To them, therefore, the countenance of 
power was of the greatest consequence, and it be- 
came their immediate interest to support the views 
of a party, which, instead of oppressing them, as 
had been the case elsewhere, actually condescend- 
ed to borrow their support, and to provide for 
their safety. 

Again, by not holding out a vague prospect of 
a representative government, but beginning at 
once, by calling the deputies together, and by ap- 
pointing a deliberative junta and an executive re- 
gency, doubts and jealousies were dissipated, or 
put to sleep. 

In the interim, while the above proposition was 
submitted to Spain, this plan answered Iturbid^s 
purposes fully, as the flame which it had kindled 
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spread over the whole country. He was soon 
joined by several of the most distinguished of the 
king^s officers; amongst others by Ikm Pedro 
Celestino N^eti, a Spaniard, but married in 
the country ; and by Colonel Bustamante, who 
brought with him a thousand cavalry. On every 
side the great cities yielded to the Revoludonary 
forces. Such also was Iturbid^s address, that, 
in every case of conquest^ he converted into active 
Mends all those who had been indifferent before, 
and seldom fiiiled to gain over to his cause the 
most powerful of his enemies ; while, at the same 
time, he won the confidence and esteem of every 
6ne, by his invariable moderation, humanity, and 
justice. 

While the Independent cause was thus rapid- 
ly advancing, that of the Spanish government was 
fklling fast to jneces. The Viceroy Apodaca found 
it impossible to stem the torrent, and was glad to 
abdicate his authority at the mutinous st^gestion 
of the officers, who, it is curious to observe, adopt- 
ed a course exactly similar to that of thdr coun- 
trymen in Peru, in the case of Pezuela. But his 
accessor, Field-marshal Novella, in vain endea- 
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vowred to restore the cause of the king, while 
Iturbid^ drew his armies closer and closer round 
the capital, subduing everything before him. 

At this critical moment, a new Viceroy, Gene* 
ral O'^Donaju, arrived from Spain, vested with 
powers to supersede Apodaca. To his astonish- 
ment be found the country he came to govern no 
longer a colony of Spain, but an independent 
state. As he had come without troops, he saw at 
a glance that Mexico was irretrievably lost, on th^ 
terms, at least, on which it had been held here- 
tofore. He endeavoured, howev^r, to make the 
best conditions h^ could fpr his country ; and, in 
order to paye the way, issued a proclamatipn to 
the inhabitants, breathing nothing but liberality 
and hearty congratiilations upon their proispect g£ 
happiness ; a most singular document indeed to 
come from ft Spanish Viceroy, apd one i^hich it 
was next to madness to suppose that the Spanish 
Government would ever acknowledge. 

Iturbid^, delighted to see this disposition on 
the part of O^Donaju to take things in such un- 
expected good part, invited him to a conference. 
They, accordingly, met at Cordova, where, afte? 

10 



REVOLUTION. 245 

a short discussion, a treaty, which bears the name 
of that city, was signed on the 24th of August 
1821. By this treaty, O'^Donaju fiilly recogniz- 
ed the Plan of Iguala ; and not only engaged to 
use his influence to support it at home, but, in 
order to manifest his sincerity still farther, he ac- 
tually agreed to become a member of the provi- 
sional Revolutionary government; to despatch 
commissioners to Spain to offer the crown to Fer- 
dinand ; and, in short, in the name of Spain, to 
make common cause with Mexico. 

This treaty of Cordova bears internal evidence 
of having been dictated by Iturbide himself, and 
as it bears in all its parts the strongest character- 
istic marks of his policy, I think it right to give 
it at length. So much at this moment depends 
upon the individual character of Iturbide, that 
this document, which sheds more light upon it 
than anything I know, will be read with in^ 
terest. 
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" TEEATY OF CORDOVA. 

" Treaty concluded in the Town of Cordova on 
the 24th of August 1821, between Don Juan 
O^Donaju, Lieutenant-General of the Ar- 
mies of Spain, and Don Augustin de Itur- 
bid4 First Chief of the Imperial Mexican Ar- 
my of the * Three Guarantees.' 

^^ New Spain having declared herself independ- 
ent of the mother country ; possessing an army to 
suj^rt this declaration; her provinces having 
decided in its favour ; the capital wherein the le^ 
gitimate authority had been deposed being besieg* 
ed ; the cities of Vera Cruz and Acapulco alone re- 
maining to the European govemmentungarrisonedy 
and without the me^ms of resisting a well direct- 
ed siege of any duration, Lieut.-Gen. Don Juan 
O'Donaju arrived at the first-named port in the 
character and quality of Captain General and first 
Political Chief of this kingdom, appointed by his 
Most Catholic Majesty, and being desirous of 
avoiding the evils that necessarily fall upon the 
people in changes of this description, and of re- 
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concifing the interests of Old and New Spain, he 
invited the First Chief of the imperial army, Don 
Augustin de Iturbid^, to an interview, in order to 
discuss the great question of independence, disi- 
entangling without destroying the bonds which 
had connected the two Continents. This inter* 
view took place in the town of Cordova, on the 
24th of August 1821, and the former under the 
character with which he came invested, and the 
latter as representing the Mexican empire, having 
conferred at large upon the interests of each na- 
tion, looking to their actual condition, and to re- 
c^it occurrences, agreed to the following Articles, 
which they signed in duplicate, for their better 
preservation, each party keeping an original for 
greater security and validity. 

'^ 1st, This kingdom of America shall be re- 
cc^nized as a sovereign and independent nation ; 
and shall, in future, be called the Mexican £m« 
pire. 

^^ 2d, The government of the empire shall be 
monarchical, limited by a constitution. 
. '' 3d, Ferdinand VII., Catholic King of Spain, 
shall, in the first place, be called to the throne of 
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the Mexican Empire, (on taking the oath pre* 
scribed in the 10th Article of the Plan,) and on 
his refusal and denial, his brother, the most se- 
rene infante Don Carlos ; on his refusal and de- 
nial, the most serene infante Don Francisco de 
Paula ; on his refusal and denial, the most serene 
Don Carlos Lilis, infante of Spain, formerly heir 
of Tuscany, now of Lucca ; and upon his renun- 
ciation and denial, the person whom the cortes of 
the empire shall designate. 

^^ 4th, The emperor shall fix his court in Mex- 
ico, which shall be the capital of the empire. 

'^ 5th, Two commissioners shall be named by 
his Excellency Senor 0'*Donaju, and these shall 
proceed to the court of Spain, and place in the 
hands of his Majesty King Ferdinand VII., a co-; 
py of this treaty, and a memorial which shall ac- 
company it, for the purpose of affording informa- 
tion to his Majesty with respect to antecedent cir- 
cumstances, whilst the cortes of the empire offer 
him the crown with all the formalities and gua- 
rantees which a matter of so much importance re- 
quires ; and they supplicate his Majesty, that on 
the occurrence of the case provided for in Article^ 
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3, he would be pleased to communicate it to the 
most serene infantes called to the crown in the 
same article, in the order in which they are so 
named ; and that his Majesty would be pleased 
to interpose his influence and prevail on one of 
the members of his august family to proceed to 
this empire, inasmuch as the prosperity of both 
nations would be thereby promoted, and as the 
Mexicans wovdd feel satisfaction in thus strength-^ 
ening the bands of friendship, with which they 
may be, and wish to see themselves united to the 
Spaniards. 

^^ 6th, Conformably to the spirit of the ^ Plan 
of Iguala,^ an assembly shall be immediately 
named, composed of men the most eminent in the 
empire for their virtues, their station, rank, for- 
tune, and influence ; men marked out by the ge- 
neral opinion, whose number may be sufficiently 
considerable to insure by their collective know- 
ledge the safety of the resolutions which they may 
take in pursuance of the powers and authority 
granted them by the following articles. 

" Jthy The assembly mentioned in the preced- 
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ing article shall be called the ' Provisional Junta 
of Government.* 

*' 8th, Lieutenant-General Don Juan O^Do- 
naju shall be a member of the Provisional Jimta 
of Government, in consideration of its being ex- 
pedi^t that a person of his rank should take an 
active and immediate part in the government, and 
of the indispensable necessity of excluding some 
of the individuals mentioned in the above Plan of 
Iguala, conformably to its own spirit. 

^* 9th, The Provisional Junta of Government 
shall have a president elected by itself from its 
own body, or from without it, to be determiiied 
by the absolute plurality of votes ; and if on the 
first scrutiny the votes be found equal, a second 
scrutiny shall take place, which shall embrace 
those two who shall have received the greatest 
number of votes. 

** 10th, The first act of the Provisional Junta 
shall be the drawing up of a manifesto of its in- 
stallation, and the motives of its assemblage, to- 
gether with whatever explanations it may deem 
convenient and proper for the information of the 

country, with respect to the public interests, and 

1 
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the mode to be adopted in the election of depiu 
ties for the Cortes, of which more shall be said 
hereafter. 

" 11th, The Provisional Junta of Govern- 
ment, after the election of its president, shall 
name a regency composed of three persons selects 
ed from its own body, or from without it, in whom 
shall be vested the executive power, and who shall 
govern in the name and on behalf of the monarch 
till the vacant throne be filled. 

^^ 12th, The Provisional Junta, as soon as it 
is installed, shall govern ad interim according to 
the easting laws, so far as they may not be con- 
trary to the ^ Plan of Iguala,^ and until the Cortes 
shall have framed the constitution of the state. 

** 13th, The regency, immediately on its nomi- 
nation, shall proceed to the convocation of the 
Cortes in the manner which shall be prescribed 
by the Provisional Junta of Government, con- 
formably to the spirit of Article No. 7? ^^ the 
aforesaid ^ Plan.^ 

" 14th, The executive power is vested in the 
regency, and the legislative in the cortes ; but as 
some time must elapse before the latter can as^ 
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semble, and in order that the executive and legis- 
lative powera should not remain in the hands of 
one body, the junta shall be empowered to legis- 
late i in the first place, where cases occur which 
are too pressing to wait till the assemUage of the 
Cortes, and then the Junta shall proceed in con- 
cert with the Regency ; and, in the second place, 
to assist the Regency in its determinations in the 
character of an auxiliary and consultative body. 

^^ 15th, Every individual, who is domiciled 
amongst any community, shall, on an alteration 
taking place in the system of government, or on 
the country passing under the dominion of an- 
other prince, be at full liberty to remove himself, 
together with his effects, to whatever coimtry he 
chooses, without any person having the right to 
deprive him of such liberty, unless he have con- 
tracted some obligation with the community to 
which he had belonged, by the commission of a 
crime, or by any other of those modes which pub- 
licists have laid down ; this applies to the Euro- 
peans residing in New Spain, and to the Ameri- 
cans residing in the Peninsula. Consequently, 
it will be at their option to remain^ adopting ci- 
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ther country, or to demand th&r passports, (^^hich 
cannot be denied them,) for permission to leave 
the kingdom at such time as may be appointed 
before-hand, carrying irith them their families 
and property ; but paying on the latter the regu- 
lar export duties now in force, or which may here- 
after be established by the competent authority. 

^* 16th, The option granted in the foregoing 
article shall not extend to persons in public situ- 
ations, whether civil or military, known to be dis- 
affected to Mexican independence ; such persons 
shall necessarily quit the empire within the time 
which shall be allotted by the regency, taking 
with them their effects, after having paid the du- 
ties, as stated in the preceding article. 

" 17th, The occupation of the capital by the 
Peninsular troops being an obstacle to the execu- 
tion of this treaty, it is indispensable to have it 
removed. But as the Commander-in-chief of the 
imperial army,ftdly participating in the sentiments 
of the Mexican nation, does iiot wish to attain 
this object by force, for which, however, he has 
more than ample means at his command, notwith- 
standing the known valour and constancy of the 
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Peninsular troops, who are not in a situation to 
maintain themselves against the system adopted 
by the nation at large, Don Juan O^Donaju 
agrees to exercise his authority for the evacuation 
of the capital by the said troops without loss of 
blood, and upon the terms of an honourable capi- 
tulation. 

" Agustin de Iturbide, 
" juak o'dokaju. 
" (A true copy.) 

^^ Jose Dominguez. 
" Dated in the Town of Cordova^ 
" 24ah August 1821 r 

The accession of such a man to his party was 
of incalculable importance to Iturbid^. It destroy- 
ed the hopes of those, who, up to this moment, 
had looked for the re-establishment of the ancient 
order of things ; it completely justified the con- 
duct of tho Spanish residents, who had in a simi- 
lar manner yielded to the popular tide ; and it 
was very naturally hailed, from the one end of 
the country to the other, as a confirmation of 
the justness and solidity of the Independent cause,' 
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when jeven a Spaniard in authority agreed to co- 
operate with them so heartily. 

The capital was soon persuaded to surrender 
at O^Donaju^s desire ; Iturbid^ entered it on the 
S)7th of September, and immediately installed the 
Governor alluded to in the Plan of Iguala. 

At this moment, p^Donaju unfortunately caught 
the yellow-fever and died, to the great sorrow of all 
parties. But it is difficult to say, whether or not 
his death was detrimental to Iturbid^s views. 
O^Donaju had ahready done all that was possible 
to establish the immediate objects of that chief, 
particularly in preventing disunion ; and it may be 
questioned whether he would have co-operated 
with him so fully when these objects came to take 
a more personal and ambitious direction, and 
when the interests of the Spanish crown were less 
considered. 

From that period, up to the end of March 1822, 
Jturbid^s plans were steadily carried forward; 
the deputies to Congress gradually drew together 
&om the different provinces, and he had time to 
collect in his favour the suffi*ages of the remotest 
towns. The Trigaranti colours were worn by all 
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dasses ; and by a thousand other ingenious ma- 
noeuvres, the people were gradually taught to as« 
sociate their present freedom with Iturbide^s cele- 
brated Flan of Iguala, and thence, by an easy 
transition, to look to him, individually, for their 
future prosperity. 

The Mexican Cortes, or Sovereign Constituent 
Congress, finally met on the 24th of February 
1 822, and one of their first, if not their very first 
act, was an edict, permitting all who chose it to 
leave the country, and allowing the export of spe- 
cie at a duty of only three and a half per c^t. 
This good faith, for it had been long before pro- 
mised by IturUd^, gave great confidence to the 
mercantile capitalists, and probably decided many 
to remain in the country, who, had they been less 
at liber^ to go, would have felt less desirous of 
remaining. 

A rumour was also circulated at this time, 
that the Inquisition, which had been abolished^ 
by the Constitution before Ferdinand^'s release 
from France, might probably be rcrestablished, 
^ — a prospect which was no less grateful to the 
hopes of the clergy, than a free export of specie 



REVOLUTION. 257 

was to the merchants : and, as Iturbid^ himself, 
at this juncture, condescended to advocate the 
cause of the army, by writing appeals, with his 
name at full length, in the public prints, in fa- 
vour of the merits and claims of his fellow-sol- 
diers, he dexterously contrived to bring all par- 
lies into the best possible humour with himself 
personally. 

On the 18th of May 1822, he presented to the 
Congress two Madrid Gazettes of the 13th and 
lith of February, by which it appeared that .the 
Cortes of Spain had declared the treaty of Cordo* 
va, entered into by the Viceroy, CDonaju, to be 
** illegal, null, and void, as respects the Spanish 
government and its subjects.'** 

This document is no less characteristic of the 
"Spaniards, than the foregoing treaty is of the 
Mexicans ; and, as it is not long, a translation is 
liere inserted. 
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" Decree of the Cortes at Madrid. 

^^ In die Session of 13th February, the Extraor- 
dinary Cortes at Madrid approved of the fol- 
lowing Articles. 

^^ Ist. The Cortes declare, that what is styled 
the Treaty of Cordova between General O'Donigu 
and the chief of the mal-contents of New Spain, 
Don Augustin de Iturbid^, as well as any other 
act or stipulation involving the recognition of 
Mexican independence by the aforesaid general, 
are illegal, null, and void, as reqpects the Spanish 
government and its subjects. 

^^ 2d. That the Spanish government, by an 
official communication to all such powers as are 
in amicable relations with it, shall declare that the 
Spanish nation will at all times consider as a vio^ 
lation of existing treaties, the partial or absolute 
recognition of the independence of the Spanish 
American colonies, seeing that the discussions 
pending between some of them and the mother 
country are not yet concluded; and that the 
Spanish government in the fiillest manner shaU 
testify to foreign powers, that hitherto Spain has 
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not renounced any one of the rights yhich she 
possesses over the aforesaid colonies. 

** 3d. That government be charged to preserve 
by all possible means, and reinforce with all qpeed, 
those points in the American provinces which stil^ 
remain united with the mother country, obedien); 
to her authority, and opposed to the mal-contents; 
proposing to the Cortes such resources as it may 
require, and which it has not at its own dis- 
posal.** 

This was, undoubtedly, what Iturbide, know, 
ing the temper of the court of Madrid, had ex- 
pected; and the Congress, together with the iur 
habitants of Mexico, and the troops, immediatcr 
ly .decided, ^^ That, by the foregoing declaratioi^ 
of Spain, the Mexican nation was firee^ from th^ 
obligations of that treaty, as far as Spain was 
concerned ; and that, as, by the third article oi 
the treaty, the Constitutional Congress were left 
at liberty, in such eve^t, to name an Emperor^ 
they thought fit, in consequence, not only in pur- 
suance of their own opinion, but in accordance 
with the voice of the people, to elect Don Aur 
gustin de Iturbide the First, Constitutional Eipr 
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"peror o^ Mexico, on the basis proclaimed in ih6 
Flan of Iguala, which had ahready been received 
throughout the empire.**^ 

c The Congress of Mexico issued a manifesto 
on the elevation of Iturbid^ to the throne. Most 
of it consists of mere words and declamation ; 
but there is one paragraph evidently written from 
^eal feeling — at least, it exactly defines Iturbid^s 
character, such as it was generally represented 
in Mexico, while I was in that country. Th^ 
passage I allude to is as follows : 
- " His love of liberty, his disinterestedness, his 
dexterity, and political skill in uniting conflicting 
interests, his capability in affairs of state, were 
■so many attractions to call forth your admiratioh, 
tod to excite the interest and affection which 
you have professed for his person from the tim^ 
he commenced his glorious career."" 

The Emperor and the Congress did not long 
agree. Conspiracies were formed amongst the 
members ; arrests and trials took place, and vio- 
lent resolutions were passed ; public business was 
ratirely neglected, and the Congress gave them, 
iselves up to personal squabbles and recriminations 
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against the Emperor, At length, on the 30th of 
October 1822, Iturbide dissolved the assembly by^ 
force, and formed a new assembly, called the In- 
stituent Junta, consisting of forty-five members of 
the Congress. An insurrection shortly afterwards^ 
broke out, under an ofiicer of the name of Santa- 
na, a strenuous republican ; and a document^ 
known by the name of the " Act of Ca^i^ Mata,'' 
was published on the Ist of February 1823 by 
the chiefs c^ th^t insurrection. By this act, it. 
was decided that the Congress should be reasr 
sembled, notwithstanding their dissolution by the 
Bmperor ; but the chiefs took upon them to pro*, 
scribe certain deputies, and directed the provin- 
ces to elect members more suitable to their views. 
Iturbide, feeling himself unequal to resist the 
tide of republicani&un which was setting gainst; 
^im, and not choosing to hold his authority ui)^ 
der tlieae chiefs, reassembled the Congress, abdi^: 
cated the throne, and requested permission tp re*-, 
tire from the country. His presence, as he states 
in his pamphlet, might have proved pr^gudi- 
cial to the country, by exciting the people to civil 
war. 
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^^ There will not be wanting persons,^ says he^ 
*^ who will charge me with a want of foresight, 
and with weakness in reinstating a Congress, of 
whose defects I was aware, and the members of 
which will always continue to be my determined 
enemies. My reason for so acting was this, that 
I should leave in eidstence some acknowledged 
authority, because the convocation of another 
Congress would have required time, and circum- 
stances did not admit of any delay. Had I taken 
any other course, anatchy would mevitably have 
ensued upon the different parties showing them- 
selves, and the result would have been the disso- 
lution of the state. It was my wish to make thia 
last sacrifice for n^y country.'' ♦ 

Iturbide was accordingly banished to Italy, 
and came subsequently to England. He has 
hitely (June li324) sailed for Mexico, haying 
been urgently solicited to do so by his country-^ 
men, " who," to use his own words, " consider 
his presence as necessary to the establishment of 
unanimity there, and to the establishment of Go-* 



4 » 



* Iturbide 8 Statement^ p. 88. 
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venmient.'" * The result will show how fer Itur- 
hid^s decision is a wise one : that it is a patriotic 
and disinterested dQciBio% I have not the smallest 
doubt ; and there does not appear the least reason 
£br apprehending that hia viewa have any othev 
direction than the service of Mexico, and resist- 
ance of the Spaniards, or any other nation which 
may sedc to reconquer that country. 
. It has sometimea been thought by strangers^ 
that many of the South Americans w^^ in. 
different to the independence of their c<mntry^ 
and that a great Eurc^ean force, by encouraging 
and protecting the expression of contrary opi- 
nifms, might, ere long, succeed in re-establishing 
die ancient authority. This, I am thoroughly 
convinced, is a mistake, and he. who should rea> 
mm by anah^ firom the fate of Spain to thai 
of South America, if exposed to the same triid, 
would confound two things essentially dissimilar t 
if he were to suppose that the cry of *^ Viva la 
Independencia^ in the one, and ^^ Viva la Con^ 
stitucion^ in the other> were indicative of an 

1 • Preface to I turbideV Statement^ p. 15. 
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equal degree of sincerity and of right apprehen-^ 
^on of the subject^ he would be essentially in 
error ; for there is this important distinction : the 
greater number of those who called out for the 
constitution knew very imperfectly what they were 
asking for ; whereas, every individual in the new 
atates, however ignorant of the true nature and 
extent of civil liberty, or however indifPer^it about 
pther political matters, is strongly possessed of 
the same dear, consistent, and steady eonceptionr 
^ what independence means ; and well knows its 
important practical consequences. If is because 
these sentiments are universal, and receive every 
hour more and more strength and confirmation, 
that I venture to speak so decidedly of the utter 
impossibility of again reducing to political and 
nigral thraldom so vast a population; every 
member of which is at length iuUy aiirakened ta 
a sense of his own interest and honour* / 

In all companies, the conversation turned on 
political topics ; and it was very curious to ob. 
serve, amidst much prejudice and error in reason* 
ipg, and much exaggeration and misstatement of 
facts, how justly every one felt on the occasion^ 
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and with what delight they exercised the neW pri« 
irilege of speaking out ; a privilege, it may be re^^ 
marked, which is at once cause and effect : sincQ 
we knoW, that, in former times, when no freedom 
of speech was permitted, the faculty of thinking 
to any purpose was equally repressed; a truth 
which, though a mere common-place, it is not, on 
that account, the less interesting to see confirmed 
in practice. At" this time every one npt only 
took a pride in saying what his opinions were, but 
seized every opportunity that occurred, or could 
be de^dsed, to manifest his political sincerity. 
The borders of the ladies^ shawls were wrought 
into patriotic mottos ; the tops of the newspapers 
and play-bills bore similar inscriptions ; patriotic 
words were set to all the old national airs ; and I 
saw a child one day munching a piece of gilt gin- 
gerbread, stamped with the word Independencia ! 
' I am aware that all this bustle can prove but 
little ; and that nothing is more prostituted 
than this sort of verbal enthusiasm, which evapo* 
rates at the first show of opposition ; and cer^ 
tainly, taken singly, it would be of smaU moment 
in a political point of view, however amusing 
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to witness on a great scale i hut it is na bad 
accompanunent to su^cessM action, and hd^ff 
to keep alive the new-born spirit of indepe9d^ice9. 
when other and more important causes are ready 
tfi give practical effect to the sentimait. 

Patriotic exertions are always thought more 
highly of when viewed from a distance, than when 
examined closely. But, even in the eyes of those 
who are present, the interest which a show 4if pa« 
triotisra excites is oh&k at first of a very lively 
character. This dazaling effect, however, speeds 
ily goes ofi^: the real characters and motives of 
the actors become so well known to us,^ that the 
fictitious represaitation of pure disinterested pub- 
lie spirit no longer pleases ; and at last we see 
nothing in this revolutionary drama that is acted 
to the Hfe, but the cruelty and the sorrow* 

In the case of the Mexican Hevolutipa, Itut; 
bide endeavoured to conciliate, all parties, and 
tried, by various mea^s, to unite the interests of 
ih^ old Spaniards with those of the natives : but 
the result of the experiment shows how vain all 
such attempts are. It was, in fact, entirely con* 
ti'ary to the habits of the Spaniards, to form a 
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soBd friendship with the people over whom they 
had so long held absolute dominion : it was equal- 
ly contrary to the feelings of the Americans to 
repose confidence in those who had never trusted 
them. It is due, however, to Iturbid^, to say, 
that by this idea of uniting the two heartily togen 
ther, the blow which was sure to fall eventually 
on the heads of the Spaniards was deferred ; and 
more, time was given for them to wind up thdc 
affairs, and^ render their fate as little severe as 
possible. If thii^ was really the object^ the device 
which Iturbid^ &11 upon was ingenious^ and 
statesmanlike.* 

But the poor Spaniards had a very difficult 
task to perform, and, upon the whole, they did 
not execute it wiell. For they could not bring 
themselves to make a sincere effort to deserve the 
good-will of the Americans, but viewed, with mor-^ 

• Noit to the Third Edition.Since the Second Edition 
of this Work was printed^ I have had the satisfaction of 
conversing with Iturbide himself in London^ and have 
been gratified by learning that^ as far as his motives and 
conduct are concerned^ he is perfectly satisfied with the 
accuracy of my statements. ; 
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tification and envy, the growing prosperity of the 
country, no longer exclusively theirs. They felt 
the foundation of their own fortunes gradually 
slipping from them ; and having been haUtuated 
to the enjoyment of exclusive privileges, qould 
not reconcile themselves to share their fortunes 
and long established rights, with their former de- 
pendents. Being conscious that these feelings 
rendered them unworthy of confidence, they na- 
turaUy inferred, that in reality they were not: 
trusted. In this frame of mind, they lived in 
constant dread of popular vengeance, and often 
gave way to terrors from causes insignificant, or 
imaginary. When they met together, they never 
failed to augment one another^s fears, by repeats 
ing stories of the threats and insults they had 
met with ; and spoke of the various symptoms of 
enmity on the part of the free Am^cims, who^ 
they said, were only waiting for an opportunity to 
expel them from the country. 

The correspondence also which they maintain- 
ed with all parts of the interior contributed, in a 
remarkable degree, to heighten these feelings of 
alarm ; since it was impossible to investigate evei^ 
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4dle report which came from a distance. They were 
^Iso absurdly unguarded in the terms which they 
used in speaking of the native inhabitants of the 
country. They delighted, for instance, in con- 
versation to contrast their own " superior ilus- 
tracion*" with the " ignorancia barbara*" of the 
Mexicans ; and if any one of us, who were in dif- 
ferent parties, ventiired to insinuate, that this ig- 
norance of the natives might, perhaps, have been 
produced by the manner in which the coun- 
try had been governed ; and that, possibly, there 
might be much intellectual wealth among the in- 
habitants, though the mines, in which it was hid, 
had never been worked— they would turn fiercely 
-upon us, and maintain, that the people of whom 
we spoke were incapable of being educated. If 
we ftirther suggested that the experiment had 
never been fairly tried, they flatly denied the fact, 
and declared there was nothing in the laws which 
prevented a native from obtaining the same know- 
ledge, wealth, and power as- a Spaniard. But 
^his is not to the purpose ; for whatever the laws 
jnay have been, we know well what the actual 
^practice was ; and even where exceptions occurred. 
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the argument of the Spaniards was not strengl&r 
ened : dnce, whenever a native did rise to wealth 
or consequence, he became, £rom that instant^ 
virtually a Spamard ; and derived his riches by 
means of monopolies, at ihe ezpence of the coun^ 
try ; and as he obtained power, solely by becom^ 
ing a servant of the government^ he merely assist- 
ed in oppressmg his countrymen, without the 
lx>ssibiUty of serving them. 

Much however in fairness, is to be said in ex- 
cuse for the sinking race of Spaniards in those 
countries. They undoubtedly are far better in- 
formed men, more industrious, and more higfaljr 
bred than the natives are in general. As mei^ 
chants they are active, ento^rising, and honour- 
able in all their dealings. It is only on the na- 
tional question between them and the natives 
that they are illiberal. Towards those with whom 
they are acquainted personally, or with whom thqr 
have business to transact, they are always fair and 
Teasonable. They are much less tainted with bi- 
gotry than the natives ; they are men taken ge- 
nerally of pleasing conversation and manners^ 
and habitually obliging ; and when not pressed by 

10 
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immediate danger and difficulties, espedally so te 
strangers : for notwithstanding their habitual jeal- 
ousy, their prejudices never interfered with their 
cordial hospitality, and even generosity to all fo- 
reigners, who treat them with frankness and con* 
fidence. A Don, it is well known, is the most 
stately of mortals, to diose who treat him with 
hauteur or reserve; but to those who really con- 
fide in, and treat him, not precisely in a fiuniliar 
manner, but in what they term ^^un modo corri- 
ente,^ he bec^gmes as cordial and open as any 
man. 

The above Spanish phrase describes the man- 
ners of a miUi, who withbut departing from his 
owli natural character, is desirous of pleasing, 
and willing to take all things as he finds them, 
atid in good part ; which we term in English an 
dff-hahd manner. 

The judgment which men form of national 
questions is often irresistiUy influenced by th« 
fedings of private friendship, which they bear to 
a few of the individuab of that nation ; and al-* 
though I have said nothing of the Spaniards, 
which is not perfectly notorious to all the world ; 
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and which no liberal Spaniard that T have met 
with attempted to deny ; feel I considerable re^ 
morse for using such ungracious terms, however 
just, in speaking of a class of society, to very 
many of whom' I am indebted for much disinter- 
^sted kindness, and for whom I shall always re- 
tain the sincerest esteem and regard. 

Persons removed, as in England, to a great 
distance from the scene, are too apt to err on 
the other side; and to overlook, altogether, the 
sufferings of men who, taken individually, deserve 
no such hard fate as that which has lately heial* 
len the Spaniards. We forget that whatever the 
national injustice may have been with which the 
colonies have been administered, the existing 
Spanish members of the society in America came 
honestly by their possessions and privileges. We 
make no allowance for their personal worth and 
claims, but see without regret the property right- 
fully possessed by a whole class of deserving per- 
sons, rudely transferred to other hands ; who take 
advantage of the times, to seize on it under the 
pretence of an abstract right Sometimes too ih 
no very charitable spirit, we permit ourselves to 
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derive a kind of ungenerous satisfaction, when we 
think of the mortification and sorrow with which 
the ruined Spaniards have been thus rudely ex- 
pelled from America, — as if it were just, sudden- 
ly to visit the accumulated errors of three cen- 
turies, on the heads of the last, and perhaps the 
least offending generation. 

A personal acquaintance, as I have said, with 
a few of the suffering individuals, softens down 
these illiberal sentiments, in a wonderful degree ; 
and begets a more considerate and charitable way 
of thinking. This kindly feeling towards the 
members of the sinking party, which in no deg!ree 
blinds the judgment to the true merits of the great 
question of Independetice, is perhaps the chief 
satisfaction, though it be a very melancholy one, 
irhich results from seeing things with one's own 
eyes, and on the spot ; instead of viewing diem 
at a distance, and through a medium wilfiilly 
coloured by interest, prejudice, and passion. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

SAN BLAS. 

BKSIDENCE AT SAN BLAS, AND RETUBN ROUND CAPE 
HOR^TTO RIO DE JANEIRO. 

On the 5th of May, I left Tepic for San Bias, 
in order to be present when the treasure for Eng- 
land should be put on board the Conway. 

The officers as well as myself took leave of the 
interior without much regret ; for notwithstand- 
ing the many kind attention? which we had met 
with, it was impossible to disguise from ourselves, 
that we were all more or less objects of suspicion 
to the inhabitants, roused by circumstances into 
a high degree of political excitement. In such 
times, party-spirit is a feeling which must belong 
to every individual forming the society ; an im- 
partial stranger, therefore, who does not, and in- 
deed cannot enter fully into the enthusiasm of 
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the moment, is a sort of intruder : his indiiFer- 
ence is always mistaken for ill-will ; and because 
he does not take part with either, both look upon 
him as unworthy of confidence. At first it was 
not uninteresting to see a whole community so 
much in earnest on one topic : but this became 
rather irksome, when we could no longer main- 
tain a correspondent degree of animation on the 
subject. As soon as the novelty had gone by, we 
were looked upon as sober men in an intoxicated 
company; spies as it were upon the extravagance 
of those in whose dissipation we did not choose to 
participate. 

On the 6th of May, more than half a million 
of dollars were embarked in the Conway ; and on 
different days during the month, other large sums ; 
all destined for London. Some of the treasure 
was sent by Spanish merchants, a small quantity 
by Mexicans, but the whole intended for the pur- 
chase of British goods. 

When money is shipped, a set of bills of lad- 
ing are signed for the amount; These bills, which 
are immediately sent to England by various op- 
portunities, become negotiable in the European 
market, aiid may be transferred to other handis. 
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The treasure is insured in London, the instant 
advices arrive of its being actually shipped ; thus 
the consigneei or the holder of the bill, in Eu- 
rope, becomes certain of his money in the course 
* of time> whatever be the fiite of the ship. If she 
arrives safe, he receives the identical hard dol* 
lars ; if not, the insurers make up the loss. Thus, 
it is interesting to remark, the instant accounts 
are received that gold or silver has been placed 
on board a ship of war, at ever so great a dis- 
tance ; it, or rather its representative, the Ull g£ 
lading) acquires an exchangeable value in the 
London market. It may, and sometimes does 
happen, that part of the returns in the shape of 
goods actually reaches South America before the 
money itself has arrived in England. There is, 
perhaps, no instance in which the beneficial influ« 
ence of insurance on commerce is more obvious 
than in these shipments of treasure. 

We experienced a great difference between the 
climate of San Bias and that of Topic, especially 
at night. At both places it was disagreeably hot 
during the day, but at Tepic, which stands on an 
elevated plain, the thermometer fell 15^ or 20^ at 
n^ht, whereas at San Bias, which is close to the 
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Bea,y there was miach less variation of temperature. 
Throughout the day, it was generally, in the 
coolest part of the shade, about 90% sometimes 
for several hours, 96^. The reflection from the 
walls, and from the ground, made the air in the 
open streets often much hotter, and I have seve- 
ral times seen it above 100^. The highest tern- 
perature, however, in a shaded spot, was 96^. At 
night, the thermometer stood generally between 
80^ and 85^. Between ten and eleven o^clock in 
the morning, the sea-breeze began to set in. None 
but those who have felt the bodily and mental ex- 
haustion caused by the hot nights and sultry mom. 
ings of low latitudes, can form a just conception 
of the delicious refreshment of this wind. For 
some time before it actually reaches the spot, its 
approach is felt and joyfrdly hailed by people 
who, a few minutes before, appeared quite sub- 
dued by the heat ; but who now acquire a sudden 
animation and revival of their faculties ; a cir- 
cumstance which strangers, who have not learned 
to discover the approach of the sea-breeze, fU'e of- 
ten at a loss to account for. When it has fairly set 
in, the climate in the shade is delightful ; but in 
the sun it is scarcely ever supportable at San Bias. 
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Between three and four o'clock, the sea-breeze ge? 
neraUy dies away ; it rarely lasts till five. The 
oppression during the interval of cahn which suo 
ceeds between this period and the comipg of the, 
land-wind baffles all description. The flat-roofed 
houses, from having been all day exposed to the 
sun, resemble ovens ; and as it is many hours be- 
fore they part with their heat, the inhabitants are 
sadly baked before the land-wind comes to their 
relief. 

During the morning, the thorough draft of air, 
even when the sim is blazing fiercely in the sky, 
keeps the rooms tolerably cool; but when the 
breeze is gone, they become quite suffocating. 
The evil is heightened most seriously by clouds 
of mosquitoes ; and, what are still more torment- 
ing, of sand-flies ; an animal so diminutive, as. 
scarcely to be distinguished, till the eye is direct- 
ed to the spot they settle upon, by the pain of 
their formidable puncture. San Bias as mention-, 
ed before is built on the top of a rock, standing in 
a level swampy plain. During ordinary tides in 
the dry season, this plain is kept merely in a half 
dried, steaming state ; but at spring tides a con-, 
siderable portion of it is overflowed. The efiect. 
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of this inundation is to dislodge from the swamp 
myriads of mosquitoes, sand-flies, and other in- 
sects, which had been increasing and multiplying 
on the surface of the mud during the low tides. 
These animals, on being disturbed, fly to the first 
resting-place they can find; and the unhappy 
town of San Bias, being the only conspicuous ob- 
ject in the neighbourhood, is fairly enveloped, at 
the full and change of the moon, in a cloud of 
insects, producing a plague, the extent of which, 
if properly described, would scarcely be credited 
by the inhabitants of a cold climate. The most 
seasoned native fared in this instance no better 
than ourselves ; and we sometimes derived a per- 
verse sort of satisfaction from this companionship 
in misery ; and laughed at seeing them rolling 
about from chair to chair, panting under the heat, 
and irritated into a fever, by the severe and un-. 
intermitted attacks of their indefatigable tormen- 
tors. I cannot say which was worst, the unceas- 
ing buz, and fierce sting of the mosquito ; or the 
silent, but multiplied assaults of the sand-flies, 
which came against the face, as I heard a miser- 
able man exclaim one evening, like handfuls of 
sand. Mosquito curtains oflered no defence a- 
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gmat these invisible fi^es, so that there was ne- 
thiBg for it but to submit. It is perhaps wcnrthy 
of rem^, that those pers<nis invariably suflSsred 
most who were least tempntite in their diet ; and 
diat Ike water drinkers (that rare species) were 
especially exempted from the feveridi discipline 
of these attacks. It was perfectly out of the ques^ 
tion to try to get any sleep before the land-wind 
set in ; but this often deceived us, and at best 
sddom came befwe midnight, and then it hLew 
over the hot plain, and reached us loaded wiih 
(rffensive Vapours £roin the marsh : but this was 
nothing, as it served to disperse the sand-flies, 
and gradually acquired a degree of coolness, 
which allowed us to drop asleep towards mom* 
ing — ^wom out with heat, vexation, and impotent 
rage. 

14ith of if oj^.— Some days after I came to San 
Bias, the chief secretary of the govanment ci^ 
ed, to request that the surgeoff of the Conway 
might be allowed to visit his sidk daughter, a 
little girl of three years of age. I sent to the 
ship for the doctor, and accompanied him to the 
house, where we found the child not so ill as the 
father^s &ars had imagined. The doctor thought 
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that wkh proper caste ahe might recover; and 
being obliged to go on board himself, sent medi- 
cines on shore, which I carried to the child. I 
was in the first instance prompted by the desire 
of bemg dvil to a person who had shown great 
attention to the officers during my absence 
at Te^c ; and I was ghid also to have an op- 
portunity of seeing the interior of a New Gali- 
cian fiunify. But I soon acquired a far deep- 
er interest in the^ case, by the increasing iUness 
of our little patient, one of the prettiest and most 
engaging children I ever saw. The doctor, at 
my request, visited her as often as he could come 
on shore ; but as he was in close attendance upon 
several yellow-^fever patients, not only in the Con- 
way, but in the merchant-ships in the anchorage, 
the task of watching the child^s illness fell pinci- 
pally upon me. The poor parents would not be- 
Ueve, notwithstanding my reiterated assurances, 
diat I knew nothing of medicine : but it was too 
late to draw back at this stage of the case, since 
it was throi^h me alone that any report could be 
communicated to the medical gentleman on board. 
Yet I saw with much regret, that the whole 
family were becoming more and more dep^ident 
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upon me. They sent for me at all hours of the 
day and night, whenever there was the least' 
change ; and although they must have seen that 
I could do them no good, they still wished to be 
encouraged to hope the best. In so small a town, 
and where there was no physician within tw^ity 
miles, every eye was turned upon us, which made 
the case a still more anxious one. If the child 
recovered, indeed, we should have been certain 
of the respect and the esteem of the society : but,- 
on the other hand, if she died, as we b^an to 
fear she must, the effect of our interference was 
much to be dreaded on the minds of people habi- 
tually distrustful of strangers. There was dear- 
ly nothing for it now, however, but to go through 
with the matter; although it was too obvious 
that in spite of our care, the child was getting 
daily worse. As all the old women in the tdwn 
had given the case up as hopeless— and they 
were the only pretenders to medical knowlec^ 
in the neighbourhood-— our endeavours were 
watched with imcommon anxiety, and became 
the universal topic of conversation, even as far as 
Topic. 
Late one night, I was called out of bed by a 
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breathless messenger, who came to say the child 
was much worse; and that I must come down 
to the secretary's house immediately. I found 
the infant in its mother's arms, with its eyes closf 
ed, and the sickly hue of its skin changed to a 
pure marble whiteness : indeed, it looked more 
like a statue than a living being, and was evi* 
dently dying. The poor father, who still fondly 
rested his hopes ou my opinion, accompanied me 
to the room, and watched my looks with the most 
melancholy anxiety. On catching from the ex« 
pression of my countenance, when I beheld the 
infant, what was the nature of my thoughts, he 
took one last miserable look at his child, and rush- 
ed into the streets. I saw him no more till long 
after all was over; and I had returned to my 
house ; when I observed him at a distance, bare^ 
headed, and running, in a distracted manner, 
away from that part of the town in which his> 
house lay. Meanwhile, the mother, more true to 
her duties, sat upon the bed, and from time to 
time pressed the infant's cheeks, and tried to 
raise its eyelids, earnestly supplicating it to speak 
once more.—" Dolores !— my little Dolores, don't, 
you. know your own mother? Dolores.^" — " Dov 
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lores ! — Dolorcita !-<--no conoces^tumadrer^^ are 
words I shall never forget. I sat down by her, 
and she made me touch its cold cheek—- accus- 
tomed, poor woman, to derive consolation from 
the encouragement I had formerly ^ven to her 
hopes—I did as she desired, but the child was 
gone. 

The funeral, as is usual in Catholic countries, 
when a child under seven years of age dies, was 
a sort of merry-making ; it being considered a 
source of rejoicing that an innocent soul has been 
added to the number of angels. The effect, how- 
ever, I must say was very distressing. The re- 
spect I felt for the family, and the curiosity I had 
to see the ceremony, were barely sufficient motives 
to induce me to accompany the procession ; where 
fiddles, drums, and fifes, played merry tunes 
round the Her ; while the priests chaunted hymns 
of rejoicing at the accession which had been made 
to the host of little angels. 

The effect of our failure on the minds of the 
people was the very reverse of what we had anti^ 
cipated : for both the surgeon and my self were ever 
afterwards treated by all classes of the society 
with a more marked, respectfiil, and eyen cordial 
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attention than before : and whenever the circum-* 
stance- was spoken of, the exertions we had made, 
though unsuccessfiil, were everywhere duly fell 
and acknowledged. The poor father could set 
no limits to his gratitude ; and at last we were 
obliged to be careful, when in his presence, how 
we expressed a wish for anything; as he never 
failed, upon discovering what was wanted, to send 
at any cost, and to any distance, to fetch it for us. 
When I was coming away, some weeks after- 
wards, he insisted upon my accepting the most 
valuable curiosity he possessed, and which he bad 
cherished with care for fifteen years — a beautiful 
bird of the country, celebrated all over the pro- 
vince of New Galicia, and considered as the finest 
specimen of its kind ever seen. 

I now made a firm resolution to meddle no 
more with the practice of medicine; and had just 
declared my regret at having been induced, on 
any account, to place myself in the way of re- 
sponsilnlities, which I could not bear with a safe 
conscience ; when a man burst into my room, and 
exclaimed, that I was wanted immediately, as a 
young woman was djring, a few doors off! I said 
I was no doctor-^knew nothing of medicine — 
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and could not possibly follow him — but that I 
would send off to the ship. ^^ No, no,^ cried the 
jaaii, *^ that won'^t do—no time is to be lost— - 
the girl will die — and her blood will be on your 
head if you delay a moment C^ and he dragged 
me along with him to a house, where a girl, 
about sixteen years of age, was lying in a state of 
insensibility. I was received with infinite joy by 
the numerous matrons assembled round the bed, 
who insisted, with one Toice, on my saying what 
was to be done. Theyr told me she had accident- 
dly fallen backwards down some steps, and had 
pitched her head against a stone,^ since which she 
had lain in the state I saw. ^^ Medecm malgr^ 
moi,^ — I was forced to da something, and^ aware 
of the advantage of bleeding in such cases, I 
said the girl ought to be bled at once, and told 
them to send for the person usually employed on 
such occasions, who it appeared waa the principal 
barber. 

A long time elapsed before he made his ap- 
pearance, and when he did arrive, he showed no 
disposition to make up for his delay ; but insisted 
upon telling the company at great length, how 
much provoked he was to have been disturbed in 
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his siesta. I took the liberty of urging him re-: 
peatedly to defer the story till after he had bled 
the girl ; but as this produced no effect, I said, 
at length, that unless he began immediately, we 
must employ some one else to do it instead. This 
put him a little on his mettle, and he very pomp- 
ously called for a ribbon, a towel, a handkerchief, 
a candle, and a basin. These being brought and 
ranged before him, he drew forth his case of lan- 
cets, examined five or six with most pedantic de- 
liberation, and, after many minutes delay, select- 
ed one ; he then tied up the arm, drew it out at 
full length, and folded it up again till the fingers 
touched the shoulder; this he repeated several 
times, without seeming at all disposed to go any 
further ; upon which we insinuated to him, that if 
the girl died through his preposterous delays, he. 
should be held responsible. This roused him a 
little ; and having bared the arm, he first wet it, 
and then, in the rudest manner possible, rubbed 
it with a coarse towel ftom the wrist to the elbow, 
till the skin was much abraded. At last he touch- , 
ed the vein with his lancet, after slowly making 
the sign of the cross three times over the place. 
Owing to the violent manner in which he had 
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bound up the arm, he had stopped the artery, as 
well as the veui, and no blood flowed until he had 
loosened the bandage— then he relaxed it tdo 
much — ^in short, the operation was perhaps never 
less skilftdly p^ormed. The effect, however, was 
in the end most satisfactory, for the girl gradual- 
ly recovered as the blood flowed, till in the course 
of five minutes, she regained her senses complete- 
fy. Next day she was quite well ; and thus, in spile 
of all my endeavours, my reputation as a doctor 
was as fully established in San Bias, as if I had 
graduated at Salamanca. 

As the treasure to be shipped on board the 
Conway came at intervals of a week or ten days, 
I took advantage of these leisure moments to er^ct 
an observatory ; where my assistant Mr Foster, 
imd myself, repeated the experiments made at the 
Galapagos. The result gives the length of the 
seconds pendtdum at San Bias, 99.0977^ inches, 
and the eUipticity ^* 

The commandant at San Bias, greatly to our 
comfort and happiness, was a remarkably sensible, 
unprejudiced, and well informed old Spaniard : he 
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not only encouraged us to make these observa- 
tions, and assisted us as far as his means went, 
but even allowed us to survey the harbour and 
the town. Under his sanction, therefore, we com- 
menced our operations. It being necessary, in 
the first instance, to erect a mark in a conspicu- 
ous situation, in the meridian, on which a light 
was to be placed at night ; we fixed upon the pa- 
rapet of a fiiend^s house, on the further side of 
the market-place. No particular directions had 
been given as to the form of this mark, which was 
nailed up late on Saturday evening ; nor was it 
until after it had been exposed for some hours 
next morning, that I discovered it to be in the form 
of a crucifix. We had learned, by many circiun- 
stances, that the inhabitants of San Bias were 
above all things jealous of any interference with, 
or any disrespect for their religious customs ; and 
we had, in consequence, taken great care to avoid 
every conceivable cause of offence on such sub* 
jects. I was horror-struck, therefore, to see the 
sacred symbol built up as part of my profane ap- 
paratus, and immediately repaired to my friend 
the commandant to consult with him what was 
best to be done on this alarming occasion. ** It 
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is a great pity,^ said he, ^' and I hope it may ikot 
produce a popular commotion ; although I think 
the chances are, the people will take it rather as 
a compliment than otherwise : at all events, let it 
stand now ; and, in the meantime, come down to 
mass along with me.^ Accordingly, as the third 
bell was just then ringing, we set off for the 
church. On reaching the market-place, we ob* 
served a great crowd gaping at my cross ; but we 
walked on boldly, and I must own I was not a 
little relieved by the good humour they appeared 
to be in, and by the unusually civil manner in 
which they made way for us to pass. They were 
delighted in fact with the circumstance; and I 
heard no more of the matter, except that the in- 
habitants were much pleased with the pious regu- 
larity with which we lighted up the cross every 
night, the moment it was dark. Instead of g£^ 
fending them, indeed, it had the effect of inspir- 
ing them with hopes of our conversion ; for the 
question, as to whether or not we were Catholics, 
was more frequently put than before. They were 
never displeased with our replying in the nega- 
tive ; and always considered our regular attend* 
ance at mass, and other attentions to their cub- 
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toms, as marks of civility and good-will.— They 
hoped, they said, that, in time, we wotdd see our 
error, and yield to the true faith. 

An amusing instance occurred one day, that 
gave us a practical lesson, which we did not fail 
to turn to account, on the necessity of attending 
to the prejudices of the populace. An American 
merchant ship arrived at San Bias with a cargo 
for sale. Some difficulties at the custom-house 
prevented her unloading for a few days : in the 
meatiwhile, a few small articles found their way 
on shore, and, amongst others, several pairs of 
shoes which were exposed in the market. These 
shoes, like many other kinds of American goods, 
bore the stamp of an eagle on the sole. As the 
Mexicans, about a month before, had established 
themselves into an independent Imperial state, 
of which the Eagle was the emblem ; the gan 
Blasanians sapiently conceived, that the North 
Americans, in placing an eagle on the sole of thdlr 
shoes, meant to imply their contempt of the coun- 
try, h^ tramj^ng its national insignia under foot ! 
A vast commoti<m was raised in the course of a 
few minutes, — all business was put a stop to,— 
the shops and houses were shut up, and a riot 
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ensued, such as we had not witnessed before, and 
had never expected to see amongst a race in ge- 
neral so tranquil. 

The lUustrious Ayuntamiento were speedUy 
assembled, and after much grave discussion, a 
despatch was written to the commandant on this 
important subject. However ridiculous he must, 
of course, have considered the whole affair, he 
could not appease the ferment, without directing 
a commission to examine the American ship, and 
to inquire into and report upon the matter. The 
commissioners, accordingly, went on board in 
great state. When they commenced their sur- 
vey, they were thunderstruck with the multitude 
of eagles that everywhere met their eyes : on 
the guns— on the sails— on the sailors' jackets— 
on everything, in short, was stamped an eagle ; 
and they returned to the shore half distracted 
with the sight of the imperial bird. The popu- 
lace were eventually pacified, and order gradual- 
ly restored ; but the original impression left by the 
shoes was never totally removed, and the-^ew of 
the ship were ever afterwards viewed with jealousy 
and distrust. 

This is national or political bigotry ; but it is 
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of the same family as religious or rather super- 
stitious bigotry, which is carried to a greater ex- 
.tent in that part of the world than I have seen 
anywhere else. I became well acquainted with 
a priest at San Bias, a rational man on some 
points, but who often entertained me with re- 
lations of the numerous miracles which he himself 
had actually witnessed, and, therefore, as he re- 
peatedly told me, he, of course, most sincerely be- 
Ueved. He was a man of great influence amongst 
the inhabitants of the town, who gave implicit 
credit to every one of these stories ; and it was 
really a melancholy sight to see the old man lead- 
ing his whole congregation along with him in the 
wildest absurdities, to most of which he bore per- 
sonal testimony from the pulpit He was a deep 
speculator also in the mines, and being very ere- 
dulous on every subject, was easily led astray, and 
pillaged by profligate agents, who wrought upon 
his mind by absurd prognostics of approaching 
riches. He had long wearie^d out the patience of 
all his friends, by his prosing, and I observed, that 
he no sooner commenced the subject, by the 
slightest allusion to a mine, than his audience imh 
mediately moved off: he was, therefore, enchanted 
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to have a new and ready listener. He showed me 
the plans and sections of his mines, and the let* 
ters of his agents, by which, though unacquunted 
with the subject, I saw at a single glance that he 
was their dupe : but it would have been an ungra* 
dous, and I suspect, a vain attempt, to have tried 
to make him sensible of this. He possessed con- 
siderable knowledge of the habits of the lower 
classjes, and, as I found much pleasure in his con* 
Tersation on this account, I was frequently in his 
house. The intimacy which sprung up between 
us, I have no doubt, contributed essentially to 
the quiet which we enjoyed at San Bias : and I 
encouraged it more than I might otherwise have 
done, from a conviction, that if we had got into 
any scrape, no one could have extricated us so 
well as this good father. There was something, 
also, very primitive in his credulity; a sort of 
childish and amiable simplicity, which rendered it 
impossible to listen without compassion to his wild 
stories of the miracles he had actually seen per-* 
formed before his eyes, chiefly by Nuestra Senora 
de Talpa, his favourite saint He was but too 
fair a subject for the mining charlatans, who 
abound in all those countries, and I greatly fear 
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my reverend firiend was on the high road to total 
ruin. 

I have spoken of the heat of San Bias ; but the 
period I described was considered the fine sea- 
son, which ksts from December to May inclusive. 
During that interval the sky is always dear ; no 
rain falls ; land and sea-breezes prevail ; and, as 
there is then no sickness, the town is crowded 
with inhabitants. From June to November, a. 
very different order of things takes place. The 
heat is greatly increased ; the sky becomes over- 
cast ; the sea and land-breezes no longer blow ; 
but in their stead, hard storms sweep along the 
coast, and excessive rains deluge the country ; 
with occasional violent squalls of wind, accompa- 
nied by thunder and lightning. During this pe- 
riod, San Bias is rendered uninhabitable, in con- 
sequence of the sickness, and of the violence of 
the rain; which not only drenches the whole 
town, but, by flooding the surrounding country, 
renders the rock, on which the town is built, lite- 
rally an island. The whole rainy season indeed 
is sickly, but more especially so towards the end, 
when the rains become less violent and less fre- 
quent ; while the intense heat acts with mischiev- 
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ous effect <m the saturated soU, and raises an at- 
mosphere of malaria, such as the most seasoned 
native cannot breathe with impunity. 

This being invanaUy the state of the climate, 
nearly all the inhabitants abandon the town 98 
soon as the rainy season approaches. As we had 
often heard this migration described, we waited, 
with some curiosity, for the arrival of the ap- 
pointed time : and, accordingly, towards the end 
of May, had the satisfaction of seeing the great 
flight commence. I shall nev^ forget the singu- 
lar nature of the scene which was presented to us. 
All the world began to move nearly at the same 
time ; the rich and the poor streamed off indis- 
criminatdy together. The high road to Tepic 
was covered with horses, loaded mules, and foot 
passengers, winding along the plain on their way 
to the interior. On passing through the streets, 
we saw people everywhere fastening up their win- 
dows, locking their doprs, and marching off with 
the keys ; leaving the greater part of their pro- 
perty behind them, unguarded by anything but 
the pestilence of the climate. The better classes 
rode away on horseback, leaving their baggage to 
follow on mules : but the finances of the greater 



MIGRATION. 297 

part of the inhabitants did not admit of this ; and 
we saw many interesting family groups, where the 
very aged and the very young people were hud- 
dled on mules, already loaded with goods and 
with furniture ; while the men and the women, 
and the stouter children, walked by their sides — 
a scene from which a painter might have collect* 
ed innumerable subjects of interest. 

A city without people is at any time a strange 
and anomalous circumstance ; but it seemed pe- 
culiarly so to us, by our friends leaving us day 
by day ; till, at length, we found ourselves com- 
paratively alone in the deserted town. The go- 
vemor and his family, and one or two other offi- 
cers of government, with a few shopkeepers, re^ 
mained till our departure ; but with these excep- 
tions, the inhabitants had nearly all gone before 
we sailed. There are, it is true, always a few 
people, who, for high pay, agree to watch valu- 
able property ; and some families so miserably 
destitute, that they absolutely have not the means 
of removing. The population of the town, in the 
fine season, is about three thousand, but the num- 
ber which remains to brave the climate seldom 
exceeds a hundred and fifty 
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31^^ of May. ^'The last family of my acquaint- 
ance, except that of the governor, and almost the 
last of the town, went off on this day. I have 
seldom before taken leave of my friends abroad, 
without having some hopes of seeing them again ; 
but the chances of my ever returning to so remote 
and unfrequented a spot as San Bias, or of ever 
meeting or hearing of these friends again, were 
so smallj that I felt, on losing sight of them this 
morning, as if they had actually sunk into the 
grave. The family consisted of a gentleman, his 
wife, and his wife^s sister, with two elderly female 
relations. The sister was a very pretty young 
woman of fifteen, an age in those countries cor- 
responding to seventeen or upwards in England. 
She was very dark, and strongly characterised by 
the Mexican features: elegant in her manners; 
simple and unaffected in her behaviour: and 
though much beyond all the people about her, 
both in knowledge and in judgment ; no one seem- 
ed to have been aware of it, till the attention of 
the strangers attracted the notice of everybody to 
her merits. Truth however bids me add, that 
this young lady could neither read nor write; 
and had probably never heard a book read out of 
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church : but there was nothing uncommon in this. 
The mistress of the house was a lively, conversi- 
ble, handsome person ; very hospitable and kind, 
especially to the strangers ; and she often made 
up little parties in the evening, where the company 
sat in the street before her door till a late hour ; 
smoking, chatting, and flapping aw^y the mosqui* 
toes, and watching, anxiously, for the first puff 
of the land-wind. The master of the bouse, who 
was in offide, had it sometvnes in his power to be 
useful to us. In this way I became intimate with 
the family, and although there be very little to 
describe about them, I insensibly felt interested 
in the whole party, and saw them go away this 
morning with considerable regret. 

The ladies were in their riding dresses, which 
consisted of a yellow-coloured beaver hat, with a 
hnm so broad as to serve the purpose of an um- 
brella; but with a disproportionable low crown, two 
inches and a half high ; tied round with a richly 
wrought ribband, between which and the hat was 
stuck a tri-coloured cockade, the emblem of the 
guarantees mentioned in the account of the Re- 
volution. The hat served to confine a handker- 
chief, doubled comer-wise, and placed previously 
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over the head ; in such a way, that the two cor- 
ners, which were laid together, hung half way 
down the back, while the other comers fell one on 
each shoulder. The handkerchief was of white 
muslin, with a scarlet border, four inches broad. 
Over the shoulders was thrown the Mangas, or 
cloak, which has a hole in the middle to receive 
the head. That which was worn by the youngest 
of the ladies was of a deep purple cloth, orna- 
mented round the neck with tasteful gold em- 
broidery, eight or ten inches wide. Below the 
Mangas there peeped out a cotton gown of Eng- 
lish manufacture, and a pair of untanned yellow 
boots, made on the spot. On the table lay two 
pair of French gloves, but the ladies not being 
used to wear such things, soon tore both of them 
to pieces, in vain attempts to get them on ; upon 
which they called out to the gentlemen to assist 
them in winding handkerchiefs round their hands, 
to defend them, as they said, from the chaffing of 
the hard hide bridles. 

It is the frigid custom all over South America, 
for the ladies, however well acquainted, not to 
shake hands with gentlemen. As, however, I 
had been unusually intimate with this family, I 
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was rather curious to see whether an exception 
might not for once be made ; and stood in wait- 
ings hy the side of the door, to see them off. 
First the master of the house mounted his horse ; 
then his wife's mother ; next a venerable aunt ; 
the most courteous and formal Adioses were in- 
terchanged between us. The lady herself now 
stepped out, and to my surprise held out both her 
hands, and took her leave with a canno, as they 
call it, far beyond my expectation. The little girl 
was last, and having such an example before her, 
took upon her to forget the formalities of her 
country, and with a firank sincerity, came up anj 
offered me her hand. 

let ofJtme 1822. — This day broke with an im- 
wonted gloom overshadowing everything : a dense 
black haze rested like a high wall round the hori- 
zon : while the upper sky, so long without a single 
speck, was stained all over with patches of shape- 
less clouds flying in different directions. As the 
sun rose he was attended by vapours and clouds, 
which concealed him from our sight. The sea- 
wind, which used to begin gently, and then gra- 
dually increase to a pleasant breeze, came on sud- 
denly, and with great violence ; so that the waves 
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curled and broke into a white sheet of foam as fiur 
as the eye could reach. The sea looked bleak 
and stormy under the portentous influence of an 
immense mass of dark clouds, rising slowly in the 
western quarter, till they reached nearly to the 
zenith, where they continued suspended like a 
mantle during the whole day. The ships which 
heretofore had lain motionless on the surface of 
the bay, were now rolling and pitching with their 
cables stretched out to seaward ; while the boats 
that used to skim along from the shore to the 
vessels at anchor, were seen splashing through 
the waves under a reefed sail, or struggling hard 
with their oars to evade the surf, breaking and 
roaring along the coast. The flags that were 
wont to lie idly asleep by the sides of the mast, 
now stood stiffly out in the storm. Innumerable 
sea-birds continued during all the day, wheeling 
round the rock on which the town stood, and 
screaming as if in terror at this sudden change. 
The dust of six months^ hot weather, raised into 
high pyramids, was forced by fririous gusts of 
wind into the innermost comers of the houses^ 
Long before sunset, it seemed as if the day bad 
closed, owing to the darkness caused by the dost 
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in the air, and to the sky being overcast in every 
* part by unbroken masses of watery clouds. Pre- 
sently lightning was observed amongst the hills ; 
followed shortly afterwards by a storm exceeding 
in violence anything I ever met with. During 
eight hours, deluges of rain never ceased pouring 
down for a moment : the steep streets of the town 
soon became the channels of continued streams of 
such magnitude, as to sweep away large stones ; 
rendering it everywhere dangerous, and in some 
places quite impossible to pass. The rain found 
its way through the roofs, and drenched every 
part of the houses ;. the deep rumbling noise of 
the torrents in the streets never ceased ; the deaf- 
ening loudness of the thimder, which seemed to 
cling round the rock, became distracting ; while 
the continued flashes of the forked lightning, 
which played in the most brilliant manner from 
the zenith to the horizon on all sides, were at once 
beautiful and terrific. I never witnessed such a 
^ht. 

As the next day broke, the rain ceased; and 
during all the morning there was a dead calm : 
the air was so sultry that it was painM to breathe 
it ; and though the sky remained overcast, the 
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sun had power to raise up clouds of steam, which 
covered the whole plain as far as the base of the 
mountains. 

No very violent rain fell after this furious burst, 
till the evening of the 4th of June, when the pe- 
riodical wet season set in. During the mornings 
it was generally clear and fair ; but about half 
past three or four oVlock, the sky became rapidly 
overcast, and at five the rain began : though it 
was seldom before eight that it fell in the torrents 
I have described, or that the thunder and light- 
ning commenced with great violence. 

Afler such a warning as we had received on the 
first of the month, we were glad to imitate the ex- 
ample of the inhabitants, and take our departure 
as soon as possible. Accordingly, on the 15th of 
June, all our business being concluded, we sailed 
from San Bias ; and after a voyage round Cape 
Horn, of nearly eight thousand miles, anchored 
in Rio Janeiro on the 12th of September 1822 ; 
having been at sea twelve weeks and five days 
without seeing land. 
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So little has been published respecting the navi«c 
gatioii of South America^ and especially of that part 
which lies beyond Cape Hom^ that ships first going 
to that station are often at a loss to discover^ which 
is the best mode of making the different passftges 
from place to place. 

Having experienced this difficulty myself on 
many occasions^ and having lost much time in gues* 
sing my way in the dark, I endeavoured to collect 
as much information on the subject as possible^ with 
the view to the formation of some general sailing di*: 
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rections for the whole of those coasts. But^ upon 
revising the materials in my possession^ I find they 
are very far from being sufficiently copious and ex- 
act for such a purpose. My time and attention^ in- 
deed^ were so much occupied by matters in no re- 
spect &vourable to such inquiries^ that I was often 
under the mortifying necessity of letting occasions 
pass^ where^ if I could have devoted sufficient lei- 
sure to the subject^ much useful information might 
have been collected. I do itot think it right, how- 
ever^ on this account, to abandon altogether the in- 
tention I had first formed. Our opportunities^ in fact> 
were so very extensive^ that I think a simple de- 
scription of each passage^ together with such colla- 
teral remarks as circumstances suggested^ cannot be 
otherwise than useful to future navigators similarly 
dreumstonoed with ourselves. And there can be 
no doubt^ likai, if every one, who has equal means^ 
i¥ill> in like manner^ record and bring forward 
merely his own information^ we shall soon possess 
all the knowledge we can desire upon the subject. 

Officers are too apt to undervalue the nautidd 
knowledge which th^ acquire in the ordinary course 
of service; and to forget^ that every piece of correct 
infermation which Uiey obtain, especially on distant 
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stfidoiiSi 19 easont^ally valuaUe. Jf it Jpe new> it i§ 
a^ dear gain to the 9tock ^ea^y: aocumplated^J^ 
neily it is still useftil as a corrdbovation : i^i^^vthlit 
oo#ts very little trouble^ for a few practical pb^jsr- 
vatioudj made during^ or at the end of a voyage^ 
give inunenee additional yal|^ , to the dry details of 
a log-book. 

I have arranged the accounts of the different pas« 
sages in the order in which they occurred, wd have 
confined, myself strictly to the nautical details. 

A list of the latitud$»9 aiid Ipngitudes of the dif- 
ferent places visited by the Conway is given at die 
end of these notices. It has b^en extracted from a 
Hydrographical Memoir drawn up by t^ Hj^nry 
Foster, nuister's mate of the Conwayi and transmitted 
by me to the Admiralty. That memoir contains mi- 
nute directions for every port which we entered, to- 
gether with a detailed Account of all the Nautical^ 
Hydrpgriiphical> and Astronomical Observation^^ 
dmring the Voyages which we made along the vast 
range of coast washed by the Pacific. It would 
have given me much satis&ction to have printed 
this work of Mr Foster's, had its nature not been 
exclusively professional. But I take this public op* 
portunity of bearing the strongest testimony to the 
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of tlw ninr Tonr efteer, to irliooe 



cd with nwrticil icic nce, I ttanad cssendiDj in- 
dAted : and it is with ml Mtitfartio o, on public 
as wdl as |gi f ate grounds, that I oboore his pro- 
BioCioBi to the noilL of Licntmaiityhisadiiiianoii into 
the Rojal Sodttj, toad his appointment as Surreyor 
to the Nortli-West Expedition about to saiL 

The diart pnblidied h e r e w ith was drawn up un- 
der m J dizectionsy and from Mr Foster^s obeerva* 
tionsy by Lieutenant A. B. Bedier of the Conwaj, 
from whose practical skill in hydrography, as weD as 
other brandies of his profession, I derived much va* 
Inable assistance. 

I owe my acknowledgments also to Lieutenant 

Charles Drinkwater, then midshipman of H. M« S. 

Creole, for his assistance in our endeavours to bring 

the higher branches of nautical astronomy into prac-> 

tical use. His zeal, his talents, and his intimate 

knowledge of the subject in all its stages, rendered 

his co-operation, at stations distant from ours, of the 

highest utility. 
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BBAZIL TO BUENOS AYE£8. 9 

No. I. 

From Rio de Janeiro to Bttenoa Ayres, 
P.M. l^h of October to A. M. 23({, 1820. 

(8J Daya.) 

■ i 

This passage was made in less time than it 
usually occupies. We passed the Sugar Xea£ at the 
ehtrauoe of Rio about four o'clock in die afteroow 
of Saturdqr the Utb of October 18S0, and w^e off 
Maldanado^ at the entrance of the river Platte at the 
same hour on that day wedc, vis. the filst^aod an? 
chored off Buenos Ajrres at four in die morning of 
Monday the SSd; dius completing seven days bom 
Rio to the river Plate ; and eight and a half from 
Rio to Buenos Ayres. 

The wind was moderate^ from £« S» £• as fiir as 
latitude S6° 46' south, when it drew to N. E., and 
blew fresh ; it then hauled gradually to the north- 
ward. In 83^ it fell light, and drew to the west- 
ward, south, and so round to the eastward. On 
approaching the river it came to the southward 
again ; after entering which, the wind came from 
the S. E., and afterwards N. £. and East, moderate, 
and fine weather. 

An American frigate, which sailed from Rio a 
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fortnigfat before us, met widi hard S. W. breexes, 
and arrived only two days befcnre as. 

Two years afterwards we were off the river mate, 
between the latitudes of 40^ and 30^ for thirteen 
days^ contending against northerly^ and N. N. West- 
erly winds, betweoi longitudes 40° and 50^ This 
was in the latter end of August and b^inning of 
September 182 2 ; and it may be useful to remark^ . 
tfaat^ on this occasion^ the winds invariably follow- 
ed the course of the sun, that is, from right to 
left, or what is tedmically called, in the northern; 
hemisphere, against the sun. This change occur-^ 
red three different times ; the wind drawing from 
N. E* to North, then to N. W. and West, and so to 
S. W., and again by S. £. to N. E. and Nordi. Up- 
on two occasions it shifted to S. W. from the north- 
ward, without any warning, and blew fresh. 

No. II. 

From Monte Video to Valparaiso, 
11th of NovenAer to 19th of December 1820. 

(SS Days.) 

This passage was favourable both as to the wea^ 
ther we met with, and as to the time it occupied. 
With the exception of a gale from south, on the 18th 
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of November, in latitude 46}® south, longitude 
570 west^ and another short one from west on 
the 12th of December^ after rounding the Cape^ in 
latitude 51® south, longitude 82® west, the wea- 
ther was uniformly moderate. At starting, we 
had the winds from the W. S. W., S. W., and West, 
with one spurt of twelve hours from north by west, 
in 41 }® south, as far as 45® south. It then fell calm, 
and the wind afterwards sprung up from N. N. E., 
drew to N. W., and blew hard. After which, it 
again fell calm for an hour, then a breeze sprung up 
from the southward. This, in the course of a few 
hours, freshened to a hard gale, which lasted about 
•fourteen hours. A calm succeeded, and then a 
fresh N. £. by north, and easterly wind with rain and 
squalls as far as the latitude of 50}® south, when it 
hauled to the S. Eastward, and in 51}® south it fell 
calm. This was succeeded by a strong westerly, 
and then north-westerly breeze, with fine clear wea- 
ther. This carried us to 54® south, when we got 
N. N. E. and North by West winds, which took Us 
through the Straits of Le Maire. 

We rounded Cape Horn on the 26th of November, 
fifteen days from the river, with a fresh N. N. West- 
erly breeze. This speedily shifted to the N. W., 
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and then S, W., and again to west;, and W. S. W. ; 
wa that we made little westing till we reached &iy 
south on the Ist of Decemb^. The weathar was 
always moderi^^ with drizzling rain^ and occasion- 
al fogs, and a high swell from S. W, Between the 
ad and 3d of December the wind dr«w to the north- 
ward, with a thick fo^^. Nost day it came to the 
S. W*> with deet squalls, and a thick haze. ^ This 
^irind gradually hauled to the northward of westi 
witb hail squalls. An inspection of the track will 
dhow how uniformly the winds between 60^ and 51 1° 
south gradually drew from the S. W. to westward, 
thai toN, W., and so to the ncxrthward, and always 
aqually, with hail and sleet. In 51}^ south we had a 
gale of nine hours from the west, with, squalls of 
hail. This wind, however, instead of drawing to the 
N. W. and northward^ as it had been wont to do in 
the six preceding d^ees soutfi df us, now hauled 
W. S. W.y and blew fresh, with constant squalls till 
we had run on a ncnth by west course (by compass) 
nearly to 42° south. The wind, then, after a diort 
Calm, came to the eastward, and drew round gra- 
dually to §. S.£.| where it remaiiled steady and fresh 
till we made the land to the southward of Valpa- 
raiso on die 19th of December. We had light airs 
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from the northward in the middle of the day^ whidi 
carried us into the harbour. 

The highest south latitude to whidi we reached 
Was 61 1% being' then in 75° west longitude. Thk 
was in the evening of the Ist of December 18S(K 
We had then a fresh breeze from the N. W. by west> 
with a thick drizzling haze. The barcmieter stood 
at 29^34, and tiie therm<»neter at 41°. The fiu^ 
liiest west to which we went was B^l°, in laHtude 
57° 45' sout^> on the 7ih of Decemb^r^ the wind 
very light from the westward^ barometer 28fi6. 

When the prevalence of strong N;W. winds be« 
tween 5(f and 54° south is taken hiMb consideration^ 
it will probably be advisable to go> at leasts as &r 
west as 84°j in order to make a fair wind of the 
north* westers^ when not too string, to admit of carryt^ 
ing sail. 

From the best information req>ecting the weathet 
o£P the Cape, there seems reason to believe^ that the 
hardest gales prevafl near the land, and that the 
chance of good weather, and of easterly winds, is, 
at least, as gre^t at a considerable distance off shore; 
A ship, on meeting westerly winds, therefore, ou^^ 
perhaps to stand on to the southward a& fiur as 62° or 
68°, and be iitdiffisrent about northing, till .between 
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the longitude of SO* and 85**, after which thore will 
be little difficulty in proceeding, although there 
must always be considerable discomfort in passing 
between 55® and 50^ south, where the north-westers 
prevail, with a high 'sea. 

I am at a loss what to think of the utility of the 
barometer on this passage. Off Cape Horn, on the 
26th of November, in latitude 56^^ south, it stood at 
529,55 ; on readiing 60® south, it had fidlen to 29>13 : 
the wind to the westward, and a thick fog ; but no 
bad weather followed. From the 1 st to the 2d, when 
we were in the latitude 6i° south, it ranged between 
29,50 and 29,30, with light win(k from the north-* 
westward, and drizzling rain. During the next 
day, when we were running nearly on the parallel of 
€l® south, the mercury Ml from 29,30 to 28,84^ 
with a thick fog, and a moderately fresh breeze 
from the north-west. On the wind coming from 
the south-westward, it rose slowly to 29^9^ ; the 
weather moderate, with slight hail squalls and clear 
weather. It again fell, as the wind shifted to the 
northward, N. £. and £. N. £., and stood at length 
at 28,60, which is the lowest point it reached. This 
was in the evening of the 4th, in latitude 59° south, 
and longitude nearly 80° west, the wind at £. N. £, 
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liAoderate and cloudy weather. Fresh southerly, 
south-westerly, and west-south-westerly breezes fol- 
lowed, and hard squalls, with sleet, but no gale of 
wind. It remained below 29 inches till we had 
passed the latitude of 57^ south, and afterwards rose 
very gradually, till, having reached the latitude of 
56^ south, on the I6th of December, it stood at 30 
inches. It gave no warning of the approach of the 
gale on the 11th, but fell during its continuance 
nearly to 29 inches from 29>S8, which it had stood 
at before. 

From a consideration o£ these circumstances, it is 
to be apprehended, that the barometer, which in 
middle latitudes is so useful an instrument in fore- 
telling changes of weather, may sometimes &il us in 
very high, as it almost always does in very low la-* 
titudes. On the return passage round Cape Horn, 
6n the 15th of August 1822^ during the opposite sea- 
ton, the same thing was observed, viz. a fall so low 
as 28,88, in latitude 56^"* south, which was not fol- 
lowed by any bad weather. The wind was then 
K. W. and moderate. Perhaps it is affected in high 
latitudes by fogs and rains in a greater degree than 
Tt is in middle latitudes, where I have not observed 
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that anything but winckh matetkUjE hiflueiieed its- 
movements. 

On the pifflsa^ from' the east in summer^ (De« 
cember^) the lowest temperature we observed off 
Cfqpe Hcnm was59^ On thei«tum passage, in win- 
ter, (August,) it never &11 below Wi till off the 
Falkland Islands, when it vras one day as low as $&*• 

We observed no current off the€ape greater thaa 
what m%ht be ascfH>ed to enroll in the estimalion; 
nei^r have t yet htard any weU-estaUished Acts 
respecting the currents off Ctape Horn, mc^re tfaan^ 
What must always aHend hard gdes. 

A eonsidenMe difference of opinion prevaiU 
aS to Ae fittest time of the year for making a pas- 
sage x^und Cupe Horn from the eastward. There 
seems good rbason to bdieve, thi(t^ in' winterj 
iifrhen^die sun is to the northward of' the equa* 
tOif, the chance of easterly winds is the greatest^ 
and fBtahy peisons are c^ opinion^ that the westerlji 
gales lire ttaki neither so ticdeitt nor set lasting a^ 
during llie iffionths that liie sim is to thesoifthward 
of die ^ita!tdr« Admitting these cfecumstances ta 
be ks stated, tiiere remain tw6 very serious ofayec* 
^om to the winter season ; first, the length of tbf 
nights ; and, secondly, the presence of ice islands. 
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In a tempestuous and fHgid latitude^ the absence of 
day-light always augments, in a very serious de- 
gree, the difficulties of navigation ; but when the 
formidable dang^ of kebergs k ^difid, there can 
be littU larth^ question, I think, A9 to which ^mtam 
is preferable. All aocountt seem to agree that it is 
during the winter and spring months, July, August, 
aad September, that t&e iee is most generally met 
with ; and as the masses in which it floats about are 
sometimes only a few feet above the water, and bu^ 
aa cannot poss^y be distingnidied at night, the ride 
which ships rim in winter months is very great; 
Scmietimes it is met witii in fidds, which embarrass 
ships eauseedingly ; and since the opening of the 
commerce with the dunres of the Pacific has multi* 
^ed the number of vessds navigating those seat, 
many aeeidents occur every season. It will be 
seen under die head of Notice XV*, that we met 
die iee foodi in large and small islands in August 
IS22; and sev^al ships retorned to Rio about the 
same time, after running against the ice, difimaiAing 
themselveB, imd sustaining other damage. 
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No. in. 

Frtyin Valparaiso to Lima, 
^th of January to 5th of February 1821. 

(9 Days ) 

The wind on this passage is always nearly the 
same^ viz. S. S. £. It sometimes hauls a point or 
two to the eastward^ but the passage is always cer- 
tain. The only precaution to be attended to is^ to 
run well off the land in the first instance^ say 150 
miles^ on a N« W. course^ and then steer direct for 
San Lorenzo, a high and well-defined island, form- 
ing the eastern side of Callao Bay. It is usual to 
make the land of Monro Solar^ which lies ten miles to 
the southward of Callao, and then run into the roads 
by the Boqueron Passage^ or proceed round the north 
end of San Lorenzo. By attending closely to the 
directions on Mr Foster's chart, transmitted to the 
Admiralty, any vessel may safely enter the Boque- 
ron ; but great attention must be paid to the lead 
and the bearings^ and an anchor kept ready to let go. 

It is generally calm in the mornings, and some- 
times foggy ; but^ about eleven o'clock^ it clears up^ 

4 
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and the breeze freshens from the southward, which 
enables ships to reach the anchorage generally with* 
out a tack, after rounding the north end of Loren- 
zo ; so that, upon the whole, this outer route, which 
is entirely free from danger, is preferable to the 
other, at least for a stranger* 



No. IV. 

Lima to Valparaiso, 
. 28th of February to 18th of March 1821. 

(T18 Days.) 

The return passage from Peru to Chili requires' 
some attention, and may generally be made by a 
man-of-war in less than three weeks ; it has been 
made in less than a fortnight by a frigate, which, 
however, on the next occasion, took twenty-eight 
days. ' The point which contributes most to the sue-' 
cess of this passage is keeping well off the wind af- 
ter leaving Lima, and not having any scruples about 
making westing, provided southing can also be gain- 
ed. The S. £. trade^wind, through which the great- 
er part of this course is to be made, invariably 
draws to the eastward at its southern limit; and^ 
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Aerefinre, a ship eTentuaily can always make her 
southii^. The ofc^fect, howeTer, being to get past 
the trade and into the westerly winds^ which lie to 
die southward^ a ship ought to keep the wind, at 
least a beam, while crossing the trade. In winter, 
that is, when the sun is to the northward of the 
equator, the trade-wind blows steadier, and its 
southern extreme lies four or ^ve degrees to the 
northward of its summer limit, which may be taken 
at about 30® or SI"" south. 

The sun was near the equator when this passage 
was made, and we retained the trade-wind as fiur as 
SI® south, after which we had northerly and north- 
west winds aa fiir 114 the Iskndof Mn&^cifiiera, when 
U shifted to souths imd thm t^ S. £* by S. blow*- 
ing ftresh. This changed to S. S. E* the regular 
coast^wind> as we drew in shore* During suimner, 
the land ought always to be made to the southward 
of the port* In winter^ when bard north winds are 
freqaenty this is not advisal^e. Perhaps, at such 
sea9ons> a direct course for Valparaiso may be the 
be9t» after losing the trad&^wind. 
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No. V. 

Valparaiso to Lima^ hy the " EntremedioSy^ d»* 

Intermediate Ports. 
Sfjth ofMa/g to 24^A ofJwne 1821. 

FaoM Valparaiso W6 fifteered at the distance dt 
about sixty mil^d from the Coa^t^ as ito ad lat ^%y* 
south * wheu we hauled \Xk, aud aitei^Wards coasted 
along in sight of the shol^e> at the didtanee iai se?^ 
or eight leagues^ as far as Ariea^ The winds being 
light from S. S. £. it was not till the 7th of June 
thai we anchored there^ Frofti thence we coasted 
along by Quiaca^ Morro de Sama, and Ilo, to Mol- 
fendo^ the winds being genelrally from the east- 
ward> and drawmg off sh<»e at night % calm in the 
mornings ; and hauling in from the sea in the day; 
the weather invariably fine. From Mollendo to 
Lima we had a fresh breeze off shore about S. £w 
OtL approaching the Mi»*ro Solar^ the wind fbll 
light, and we were obliged to tow the ship thnmgh 
the Boqu^xm pasdage ikito Calteo Roads. 

There is no difficulty in making a passage along 
the south coast of Peru from the eastward. But 
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from the westward a great deal of vigilance is re* 
quisite to take advantage oi every occasional shift 
of wind^ since by this means alone can a passage 
l^ made. The best authorities are; I thinks againat 
standing out to sea to the south-westward, in the 
hopes of fetching in upon the starboard tack. The 
ConsteUation^ American frigate^ tried this passage, 
but she lost a great deal of time thereby, being at 
least three weeks in going from Lima to Mollendo* 

The San Martin, bearing Lord Cochrane's flag^ 
made, the passage to Arica, which is considerably 
further, in thirteen days^ by keejung in-shore, and 
taking advantage of the changes which take place, 
with more or less regularity every evening and 
mormng. 

As the weather along the south coast of Peru is 
invariably fine, ships are not otherwise incom-* 
moded at the various anchorages^ than by a high' 
swell, which always rolls in at the full and change 
of .the moon. Arica is the only place having any 
pretensions to the name of a harbour ; but the se^ 
Vj^ral bays described in Mr Foster's Memoir may 
be considered safe, provided the ground-tackling be 
good. 
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No. VI. 

ChoriUos (near Lima) to VeUparaiso. 

10th of August to 28thy 1821. 

(18 Days.) 

This being what is called the winter passage^ 
we lost the trade- wind in latitude S5^ souths after 
which we had the winds to the S. W. as far as lon- 
gitude 88^ west^ and latitude 27^ souths when it 
shifted to the N. W. and West^ and so to the S. W. 
and Souths as far as 78^ west longitude, and lati- 
tude 33° south. We were much embarrassed by 
calms, light winds, and heavy rains, after which 
the wind came to the northward and N. N. W. with 
thick rainy weather. We made the land to the 
southward of Valparaiso on the 27th, and got in 
next day by the wind coming round to the S. W, 

At this season of the year, wh^i northerly winds 
prevail, with heavy rain, and unpleasant weather, 
it does not seem advisable to make the coast to the 
southward of the port. Neither ought a ship, I 
think, to run into Valparaiso in one of these gale6% 
since the wind frequently blows home, and is at-^ 
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tended by a high swelL Daring the winter^ the best 
ground-tackle oiight to be laid out to the northward, 
and a birth taken sufficiently far from the shore 
to allow of v«etiiig> in th# eroit of bad ti^eather 
coming on* It does not seem necessary to take more 
than barely room for this purpose, since, by lying 
near the shore, there will be always an undertow, 
whidi relieyes the 6ea«-cable of great part of the 
btfain. As Ihtt kunch will on these occasions be 
tspt to swamp at her moorii^, sh^ ought to be 
hoisted in bdbre the gale comes on, of ^hich die 
barometer, the threatening aspect of the weather, 
and ^be rising swell, generally give sufficient wanw 
ing. Previous to a '< Norther,'* also, the land of 
Coneon, and that beyond it to the northward, are 
aeen with unusual sharpness and distinctness. 

This passage in eighteen dajrs may be termed 
ihorti Formerly thirty days was usual, it after* 
wards sunk to twenty-five days, and, at the period 
of our arrival, three weeks was considered good. 
Sir Thomas Hardy, in his Majesty's ship Creole;, 
muds the passage firbm Huacho in something less 
tha^ fourteen days, the distance being more than 
two thousand two hundred miles. This was early 
ib May 1621, and it is well worth attending to. 
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tiliat the trade*wiiid was crossed with a fore«top«i 
mast studding sail set^ no regard being paid to any 
object, but getting through the trade-wind as fast 
as possible. The same ship^ however^ in February 
and March of the following year^ was twenty-eight 
days making the paSi8ge> but this is unusually long 
for a num-o£^war. 



No. VII. 

Valparaiso to Conception, Say of AraucOf and 

Island of Mocha. 
1st to 21st of October 1821. 

As the prevalent winds along this doast are firom 
the southward^ it is necessary to take advantage of 
every slant that will allow of southing being made^ 
and we were fortunate in meeting with a westerly 
wind an the third day after sailings which carried 
us more than half the distance. The wind subse* 
quently was south by west^ which made the rest of 
the passage to Conception almost a dead beat. 
We arrived at Talcuhuana^ in Conception Bay^ on 
the 8th. During the 9th^ it blew fresh from the 
northward. We afterwards beat up to the Bay of 
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Arauco^ and to the Island of Mocha^ in dS** 19^ 
souths having on this occasion been favoured with 
a south-easterly breeze^ and then a southerly one 
to stand in with. 

We endeavoured to reach Valdivia also, but the 
wind came from south by east, and blew so hard 
that we were obliged, for want <^ time, to give it 
up. On the return passage to Valparaiso, we had 
light north-westerly and west winds, then S. W. 
and so to the southward, and south by east, which 
is the most common wind. 

These particulars would seem to point out that 
a passage may always be made to the southward ; 
for the winds are seldom steady for twelve hours, 
and by taking care to profit by every change, south- 
ing must be made. 

The passage from Valparaiso to Conception is 
generally made in ten days, which is also the usual 
time required for a passage to Lima ; the distance, 
however, in the first case, is two hundred and twen- 
ty miles, and in the latter, thirteen hundred and 
twenty, a circumstance which points out very de« 
cidedly the direction of the prevalent winds. 
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No. VIII. 

Valparaiso to Lima, calling at Coquimhoy Gu- 

ascOf Copiapd, Arica^ and MoUendo. 

15th of November to 9th of December 1821. 

(24i Days.) 

The winds during these passages along-shore 
are always lights and from the southward^ hauling 
in from sea during the day^ and freshening from off 
the land in the night. 

Between MoUendo and Callao there is a pretfy 
steady breeze from E. S.E. with a drain 'of current 
along-shore ; a remark which applies to the whole 
coast from Valparaiso to Lima; 

A remarkable increase of the great S. W. swell 
is observable at the full and change of the moon 
on the coasts especially from Arica to Huacho in« 
elusive^ a circumstance which renders it difficult, 
and sometimes impossible^ to land at those places. 
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No. IX. 

Lima to PdcaamayaSf Payta^ and Gtcayaquil. 
IJth to 2Bth ofDeoemb&r laSl* 

Thb winds between Lima and Gttayaqail are 
moderate from the southward ; at night hauling to 
the south-eastward^ and in the day from S. S. W. 

When we came off the entrance of the river of 
Guayaquil^ on the 23d of Deceinbel*^ the wind met 
us from N. W. and then fell calm. We were ob« 
liged to anchor on the ebb^ and to beat up against 
the light northerly and north-westerly winds as 
far as the anchorage off the N. £. end <^ Puna* In 
the afternoon of the d4th^ we receired a pilot firom 
the town of Puna^ who imdertook to carry us up 
during the night. We accordingly weighed at 
four o'clock^ and with the flood-tide and a light 
breeze fVom west by souths ran up in the dark^ 
and anchored at four in the mmning of the d5th 
off the town of Guayaquil. The pilots of this river 
are expert^ and appear to understand their busi- 
ness well ; but it is quite indispensable that their 
wishes be promptly and exactly attended to, as the 
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passages are so narrow^ and the tide so rapid, as to 
admit of no delay. Sev^al ships have been run 
aground^ by the captain hesitating to let go the an- 
chor at the denre of the pilot. 

The passage down again was more difficulty in 
consequence of tibe prevalent winds being up the 
river. It afforded us^ however^ a means of be« 
coming acquainted^ to a certun extent^ with the 
pilotage; and I feel airaured that Mr Foster's di« 
redions, transmitted to the Admiralty^ taken a« 
long with the chart usually supplied, and used 
with extreme caution^ would prove sufficient^ in 
time of war fi>r instance^ or when there might be 
some urgait necessity for a lEdiip's going up with* 
out a pilot. In the narrow parts of the river we 
kedged down with the ebb^ without any sail set^ 
but haviog a bower andior on the ground^ and the 
cable at short stay peak ; in this way the ship was 
readily stewed from side to side, or l^rought up at 
an instant's warning. At other places we backed 
and filled^ and at some made short tacks. We 
were always obliged^ however^ to anchor when the 
flood-tide made. 

This is the period at which the rains are expect- 
ed to set in^ and the heavy threatening aspect of 
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douda over the hills^ gave us reason to eicpect that 
we should not escape^ but none fell during our stay, 
between the 23d and the SOth of December. 

The passage from Guayaquil back to Lima ren 
quires attention, as may be seen from the follow- 
ing directions, which I obtained from Don Manuel 
Luzurragui, captain of the port of Guayaquil. 

*J The average passage, in a well found, and well 
managed ship, is twenty days ; eighteen is not un- 
common ; and there is an instance of a schooner 
doing it in twelve. From the entrance of tiie river 
as far as Punta de Aguja, (in latitude 6^ south,)- 
the shore must be hugged as close, as possible, in 
order to take advantage of the changes of wind, 
which take place only near the shore. In this way, 
by due vigilance, slants may be. made every day 
and night. On reaching Punta de Aguja, work to 
the southward, as nearly on the meridian of that 
point as may be, as far as 11^° latitude, and then 
strike in-shore for Callao, and if it is not fetched, 
creep along-shore, as formerly directed." 

Persons accustomed to the navigation between Li-> 
ma and Valparaiso are tempted to stand boldly out, 
in hopes of making their southing with ease, and then 
running in upon a parallel. But this is not founds. 
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to be practicable ; and, indeed, the cases have no re- 
semblance, since the passage to Valparaiso is made 
by passing quite through the trade- wind, and getting 
into the variables ; whereas Lima lies in the heart 
of the trade ; accordingly, a ship that stretches off 
from Guayaquil comes gradually up as she stands 
out, and finally makes about a south course ; when 
she tacks again, the wind shifts as she draws in, and 
will be fortunate if she can retrace her first course, 
and very often does not fetch the point left in the 
first instance. 

To work along-shore with effect, the land must 
be kept well on board, and constant vigilance be 
bestowed upon the navigation, otherwise a ship will 
make little progress. 

No. X. 

Guayaquil to the Galapagos. 
20th of December 1821, to ^th of January 1822. 

(6 Days.) 

As the winds between the Galapagos and the. 
mun are always from south or S. S. E. there is nor 
thing to be particularly attended to in this passage. 
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•xcept the currenU^ wkidi generally set to the 
northward^ and increase in atrength near the 
islands. On getting amongst them the greatest 
eare is necessary^ to aroid being carried to leeward 
of the andiorage where it is proposed to stop. In 
the Conway we were drifted to leeward of James's 
Island^ and could never afterwards regain it. We 
lay upwards of a week at Abingdon I^nd^ the 
most northern of the large ones, in a bay at the 
south end^ where we were disagreeaUy exposed to 
the S. S. E. winds. 

It appeared as if the bad s^uxm was about to set 
in, for several nights we had rain and squalls. 

It is to be regretted^ that the true geographical 
position of these islands is still uncertain^ and the 
hydrographical knowledge respecting them so ex- 
ceedingly scanty. Sev^al of the islands have> it is 
said^ some safe ports^ but these are little known^ 
and their resources still less so. We know that an 
ample si:qpply of terri^^s^ or land tortoises^, mtij 
be procured at some of the islands^ and water is 
probably to be found at most of them^ if diligent 
search were made. They offier at all seasons a most 
valuable asylum to the South Sea Whalers. 
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No. XI. 

Galapagos to Pa/mama. 
\%th of Ja/nuary to 2d of February 1822. 

Cn Day^.J 

This passage at all times of the year is tedious 
and uncertain, in consequence of the light baffling 
winds and calms which belong to the great bight^ 
known under the name of the Bay of Panama; 
and these winds being also uncertain in direction, 
the best method seems to be to steer fpr the port, 
whenever that can be done. 

For the two first days of our passage, the 17th 
and 18th of January, we had a firesh breeze from 
the southward, after which we were much retarded 
by calms, light winds, and squalls ; and it was not 
. till the 29th that we made the Monro de Puercos, 
the high land of the promontory forming the west- 
em limit of the 3ay of Panama. On steering to 
the eastward, we met a fresh breeze from north im- 
mediately on our opening the point. This carried 
us across the bay in the parallel of 7° north. As 

VOL. II. c 
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we closed with the eastern coast the wmd drew 
more to the westward, and enabled us to make 
the land about Point £scondida^ in 7° 40' north. 
From hence we took advantage of the shifts of wind 
between the night and the day^Hiid beat up till 
abreamt of the lalandiGaleni^ lyingbetwtentbe^uth 
end of the Isla del Rey and Point Garachine, form- 
ing the south side of the Gulf of San Michael. 
There, in latitude S'' 1 1' north, it was thought 'pru- 
dent to anchor till the mornings as there is a^hoid 
kid down in this neighbourhood^ but which^ we af- 
terwards learned^ has eight fathoms on its shallow- 
est part. Next mornings the Ist, we were employ 
ed working against light winds from the northward, 
with a slight current in our favour : towards suniset 
the breeze freshened considerably^ and when we 
tacked- close to the Island of Petado^ on die'N.iE. 
shore Of the bay, the breeze was so fresh that -wis 
could hardly carry >the top-gallant ^ails. Tfa& 
breeze blew*fr(Hn N. N. £. to N. £. by Norths enab- 
ling us to dear^ at a proper distance^ >the long liite 
of small islands whidi stretdi to the N. N.*W.of tiie 
Isla del Rey> and thence to proceed^ in a straight 
line, a little to windward 6f VI. N.'W.'by compass^ 
directly for the anchorage of Panama. B|it towards 
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Vje»?ilto<*»TtP:Wi^ before rcaebip^ fte ^ebQZ)^g(^ 
within f ^e ilslaiiLd of P^rjco. 

A{^ eQt^riog::the b^ we mere ^ot,I^^ch influp 
esi!90d byrctwrr^pts. Fipmc^^hi^t me ^saw^axxdhefft^, 
it appfi^ml to be ^;88?n^, jUi ^prking intoPaoaioa^ 
|6;ke^pi9n-tbe .^stiern 6id^> w^^ ibe ^wind is Jfnof 
d«ml;j?rtbe W4$er .s^j^x^^tand tbeare is .no^cm^ent ; 
Jifbfffe%fi, w ct2»e wesl^rn fii<i^f rtl|e )bic^2e is tpp 
«l?i?»g,rJtb^l5e |Sfisboit/^9Q9>r^Q4gpi|09ally a dwn jof 

No. XH. 

'6rene9^a2iiemarA?«on'^Ae TFincfo and If^a^&er, 
and the Navigation of the Sotcth-West Coast 
of Mecoico. 

On the sou|;|iT.Mr99t efm^ tof jyiew^> (lie fair 
i9W^<m9 9^ ¥r,h^t iis c^Ued t]^ sunmer, tboi^b 
.tbe bl^H^e :be p^i^^jis ftom .DjBCfp^ber ;to Mfff 
fmd»mve. /Puria;ig t tfii^ iwtei^val alone it ,is M- 
yJA^le rto i^Y^te t)ie coas^^ ^for^ in the winter, 
[fi^ipi iJ.iloe^rNev^Q^J^r iadjiisive^.^very p^pf it 
.is.Ui^}e^-^d:^^i tornadoes^ or heavy ^squ^Up^ 
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to calmsy to constant deluges of rain^ and the most 
dangerous lightning; added to which^ ahnost all 
parts of the coast are^ at this time^ so unhealthy as 
to be abandoned by the inhabitants. At the east- 
em end of this range of coast, about Panama, the 
winter sets in earlier than at San Blas^ which lies at 
the western end. Rains and sickness are looked for 
early in March at Panama ; but^ at San Blas^ rain 
seldom falls before the 15th of June ; sometimes, 
however, it begins on the 1st of June^ as we expe- 
rienced. Of the intermediate coast I have no exact 
information^ except that December, January^ and 
February, are fine months everywhere ; and that, 
with respect to the range between Acapulco to Pa- 
nama» the months of March> Aprils and half of May^ 
are also fine— at all other times the xsoast navigation 
may be generally described as dangerous^ and on 
every account to be avoided. 

From December to May inclusive^ the prevalent 
winds between Panama and Cape Blanco de Nicpya 
are N. W. and Northerly. From thence to Rio Lejo 
and Sonsonate N. E. and Easterly. At this season 
off the Gulfs of Papagayo and Tecoantepec there 
blow hard gales« the first being generally N. E.^ and 
the latter North. These, if not too str(mg, as they 
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sometimes are, greatly accelerate the passages to the 
westward— -they last for several days together^ with 
a clear sky overhead^ and a dense red haze near the. 
horizon. We experienced both in the Conway in 
February 1 822. The first, which was off Papagayo 
on the 12th, carried us two hundred and thirty 
miles to the W. N. W. ; but the gale we met on cross- 
ing the Gulf of Tecoantepec on the 24th, 25th, 
and 26th, was so hard, that we could show no sail, 
and were drifted off to the S. S. W* more than a 
hundred miles. A ship ought to be well prepared 
on these occasions, for the gale is not only severe, 
but the sea, which rises quickly, is uncommonly 
high and short, so as to strain a ship exceedingly. 

From Acapulco to San Bias what are called land 
and sea-breezes blow ; but as far as my experience 
goes, during the whole of March, they scarcely deserve 
that name. They are described as blowing from 
N. W. and West during the day, and from N. E. at 
night ; whence, it might be inferred, that a shift of 
wind, amounting to eight points, takes place be- 
tween the day and night breezes. But, during the 
whole distance between Acapulco and San Bias, to- 
gether with about a hundred miles east of Acapulco, 
which we worked along, hank for hank, we never 
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ibtlnd, (W very' m^iy^ that a gireattar diift coold^bif 
feekoiiedoa thanfour pditits. With diis^ hower^ 
and Ae giK^rteftt diligMioe, a daSy fHPdgne^^of fi^imr 
thirty to* fifty milcid niay be inade^ 

Sueh being the general state dT th& iK^nd&r outhift 
eoa6t> itis necessu^ ta intend to the foUowing^dltecS^ 
tions for making a pasfii^ from the ea6twe^l 

On lea^ng Panaris Rut RealejO'oi* SbHsontCte, 
eome out direet to the nm^tihti/^estwinrd 6t the^ 1^- 
del Rey-^keep from twenty €b thiity leitigued off iJHc^ 
fihore as fiu^as Cape Katteade-Nicoya;^ and on^i6^ 
passage advimtage must be tidieii of evefy aiiift of 
wind to>get to the ncnrth-westwftrd. FtoiA CAp& 
Blanco hug the dK>re^ in order tatake advlkntage<^ 
tiie nortli-easterly winds which prevail dose in. 
If a Papagayo (as the strong breeze out of diat gulf is 
called) be met with, the passage to Son8(Hiate be-f 
ootnes very short. 

Prom Sonsonate to Acapulco keep at the distance 
of twenty^ or' at most thirty leagues from the coasts 
We met with very strong current? running to^ th^ 
eastward at diis part of the passage ;. but whiter 
by keeping fardler in^ or fkrther out We should haV<e 
avoided them, I am unable to say. The above di^ 
ret^on is that usually held to be the best by the did 
coasters. 
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If> when off th§ Gulf of Teooantepec^ any of the 
iiardbreezea which go by that name i^ould come 
off, it is advisable^, if sail can be carried^ to eaae the 
sheets off^ and run well to the westward, without seek^ 
ing to make northing ; westing being, at all stages 
of that passage, by fiir the most difficult to aocom- 
plish. On i^proaching Acapulco the shore ^ould 
be got hold of, and the laud and sea^breeses turned 
to account 

This passage in summer is to be made by taking 
advantage of the difference in direction between 
the winds in the night and the winds in Che 
day. During some months, the land winds^ it 
is said^ come more off the land than at otheri^ 
and that the sea^-breezes blow more directly on 
shore ; but in March we seldom found a greater 
difference than four points; and to pnc^t essen- 
tially by this small change, constant vigihmce 
and acttvity are indispensable. The sea-breeze sets 
in^ with v^y little variation as to time, about noon, 
or a little before, and blows with more or less 
strength till the evening. It was usually fi»diest 
at two o'clock ; gradually fell afto f our ; and died 
away as; the sun went down. The Ikndf-breeze was 
by no means so regular as to its periods or its fooce» 
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Somethnes it came off in the first watch^ but rarely 
before midnight, and often not till the mornings and 
wa8 tl^en generaUy light and uncertain. The prin* 
cipal point to be attended to in this navigation is, 
to have the ship so placed at the setting in of the 
sea-breeze, that she shall be able to make use of the 
whole of it on the larboard tack, before closing too 
mudi with the land. If this be accomplished^ 
which a little experience of the periods renders 
easy, the ship will be near the shore just as the 
sea-breeze has ended, and there she will remain in 
the best situation to profit by the land-wind when 
it comes ; for it not only comes off earlier to a ship 
near the coast, but is stronger, and may always be 
taken advantage of to carry the ship off to the sea- 
breeze station before noon of the next day. 

These are the best directions for navigating on this 
coast which I have been able to procure : they are 
drawn from various sources, and, whenever it was 
possible, modified by personal experience. I am 
chiefly indebted to Don Manuel Luzurragui, master 
attendant of Guayaquil, for the information they 
contain. In his opinion, were it required to make a 
passage from Panama to San Bias, without touching 
at any intermediate port, the best way would be to 
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Stretch well out, pass to the southward of Cocos 
Island, and then run with the southerly winds as far 
west as 96^ before hauling up for San Blas> so as to 
make a fair wind of the westerly breezes which be- 
long to the coast. An experienced old pilots how- 
ever^ whom I met at Panama^ disapproved of this> 
and said^ the best distance was fifteen or twenty 
leagues all the way. In the winter months^ these 
passages are very unpleasant^ and it is indispensable 
that the whole navigation be much further off shore^ 
excepting only between Acapulco and San Blas^ 
when a distance from ten to twelve leagues will be 
sufficient. 

The return passages from the west are always 
much easier. In the period called here the summer^ 
from December to May^ a distance of thirty to fifty 
leagues ensures a fair wind ail the way. In winter^ 
it is advisable to keep still further off, say a hundred 
leagues^ to avoid the calms^ and the incessant rains^ 
squalls^ and lightnings^ which everywhere prevail on 
the coast at this season. Don Manuel Luzurragui 
advises^ during winter^ that all ports on this coast 
should be made to the southward and eastward^ as 
the currents in this time of the year set from that 
quarter. 
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If it were required to return direct from- San Bias 
to- Lima) a course must be diaped so as to pasa be^ 
tween the Island of Cocos and the Galapagos, and 
to the 8outh«eastwfird> till the land be made a little 
to the southward of the equator, between Cape Lo^ 
renao and Cape St Helena. From thence work a- 
longyshore as far as Point Aguja, inlatitude 6^ south, 
after whioh> work due south, on the meridian of 
that point, as far as 1 1^^ South> and then stretch in- 
diore. If the outer passage were to be attempted 
from San Blai^ it would be necessary to run to 25^ 
or d(F south across^ the trade, which would be a 
needless waste of distance and time. 

Such general observations as the foregoing, on a 
naYigadon still imperfectly known> are, peiiiaps, 
better csdculated to be useful to a stranger than de^- 
tailed accounts of passages made at partioulMr sea^ 
sons. For although the success of a passi^ will 
principally depend onthe navigator's own vigilance 
in watching for exceptions to the common rules> and 
on his dull and activity in profiting by tiiem, yet.he 
must always be materially aided by a kaowledge of 
the prevalent winds and weather. As many per- 
sons, however, attach a certain degree of value to 
actual observations made on coasts little frequented^ 



although the period !n whidi they may have be^ 
made be limited^ I have given^.in the two idHoyidng 
nodce8> a brief abstract of the C<mway'a passages 
from Panama to Acapulco^ and from Aoq^ulbo ta 
San Bla& The original notes from whence they are 
tidLen are too minute to interest any personnot ac« 
tually proceeding: to that quarter of tlie world. 

No. xm. 

Panama to Acapulco. 
5th o/Fehruary to Jth of March 1822. 

f 30 Days.) 

Wb sailed fyoai Panama cm the 4th of February,, 
and anchored on that afremocm at the lidand of Ta- 
bog^i where we filled up^our water. Neict ev^ning^ 
Uie 5th,t we ran out^f the bay with afresh N. N, W^ 
wind^ and at half pasttrwo in the morning of the 6th 
rounded Point Ma^ and hauled to the westwards 
As t^e day advanced the bree^se slackened and drew 
to the soudiwardi ki' twenty-four hours^ howev^i 
we had run one hjundred and forty miles^ and wer& 
entirely clear of the bight of Panama. It coiM; ua 
neiyrly six days more befinse we came abreast of Cape 
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Blanco de Nicoya ; at first we had light winds fi-om 
S. S. W., then a moderate breeze from N. N. W., 
which backed round to the eastward^ and was £oU 
lowed by a calm : during each day we had the wind 
from almost every point of the compass^ but light 
and uncertain. Between the 11th and 12th^ we 
passed Cape Blanco de Nicoya with a frei^ breeze 
from S. S. £. and then S. S. W.^ which shifted sud- 
denly to the northward^ afterwards to the N. N. E.y 
where it blew fresh for upwards of twenty-four 
hours^ and enabled us to run more than two hund- 
red and thirty miles to the west-north-westward in 
one day. This breeze^ which is known by the name 
of Papagayo^ failed us after passing the Gulf of the 
same name^ and we then came within the influence of 
adverse currents. On reaching the longitude of 92^ 
west| on the l6th we were set S. 16, W. 77 miles ; 
on the 17th, N. 16 miles; on the 18th, E. 51 miles; 
on the 19th, S. 78^, E. 63 miles ; on the 20th, S.62^ 
E. 45 miles ; on the 21st, S. 87° E, HJ miles ; all of 
which we experienced between 91° and 93° west, at 
the distance of twenty or thirty leagues from the 
shore, meanwhile we had N. N. E. and northerly 
winds, and calms. 

After these currents slacked^ we made westings as 
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far as 93 J° by help of N. N. E. and Easterly winds. 
On the 22d^ 23d, and 24thy we were struggHng 
against north-westerly winds off Guatimala between 
14° and 15^^ north latitude* This brought us up 
to the top of the Bay of Tecoantepec at sunset of the 
24th^ we then tacked and stood to the westward. 
The weather at this time looked threatening; the 
sky was dear overhead^ but all round the horisson 
there hung a fiery and portentous haze^ and the sun 
set in great splendour ; presently the breeze fresh^ 
ened> and came to north by west^ and before mid- 
night it blew a hard gale of wind from north. This 
lasted with little intermission till six in the morning 
of the 26th^ or about thirty hours. There was 
during all the time an uncommonly high short sea, 
which made the ship extremely uneasy. The baro- 
meter fell from 29,94t to 29^81^ between noon and 
four P. M.^ but rose again as the gale freshened — 
the sympiesometer fell twelve hundredths. This 
gale drove us to the south-west by south about one 
hundred and forty miles. A fine fresh breeze suc- 
ceeded from N. N. £.> which carried us one bund- 
red and twenty miles towards Acapulco^ and left us 
in longitude 97|^ west^ and latitude 15° north, on 
the 27ih. This was the last fair' wind we lutd on 
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theiCOB$t, aU the rfst of our puiwige^ as |iiv ^ Sto 
Viks, being made by.deftd beating* Tbe dii^mcecfirom 
Aoapuleowas now ]«ssr1j)aixoneibi}ncb;edand..eigbly 
miles, but it eost us eight days Imxd wQik to xeaieh 
it, principally.owing.toa.ateady;d?ainof leetcmrent 
nmning east by south ^ at ^e^fcdlowk^ daily ratea, 
vis., tbirteoi, sixteen, twenty ^aeven, - thirty ^^even^ 
twen^«fiye> ten, nine, aev^, and niiffi.miles. The 
winds were, meanwhile, from N. W.ito N. N. .W., 
with an oceasional spurt/ f]!^miSouth««ast and soudi^ 
and several calms* We had not yet kamed the most 
dfectual method d£ ^takingi advantage of the small 
yariation between the day and night winds. 



No. XIV. 

Acapuko to San Bias. 
12th to 28th of March 1822. 
(16 Days.) 

This passage was considered good for the mmith 

ef Mardi ; but in the latter days of December, and 

;firstefJenuary,,an English merchant ^^ made it 

in 'ten days, having a &ir wind off shore nearly all 

the day. A merdiantbrig, which passed -Aoapttloo 
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onihe^Gth of^Teforuaryy at the (iktaaee of 1 50 miles^ 
was a ifortnight m reaching Cape Corri^ites^ and 
nearly three weeks afterwards getting from thenoe 
to San Bla6> a distance of only severity miles. There 
is^^however^ reason to belkve that this vessel was 
badly managed. 

It would be useless to give any more detailed iao« 
countof this passage than will the seen in: the pro* 
ceding remarks^ (No. XII.) 'We generally got the 
sea-breeze dbout noon^ with Which' we laid up for a 
short time W. N. W., and then broke off to N, W. ; 

and so to 'the northward, ^towas'ds tiie end of the 

* 

breeze^ as we approached the eoact. ^We generally 
stood in within a couple of pailes^ and sometimes 
nearer^ and sounded in fh)m -ififleen to twenty-^ftvse 
fathoms, if the breeze continued after sunset, we 
made short^ta^s^ in order to preserve our vicinity 
to ' the land> to be ready for the night-wind. *Witii 
'this we generally lay off S/V/„ sometimes' W.'S* W. 
and 'Westj but' only for a short ttime. After passing 
latitude 18^^ the coast trended mr»re to the/north«i 
ward, and a much 'longer 1^ was ^made on dielar- 
board-^tack^ before we were obliged to- go about /As 
we approached Cape Corrientes/in latitude 20^ the 
land-winds became more northerly^ and the sea*- 
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breeses more westerly ; so that, as the coast also 
trended off the northward^ a more rapid advance was 
made. 

On passing Cape Corrientes^ the Tres Marias 
Islands came in sight ; and if they be passed to the 
south-eastward^ at the distance of eight or ten 
leagues^ and a N. N. £. coarse steered^ Piedra Blan- 
ca de Mar^ off San Blasj will be readily got sight of. 
Iliis is a rounds bold, white rock> in latitude 2V 
S4f ' north, and longitude 105^ S2^' west> and being 
one hundred and thirty feet high^ forms an excellent 
land-mark. It lies exactly eleven and three-quar- 
ters of a mile nearly due west from the harbour of 
San Blas^ which is pointed out by another white 
rock^ bearing south, 8S° east from the former. Close 
roimd this last rock, called Piedra de Tierra^ on the 
eastern side, lies the anchorage. The coast between 
Cape Corrientes and San Bias is full of deep and 
dangerous rocky bights. It is little known^ and 
ought not to be approached. Care should also be 
taken^ in the night-time, to ke^ clear of a small 
cluster of low rocks^ which lie twenty-two miles to 
the N. N. W. of Cape Corrientes. We made them 
in latitude 20° 43' north, and longitude 105° 51' 4" 
^ west. . Vancouver places them in latitude 20° 45' 
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hariStk ; longitude 105^ 46' 55*' west ; an agreement 
sufficiently near. Our difference of longitude was as* 
certained by chronometers next day from San Blas^ 
where the longitude was afterwards determined by 
an occultation of a fixed star. 

Cape Corrientes lies in latitude 2QP %^y north ; 
longitude 105'' 43' %%" west, or %%' 5^ west from 
San Bias. 

During our stay at San Bias, from the 28th of 
March to the 15th of June, we had light land-winds 
every night, and a moderately fresh breeze from west 
every day, with the thermometer always above 80''. 

Towards the end of the period, the sky, which 
had been heretofore clear, bjecame overcast; the 
weather lost its former serene character, becoming 
dadk and unsettled ; and, on the Ist of June, the pe- 
riodical rains set in with great violence, accompa^ 
nied by thuSder and lightning, and fresh winds 
from due south. This was nearly a fortnight earlier 
than the average period. The heat and closeness 
{£ the weather increased greatly after the rains set 
in ; but although our men were much exposed, no 
sickness ensued, excepting a few cases of highly in- 
flammatory fever. The town was almost complete- 
ly deserted when we came away ; the inliabitants 

VOL. II. d 
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hsvmg, as uansl, fled to TepiC| and other inland 
'towns^ to avoid the discomfort and sickness whidi 
accompany the rains. 

As soon as the rains subside, in the latter end of 
October, or beginning of November^ the people re* 
turn, although that is the period described as being 
most unhealthy; when the ground is still moists and 
the heat of the sun not materially abated. 



No. XV. 

San Blcts, rotmd Cape Horn, to Rio de Janeiro, 
15th of June to 12th of September 1822. 

C89 Days.) 

Thb navigable distance of this passage, or that 
over which a ship must run, without counting ca- 
sual deviations, is 7550 miles, and includes every 
variety of climate and weather. 

An inspection of the track in the chart which ac- 
companies this Memoir, will give a better idea of 
the extent and variety of this passage than any de- 
scription can do. A few general remarks, however, 
KPjBy have their use. We were recommended by the 
eldest navigators at San Bias to get off the coast as 
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fast as possible^ in oi^der to avoid the very unplea- 
sant weather which belongs to it at this season. 
This, it appears, is sometimes difficult to accomplish, 
and ships are even driven as far as Acapulco, before 
they can disentangle themselves from the westerly 
and south-westerly breezes. We, however, found 
no difficulty in running off to the S. W, as far as 
110° W. and 15° north. From 8 J° north, to 3 J° 
Qorth, and longitude ] 05° W., we were much retard- 
ed by southerly winds. We then got the trade- 
wind, which hung far to the south at first, and oblig- 
ed us to cross the line in 110|° west. We kept the 
trade-wind for fifteen days, that is, to the 2Sd of Ju- 
ly, at which time we had reached the latitude of 27^ 
south, having run by its means about two thousand 
miles. The wind afterwards came to the northward, 
and then to N. W., whence^ in 30^° south, it shifted 
to south by east, and then to south-west on the 29th 
of July. In 35^° south, and 102° west, we had a 
bard gale from the southward. 

The wind had been previously so fresh from S. W. 
;^d S. S. W., that we were obliged to close reef at 
midnight of the 28th of July. It shortly afterwards 
came on to rain hard, and fell calm for an hour, at 
the end of which interval a gale suddenly caine oi\ 
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from 80Uth> and blew with vkdence all that day. 
Thia gale was followed by fresh aouth-west by west 
winds^ which came round to N. W.^ and then to 
S. S. W. again^ as far as latitude 46° souths and lon- 
gitude 90° west, when the wind hung for three days 
from the southward. Frcnn 49}** souths and 82° 
west^ to 5S^ souths and 78° west^ we had fre^ 
N. N. E., N, N. W., and N. W. winds. Just as we 
were about to haul up to round the Cape on the 
12th of August^ the wind came from N. £• (by com- 
pass^ or about £• N. £. true^) which obliged us to go 
as far as 57}° south, before the wind shifted to west 
and north* west We passed out of sight of Cape 
Horn on the night of the 14th of August^ just two 
months from San Blas^ strictly 60} days^ the navi- 
gable distance being six thousand miles. From the 
meridian of Cape Hom^ to that of the Falkland 
Islands^ we retained the N. W.^ and latterly the S. W. 
winds. It then fell calm^ after which we had S. £. 
and S. S. £• breezes, with snow showers^ (the first 
we had seen,) nearly as far as latitude 40° south. 
In the Pacific, between 50° and 55^, we had hard 
breezes, with rain, and a considerable sea^ but not 
sudi as to prevent our scudding with ease. During 
all the passage off the Cape, we had fine weather^ 
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with smooth water^ and a mild climate^ that is to sayi 
the th^mometer was not below 39°. Off the Falk>i 
land Islands^ with an E. S. E. wind^ it fell to 35''« 
This temperature seemed cold to perisons recently 
come from a residence of more than six months ii^ 
one of the hottest parts of the world, but^ upcm the 
whole^ the season was finer than that of the eorre* 
spondent north latitude. 

When off the Cape in 57*^ souths and longitude 
69^ west^ we fell in with four ice islands ; two <^ 
these were very high and long : the other two were 
about twenty yards long^ and as they floated not 
more tihan ten or twelve feet out of the water, 
would, in all probability, not have been seen at 
night till too near to be avoided. Next day an im- 
mense island was seen, which could not have been 
less than two or three hundred feet high, and a quar- 
ter of a mile long. This was in 56^° south, and 
longitude 65"^ west. Some days afterwards, we fell 
in with an American Whaler which had passed more 
to the southward in 58°, where he not only met with 
innumerable ice islands, but with an extensive com- 
pact field, as far as the eye could reach. He found 
himself in the morning almost beset, and it cost him 
nearly twenty-four hours beating among the floating 
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pieces and icebergs^ before he was clear of them. 
I examined his charts on which his track was laid 
down with every appearance of exactness ; the ice 
and ice islands were severally sketched in a business^ 
like manner on the chart. The high island which we 
saw on the rooming of the 15th was probably one 
of the same group> and the smaller ones fragments. 
There are few things in navigation more dan- 
gerous than one of these low ice islands^ in a dark 
ni^ht> when blowing hard^ and with a high sea ; 
all circumstances which unfortunately are likely 
enough to come together at this particular season^ 
when the ice is most frequently observed to be 
floating about^ off Cape Horn. In bad weather it 
might be prudent to lie-to. But in fine weather, 
although dark, as it was with us^ a leisurely course 
may be followed, provided uncommon vigilance be 
used. On this occasion I thought of a precaution, 
which it may perhaps be worth while stating. Hav- 
ing reefed the courses, that the officer of the watch 
might have a free view, the yards were braced 
sharp up, bowlines hauled, and everything prepared 
for tacking, and always kept so at night, from what- 
ever direction the wind might blow. On an ice 
inland being seen a-head, and near us, in the case 
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of the ship being by the wind, the helm being put 
down, she would readily come about : If off the 
wind> she would «ome to, with the sails so trimmed 
as to allow her sailing past the danger ; or if this 
could not be, still she would be more ready to come 
about) and certainly be more manageable, in all re- 
spects, than if the yards had been in any other po- 
sition. 

The latter part of this passage between the latitude 
of 40'' and that of Rio, was rendered tedious by 
frequent northerly winds. On the 24th of August, 
in latitude 39'' 45^ the wind, which had been gra- 
dually hauling from the S. £. to the northeast- 
ward, came to N. N. E., then to north, N. N. W., and 
latterly N. W., shifting gradually at the rate of one 
point in twenty-four hours. In the Week from 
the 24th to the 31st we made only on an £. N. £. 
course, four hundred and eighty miles. Du- 
ring this period the wind was moderate, and the 
atmosphere filled with a dense haze, which made 
everything damp. The barometer continued high 
all the time, never £dling below thirty inches, and 
generally standing at 30,30. On the 31st, tn 
latitude 37^ south, longitude 39*^ west, the wind 
came in a squall to the S. W. This wind, like the 

10 
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above^ shifted from right to left, that is, from 6. W; 
to Souths S. E., East^ and so on to N". £.^ Norths and 
N. W., with a thick haze^ heavy irain^ thunder and 
lightning, and the wind blowing occasicmaDy in 
strong gusts. Afi^r this it fell calm, in latitude S3^ 
south. The breeze which succeeded was first from 
the N. £., but, as usual, it drew to the northward, 
with a thick haze, and a high swell from the same 
quarter. In lAke evening of the 5th, the wind, 
which was blowing frei^ and steady fnmi north, 
diifted suddenly, imd without any lull> or other 
warning, to S. W., and blew for two hours so hard 
that we could barely carry triple r^fed top^sails, 
and reefed courses. This breeze in twenty^four 
hours fell light, shifted round as formerly to llie 
South, S. E., East, and in latitude 28^ south to 
N. N. £• The only difference between this shift of 
wind, and those which preceded it, was the absence 
of haze* It hung in the N. N. E. quarter, blow- 
ing at times very fresh for three days, with a high 
short swell. On die 10th it fell calm, aft^r which, 
on the evening of ^t day, a breeze sprung ttp 
f]*om the S. W., and having made Round Island, 
off Rio, idarly on the morning of the 12th, in very 
thick rainy weather, we ran in, and anchored, nitet 



COAST OF BRAZIL. 57 

tf passage of eighty-nine days from leaving San 
Bias. 



NO.XVL 

Rio de Janeiro to Bahia^ or St Salvador^ 
2Sth of November to 13th of December 1822* 

(18 Days.) 

This passage^ and that of his Majesty's ship Do- 
ris^ about the same time, serve to show how uncer- 
tain the winds are on this coast. We sailed in the 
Conway^ on the ^th of November^ met with north 
and north-easterly winds off Cape Frio$ which ob- 
liged us to stand off for nine days^ at the end of 
which time we were one hundred and fifly miles 
farther from Bahia than when we first sailed. The 
wind now shifted to the southward and S. W., with 
a high swells and much rain, and we reached our 
port on the 13th of December. 

The Doris sailed on the 5th of December, ten 
days after the Conway, and reached Bahia on the 
I2th> one day before us. 

It so happened, that, immediately on leaving Rio, 
she ^ot the same southerly wind which carried us 
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to the northward, and on the same day, but with a 
less distance to run* At this time of the year^ 
northerly winds certainly prevail, and such circum-i 
stances as the above do not arise above two or three 
times in a season. As there are ample directions for 
navigating on this coast, it is needless for me to add 
any more* 
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OF THE 



LATITUDES^ LONGITUDES, AND VARIATION OF THE COMPASS 

Of the various Ports on the Shores of the Pacific Ocean, visited by 
His Majesty's Ship Conway, in 1820, 1821, and 1822. 

Extracted firotn a Hydrographical Memoir, by Mr Henry Foster, R.N. 



Name of the Place. 



Valparaiso 

(Fort St Antonio) 

Island of Mocha 

Aiauco 

Point Lobos, Island 

of St Mary's 
Talcuhiiana( Bayof) 
Penco (Conception) 
Coquimbo Bay 
Islet A, (Bay of 

Coquimbo) 
6ua8co,(Outer.rock 

A.) 
Bay of Copiapo, 

(Point A.) 
Arica, (Town of St 

Mark) 
Point Coles 
Valley of Tambo 
Village of Mollendo 
Point Isly 
Point Pescadores 
Point Nasco, or Ca 

ballos 
Infernal Rock 
Hill of Mercedes 
Los Amigos Rocks 
Castle of Callao 

Do. 
Ancon, (Point Mu 

latas) 
Huacho 
Hill of Eten 
Payta 



Country. 



> 



Coast of 
Chili 



South. 
West 
*" Coast of 
Peru 



Latitude. 



33« r 48"S. 



38 19 
37 14 

37 6 
36 42 
36 43 
29 56 

29 63 

28 27 



13 
30 

.SO 
52 
34 
39 

67 




Longitude. 



East or West of 
Valparidso, by 
Chronometer. 



27 19 



18 28 
17 42 
17 13 
17 2 



> 



W. Coast 
of Peru 



17 
16 



I 
15 



14 58 
14 42 
14 35 
14 20 
12 3 



11 45 
6 56 



35 
00 
00 
15 
00 
10 

53 
5 

29 


45 



55 
10 



2^ 15' 17"W. 
I 42 00 



1 28 33- 

15 4 £. 

12 49 , 

21 55 

40 19 

1 17 44 
11 25 

9 27W. 

23 9 

29 15 

2 2 1 



3 52 

4 13 
4 32 

4 36 

5 32 



57 
33 
48 
IG 
12 



West of Green- 
wich. 



Variation 

of Compass 

Elasterly. 



// 



8 11 



•71** 31' 00 

73 46 17 
73 13 00 



72 59 33 

71 15 56 

071 18 11 

071 9 5 

70 50 41 

70 13 16 

71 19 35 

71 40 27 

71 54 9 

72 15 

73 33 1 

75 23 57 

76 44 .33 

76 3 48 

76 7 16 

e"7 2 12 

•77 6 10 



79 45 5 



I4<> 43^ E. 

19 34 
18 22 



15 30 

14 
13 30 
13 30 

10 25 

10 18 

11 5 
11 20 



10 34 

10 26 
9 36 

9 
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Name of the Place. 




Latitude. 


Longitude. 




Country. 


East or West of 
Valparaiso, by 
Chrooometer. 


West of Green- 
wieh. 


Vaxittini 

of COOIH 

Ei^^. 


Itland of Sta Clara 


\ 


3f 13' 


42^* a 


*>43' 


33''W. 


e80?14' 33" 




(Entrance of River 


f Coast of 














Guayaquil) 


(Colombia 














Town of Guavaquil 
Gardiner's Mand 


/ 


2 12 


12 


8 6 


46 


e79 39 46 


9*>6'E 




1 22 


32 


18 27 


32 


e 89 68 32 




(oMtre) 
















Cniarles*l8land(Sad. 
















dlept) 




1 20 


40 


18 39 


31 


e 90 10 31 




^.^.— ^Pnal-OfRrr 
















Bay) - 








18 35 


35 


eoo 6 35 




Indefatigable*s Is- 


.Galapagos 
r Islands 














land, (north end) 


33 


36 










James Island^ (^Su- 
















gar Loaf) 




18 





18 67 


28 


e 90 28 28 


* 


Earl of Abingdon's 
















Island 
















(Conway's anchor.) 




32 


21 N. 










Do. (S. W. point) 


^ 


32 


19 


18 49 


39 


e 90 20 39 


820 


Panama (Town) 


\ Isthmus 
j of Darien 






East or 


West of 




7 


Acapulco (Fort Car- 


^ 




- 


San Bias. 












los) 








5<» 24' 


40"E. 


e 99**63'47'' 


8^4«^ 


Peaked Mountain, 
















(supposed the vol- 
















cano of Colima) 


South- 
west 
^ Coast of 


19'»36' 


20"N. 


I 41 


58 


e 103 36 29 




Cape Corrientes 


20 24 


32 


23 


69 W. 


e 105 42 26 




Rock to the N. W. 














by N. by com- 
pass of Cape Cor- 


Mexico 














rientes 




20 43 


00 


33 


14 


• 105 51 41 




Piedra Blanca 




21 34 


48 


13 


40 


A 105 32 7 




San Bias 




21 32 


24 






• 105 18 27 




Do. 


J 










5 105 17 9 


8 40 



The Longitudes marked * have been determined by occultations oft 
fixed Stars by the Moon. Those marked ([ by Lunars* Tbi 
have been connected^ by Time*keeper8> with the stations at wbi 
occultations were observed* 
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No. II. 

LIST OF MINERALS 

Collected on the Shores of South 
America and Mexico. 

t 

N,B,mm,The numbers refer to the specimens presented to the 
CoHege Musewn of Edinburgh, the Geological Society of 
London, and to the Royal Institution of Liverpool. 

The mineralogical names have been kindly furnished by 
Professoe Jameson. 

CoquimhOy Chili. 
No. 

I, (Grold ore.) Auriferous iron pyrites. 

Guasco, Chili* 

9. (Gold ore.) Native gold imbedded in a compound 

of quartz^ brown iron ore^ and malachite. 

3. (Silver ore.) Native silver. 

4. (Do.) Calcareous spar and black silver. 

5. (Do.) Red silver^ native silver^ and calcareous spar. 

6. (Do.) Native silver with calcareous spar. 

7. (Copper ore.) Malachite and black copper^ associat- 

ed with what appears to be an undescribed ore* 

8. (Do.) Tile ore. 

9. (Do.) Tile ore. 

Copiap6, Chili. 

10. (Gold ore*) Quartz. 

II. (Silver ore.) Black silver^ copper green, quartz* 
12, (Do.) Galena, copper green, and quartz. 
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No. 

13* (Silver ore.) Quartz and brown iron ore. 

1 4. (Copper ore.) Fibrous malacbite, red copper ore^ 

and tbe new ore^ No. 7. 

IS* (Do.) Fibrous malachite. 

16. (Do.) Muriat of copper. 

17. (Do.) Red copper ore with selenite crystals. 

Pasco, Peru. 

18. (Silver ore.) Iron pyrites* argentiferous galena, and 

quartz. 

19. (Do.) Grey silver ore and argentiferous galena. 

20. (Do.) Black silver and quartz. 

21. (Do.) Iron pyrites^ and black and grey silver ores. 
22* (Do.) Grey silver and galena. 

Cubrisa, New Galicia^ Mexico. 

23. (Silver ore.) Quartz and galena^ probably argenti* 

ferous. 

24. (Do.) Quartz^ with argentiferous galena. 

Santa Tomasa, Nero GaliciOf Mexico. 
25* (Silver ore.) Argentiferous galena. 

26. (Do.) 

27. (Do.) Argentiferous galena and quartz. 

i?ay of Conception, Chili. 

28. Granite. 

29. Limestone. 

Penco, Conception,, Chili. 

30. Mica slate. 

31. Granite. 

32. Pitch-coal. 

33. Sandstone^ apparently connected with trap tu%« 
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Valparaiso, Chili. 
No. 

34. Syenitic grimite* 

Island of Mas A/uera* 

35. Vesicular lava. 

Coquimbo, Chili* 

36. Alluvial sandstone* 

37. Compact felspar. 

38. Limestone. Probably ^uvial. 

Copiap6j Chili* 

39. Grey copper and silver. 

40. Porphyritic granite. 

41. Alluvial shell conglomerate. 

42. Granite. 

43. Granite. 

44. Alluvial sand. 

45. Quartz. 

46. Limestone. 

4T. Compact felspar* 

48. Limestone. 

49. Calcareous slate clay* 

49. Sulphate of soda. 

Arica, South Coast of Peru* 

50. Quartz. 

51. Quartz^ coloured with iron. 
53. Splintery quartz. 

Quiacaf South Coast of Peru, 
53. Felspar porphyry. 
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Arequipa, Sotdh Coast of Peru. 
No. 
54. Quarts rock. 

Huacho, Peru. 
66. Secondary greenstone* 

66. limestone. 

Pai^ta, Peru. 

67. Limestone. 

Galapagos Islands, Pacific Ocean 
58. Vesicnlar lava, wiih albite. 
69. Vesicular lava. 

60. Do* do. with albite. 

61. Do» do. withaugite. 

62. Do. do. with albite. 

Panama. 

63. Claystone tuffii. 

64. Seomdary greenstone. 

Island of Taboga, Panama. 

65. Porphyry. 

66. Brown iron ore. 

67. Claystone? 

68. Quartz rock. 

69. Volcanic tuffii* 

70. Porphyritic claystone. 

71. Homstone and quartz* 

Acapidco, Mexico. 

7f. Granite. 

4 
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San Bias, Mexico. 
No. 

73. Compact lava. 

74. Quartz^ with disseminated iron pyrites. 

Cidifornia, 

75. Selenite. 

New South Shetland. 
T6. Calcareous spar. 

77. Amygdaloid. 

78. Felspar^ with quartz. 

79. Slaty compact felspar. 

80. Greenstone? 

Rio de Jaueiro, Brazil. 

81. Granite. 
8§u Gngaite. 

83. Granite. 

84. Compact felspar. 

85. Sil. oonqiiici Mi^t. 

Bahia, Brazil. 

86. Gneiss. 

87. Sandeitone, obtaining a fhigiSient of gneiast 

Tepic, Mexico. 
8B* Commcm pumice* 

Peak of Teneriffe. 
89. Glassy pumice and obsidian. 
90w Trap por^yry of Baron de Buch. 
9jU Trap porphyry. 
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No. III. 

NOTICE ON THE CLIMATE 

Of the Western Coasts of South America and Mexi- 
coj and on its Effects on the Health o£ the Resi- 
dents and of Strangers. Extracted from a MS. 
Memoir on the Climate and Diseases of South 
America^ 

By Georob Birnie^ Esq. R. N« 
Surgeon of his Majesty's Ship Conway. 

It may be interesting to notice briefly and gene- 
rally the diseases to which Europeans will be more 
particularly liable on visiting the western coast of 
America. For the sake of perspicuity, the coast 
may be divided into three parts :•— the first extend- 
ing from Valdivia, in latitude 40° south, to Co- 
quimbo, in latitude 30°, south ; the second from Co- 
quimbo to Payta, in latitude 5}^ south; and the 
third from Payta to the Gulf o£ California, which 
lies in latitude 2S° north. The first of these divi- 
sions comprehends nearly the whole coast of Chili, 
inhabited by the descendants of the Spaniards. 
Chili lies between the Pacific Ocean and the Andes, 
and has a mean breadth of about ISO miles. - It is 
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tme of the most healthy and delightfal countries in 
the world, for though it borders on the torrid zone, 
H never suffers the extremes of heat, the Andes de- 
fending it on the east, and gentle breezes refreshing 
it from the west. It possesses an equable and serene 
temperature, of about 64°. It is neither afflicted by 
intermittent fevers nor dysenteries. Some years, in 
the sunmier and autumn, there occur a few cases of 
an ardent fever, called by the Indian name of Chaoo 
longo, which means disease of the head. This com- 
plaint, in robust subjects, is extremely violent and 
rapid in its course, but 3rields readily to bleeding 
and purgatives* 

The second division, from Coquimbo to Payta, 
embraces a line of coast of about 1500 miles in 
length and 70 in breadth ; the chief characteristic of 
which is, that no rain ever falls in all this immense 
track, and the sun is generally obscured by a canopy 
of clouds ; in consequence, the country bordering on 
the shore, for an indefinite breadth inland, is one 
sterile sandy desert ; and, with the exception of a 
few fertile vallies, at immense distances from one 
another, it exhibits an almost continued scene of 
desolation and barrenness beyond all description. 
The mean temperature may be called 74°, and the 
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diaeasM which sqjoimiefs have diiefly \6 featr mt 
intennittenti and continued ardent feven^ affections 
of the lirer, cholera morbas, and dysentery, t 
have entered aft lengthy at anotbet place^ into tfa^ 
discussion of these subjects^ and jdiall merely observe 
here, that by living temperately, by avoidii^ expo* 
sure to the night air, or sleeping on the ground,, and 
by attending to the digestive fimctions, one may 
contrive to live co m fort a bly, and preserve tolerable 
health, tn most parts of Peru. On this part of llie 
coast we had but Htde sickness in the Conway; but 
some of the vessds trading along shore suffered 
severely from intermittents, particularly at Arica, 
and the Patriot Army under San Martin lost near- 
ly one-third of their number when encamped at 
Huacho, by dysentery and intermittent fever, and 
their consequences. Most of the diseases of Lima 
have their immediate origin in aff^ptions of the sto- 
madi, so that there is no disease whidi they do not 
refer to Empachos, or indigestions, literally surfeits ; 
and these, and all their other complaints, they ulti- 
mately refer to die effects of cold. Indeed, between 
the tropics, the irritability of the human ft&nie is so 
much incree^ed by the uniformity and continued 

IM^on of habitual stimulus, that it becomes sensible 

11 
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to dtetatiohs not indieatcd by liie Xti^tinometer, and 
depending solely on the humidity and drjrness ot 
the atmosphere. 

Hie third division^ extending a disitimce of nearly 
1 too ioailes from Payta to the entrance of the Gulf of 
Ctdifittiua^ forms a perfect contrast with the second. 
All this famsiid and burning coafst has alternate wet 
and dry seasons^ and is clothe in the most luxuriant 
vegetation, which approaches to th6 water's edge. 
The me&n temperature may be called SS''. Man- 
groves, avicennias, and other shrubs, flourish abund- 
imtly along these swampy shores ; and their inter- 
twining roots form retreats for molluscse, and an in- 
finite variety of shell-fish and insects. Places of this 
kind are invariably deleterious to the human con- 
stitution. The heat and humidity of the air increase 
the developement of diseases in two different man- 
ners — by increasing the irritability of the organs, and 
by the production of miasmata. 

Irhe disease which we chiefly encountered in this 
track was an ardent fbVer, resembling in every re- 
sped the yellow-fever of th6 West Indies, both in 
&e suddenness of its attack, and the violence of its 
symptoms. It yielded to precisely the same treat- 
ment, by copious and properly regulated bleeding. 
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and purgi^tives — ^remedies which^ in every case, 
proved successful. 

Whaiever an extensive commerce shall attracj; 
numbers of people from more temperate latitudes, 
to this last division of the coasts there is no doubt 
but the yellow-fever will prevail as extensively^ and 
prove as destructive^ as it does on the eastern coast. 
The lieat and miasms^ which only perpetuate a ge- 
neral state of bad health and debility in the inhabit- 
ants, will act upon these robust strangers with great 
violence and rapidity, just as it happens on the op- 
posite coast. The inhabitants of this coast invariably 
remove, in the winter season, frqm the shores to 
the high grounds. The winter, as it is termed, is 
from June to November inclusive, during which 
violent rains, storms, and excessive heat prevail, 
rendering the neighbourhood of the sea almost un- 
inhabitable. 

'< It has been long remarkedi that the epidemics 
at Callao and Panama have commenced on the ar- 
rival of vessels from Chili, not because that country, 
which is one of the happiest and healthiest of the 
earth, can transmit a disease which does not exist 
there, but because its inhabitants, transplanted into, 
the torrid zone, experience, with the same violence, 

4 
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as the inhabitants of northern countries do^ on go* 
ing to the West Indies or Vera Cruz, the fatal ef- 
fects of an air excessively warm, and vitiated by a 
mixture of putrid emanations."* According to Dr 
Unanue, ^^ Even black cattle reared on the moun- 
tains, cannot support the temperature of the coast ; 
as soon as they come down to it they are affected ; 
according to the vulgar expression, viz. they grow 
stupid, and perish with frightful rapidity. On open- 
ing them, the liver is found hardened, as if it had 
been placed on coals. The butchers know by ex- 
perience, that cattle die much faster in summer than 
in winter ; and therefore choose the latter season to 
provide their supply for the Lima markets."f 



* Humboldt's New Spain, VoL IV. p. 153. See also UnaDue, 
«< El CUma de Lima.*' 

f^ El Clima de Lima, p. 65. 



THE END. 
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